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New App 
provides great 
service at your 
fingertips

Florence Y’ALL is a real-time, free 
mobile resource provided by the City of 
Florence.

Using location-based technology 
with the option to include a photo or 
video, the platform allows the public 
to conveniently communicate non-
emergency issues directly to the City 
from their smart devices.

From streets to parks, water to 
sewer, code enforcement and more, 
Florence Y’ALL is a convenient way 
to report a problem and monitor the 
progress as your City staff works on a 
solution.

Additional App features include 
public services projects, City news and 
events, City department information, 
online utility payments, staff directo-
ries, advisories and alerts, employment 
opportunities and feedback.

Engage with the Florence Y’ALL 
App and be part of our vision of “Better 
Services, Better Community.”

App is available for download on 
Google Play and the App Store.

For more information from the 
City of Florence, see pages 2 & 3.
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City of Florence Snow Emergency
If the City of Florence declares 

a snow emergency, residents should 
remove vehicles parked on the street to 
allow crews to clear snow more effec-
tively from the street. The order expires 
twenty-four (24) hours after being 
issued. The local news stations, radio, 
and newspapers will provide notifica-
tion once a Snow Emergency has been 
declared.

Curb to curb policy
To make streets as safe as possible 

for those who live, work, and travel 
through the City of Florence, our Public 
Services Department works around the 
clock. Their objective is to salt and plow 
all streets from one side of the curb to 
the other and often requires the operator 
to make several passes down your street 
to ensure this level of safety is met.

Driveway shoveling 
tips

To clear a street, plows must push 
snow to the side of the roadway. This 
creates a necessary but unfortunate 
consequence - snow pushed into your 
driveway.  

The Public Services Department 
asks for your understanding and offers 
the following suggestions:
• Avoid shoveling snow into the 

street. Shoveling snow from your 
driveway into a street already 
cleared may create safety hazards. 
Shoveling snow from your drive-
way into a street not completely 
cleared will result in the snow 
being pushed back into your 
driveway by the plow.

• To avoid the frustrating problem 
of the snow plow covering your 

driveway with snow after you’ve 
just shoveled it, shovel the snow 
into your yard instead of into 
the street or shovel the snow to 
the “downstream” side of your 
driveway as determined by the 
travel direction of the truck. 
Normally, this is to the right side 
of your driveway apron as you are 
standing in your driveway facing 
the street. View the illustration for 
details. 

Cul-de-sacs
Due to the various designs, driveway 

locations and hydrant placements, each 
cul-de-sac is unique and must be plowed 
accordingly. As much as possible, plow 
operators try to plow snow away from 
driveways and deposit it in open areas 
of the cul-de-sac. If you believe a snow 
plow operator has piled snow into your 
driveway, please contact the Public 
Services Department at 859/647-5416.

Snow plow damage  
to sod

Contact the Public Services 
Department at 859/647-5416 if you 
believe damage has occurred to your 
yard due to snow plow operations. Our 
Department will repair the affected ar-
eas deemed damaged by the snow plows.

The Florence Senior Activity 
Center is a Silver Sneaker facility 
managed by the YMCA. We offer fun 
activities, day trips, nutritional and 
educational programs and potlucks 
for seniors 60 and older. The center 

is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 am to 3 pm. The most 
popular activities are: Silver Sneak-
ers, Tai Chi, Zumba Gold, Advanced 
Fitness, Line Dancing, Chair Volley-
ball, Sign Language Classes, Bingo, 

Art Lessons and potlucks. For 
more information please contact 
Christine Miskell, Manager or Jean-
nie Hoffman, Assistant Manager at 
859/282-4061.  

Florence Senior Activity Center

Florence Family Aquatic Center
When summer arrives the aquatic 

center is the place to be! Join us in our 
16th season at the Florence Family 
Aquatic Center Northern Kentucky’s 
premiere facility! The facility opens on 
Saturday, May 24 and closes on Sunday, 
August 11. Hours of Operation: Sunday 
through Saturday 11 am-7 pm. 

This 4-acre facility is located at 
8200 Ewing Boulevard on the campus of 
the Florence Government Center. More 
than just an average swimming pool, 
the Aquatic Center features a lazy river, 
25-meter competition pool, two spray-
ground areas, spiral and speed slides and 
zero-depth pool. The facility houses two 

shade shelters available to rent, sunbath-
ing deck, giant funbrellas, full service 
concession, family restrooms and lockers 
to rent. Admission is available through 
the purchase of a season membership or 
daily admission. Prices for memberships 
and daily rates have increased to reflect 
the 6% sales tax so take advantage 
of the 15% discount effective the 
day after Thanksgiving, Nov. 29, 
2018 until April 30, 2019. Call 
859/ 647-4619 for more information.

Visit our website to learn more about 
the Aquatic Center, including swim les-
sons, swim team, special programs and 
shelter reservations.
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Community Programs and Events
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Display
Monday, January 21, 9 am-4 pm
The City of Florence celebrates the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and acknowledges his accomplishments 
as a civil rights leader and social activist 
with a display in the lobby of the Florence 
Government Center. We invite you to visit 
the display. For more information call 
859/647-5439. 

President’s Day Display
Monday, February 18, 9 am-4 pm
A display of U.S. presidents,vice presidents 
and first ladies will be available in the 
lobby of the Florence Government Center. 
Participate in the trivia questions while 
enjoying the display. This program 
provides extra credit when approved 
by certain Boone County Schools. Call 
859/647-5439 for additional information.  

Florence Student 
Ambassador Program
Application available March 1
The City of Florence invites teens entering 
grades 6-12 to participate in the youth 
leadership program. A designated number 
of Florence residents will be selected 
annually to represent the City and the 
youth in our community at City sponsored 
events and various Northern Kentucky 
community events. The program will 
provide Ambassadors with opportunities to 
enhance their profiles through commu-
nity service, public speaking, government 
operations and exposure to community 
organizations. Applications with letters 
of recommendation must be submitted 
by Friday, March 22 and are reviewed by 
the judges. Selections will be made from 
grades 10-12 for Senior Ambassador, 
grades 8 & 9 for Junior Ambassadors and 
from grades 6 & 7 for Youth Ambassadors 
based on a written essay and interviews. 
One male and female Senior Ambassador 
will each receive a $500 scholarship. Am-
bassadors will serve a one-year term and 
may re-apply. Application packets will be 
distributed to students in Florence schools 
and available at the Florence Government 
Center lobby or on the City’s web page at 
www.florence-ky.gov on March 1. 

Youth in Government 
Program
March 12, 13 &14
The City of Florence, in cooperation with 
Boone County Public Schools, will host 
their annual Youth in Government Pro-
gram at the Florence Government Center. 
This program provides an opportunity for 
selected elementary and middle school 
students to learn about the role local 
government plays in their community. 
City departments will provide presenta-
tions of their role in the local government 
process and students learn the legislative 
duties of the Mayor and City Council. 
Tuesday, March 12 evening is Youth in 
Government Night from 5:30-7:30 pm in 
the Community Rooms at the Florence 
Government Center and is open to all 
ages to learn the role of local government. 
During the televised Florence City Council 
business meeting at 6:30 pm in Council 
Chambers, Mayor Diane E. Whalen rec-
ognizes participants in attendance. Call 
859/647-8177 for more information.

Citizens Police Academy
March 13-May 1
The Florence Police Department will 
hold its annual Citizens Police Academy 
for participants to learn first hand from 
police officers and guest speakers about 
traffic violations, building searches, 
interviewing suspects and many other 
topics. The eight-week course meets each 
Wednesday from 6:30-9 pm at the Flor-
ence Government Center. For additional 
information call 859/647-5420.

Safe Sitter Class
March 15 & April 11
Teens age 11-15 can develop their 

leadership skills by working with younger 
children and caring for infants in this 
6-hour class. Fee is $40 per student. Call 
859/647-5439 for information.

Tennis Clinics
Classes begin March 31
Learn basic tennis skills or improve your 
game with the help of a certified USTPA 
instructor. Clinics available for Pee Wees 
ages 4-6, Juniors ages 7-15 and Adults 
ages 16 and older. Registration forms will 
be sent through the schools and copies 
available in the lobby of the Florence 
Government Center or on the City’s web 
page at www.florence-ky.gov. Register for 
clinics directly through tennis profes-
sional Tom Kolenich  724/988-9454 or 
ATKBTENNIS@gmail.com. 

Great American Cleanup
Saturday, April 27, 8:30-Noon
Here’s your chance to keep Florence 
beautiful! Whether you are an individual 
interested in Community work or you 
have a group of eager volunteers, The 
Great American Cleanup Program 
provides the opportunity to keep the City 
beautiful by helping with litter pickup 
along designated roadsides within the City 
of Florence. Receive a t-shirt and lunch 
for your participation in this important 
community service project. Details are 
available by calling 859/647-5416.

Spring Cleanup Program
April 29-May 5
Is it time to get rid of the clutter from the 
winter months? During cleanup week, 
Florence residents (must show proof of 
residency) may bring their unwanted 
trash and debris (excluding hazardous 

waste) to the Public Services Maintenance 
Facility located at 7850 Tanners Lane for 
disposal. Facility hours are 7 am-7 pm 
Monday through Friday and 9 am-7 pm 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

Public Services Week
May 19-May 25
Join the Public Services Department as 
they celebrate Public Services Week! Stop 
by the Florence Mall on Tuesday, May 21 
as the Department displays the equipment 
they use to keep the City clean and safe. 
Enjoy the food while talking with mem-
bers of the Public Services Department. 
Details at www.florence-ky.gov. 

Easter Egg Hunt    
Saturday, April 20
This event, sponsored by the Florence 
Police Department in conjunction with 
Florence Freedom, begins at 11 am at 
UC Health Field (home of Florence Free-
dom) for toddlers up to age 9. Gate opens 
at 10 am. Take photos of your child with 
costume characters from 11 am-noon. 
The hunt begins at noon and is con-
ducted by age groups. Call 859/657-5420 
for more information.EASTER EGG HUNT

Memorial Day Parade 
& Program  
May 27
The City of Florence memorializes and 
decorates American service personnel 
who fought to defend our country in 
past and present wars with a parade 
and program. The parade begins at 10 
am at Boone County High School and 
ends at the Boone County Veterans 
Memorial located on the campus of 
the Florence Government Center. (No 
political campaigning allowed in the 
parade.) Parade registration forms are 
available at the Florence Government 
Center or on the City’s web site at www.
florence-ky.gov. We encourage floats 
in the parade so be creative to win an 
award for the “Most Patriotic Float” 
and group with the “Most Bikes” 
promoting Bike Month. The memorial 
service begins at 11 am at the Boone 
County Veteran’s Memorial with a 
tribute to our military personnel who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedom. For more information call 
859/647-5439.

MEMORIAL DAY
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St Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth broke ground for its 
new Cancer Center in Edgewood in 
August. During the event, Dr. Doug Flora 
was named Executive Medical Director 
of Oncology Services. The groundbreak-
ing represented the first milestone in 
St. Elizabeth’s goal to expand cancer 
prevention, genetic screening, precision 
medicine, clinical research and treat-
ment options in Northern Kentucky. The 
Cancer Center will open its doors to the 
public in 2020. 

“We are excited to begin the build-
ing process for this premier Cancer 
Center that will enable St. Elizabeth to 
provide advanced cancer care right here 
in our community,” says Garren Colvin, 
President and CEO of St. Elizabeth. “The 
Center is a key component in fulfilling 
our ongoing vision to lead Northern 
Kentucky to become one of the healthi-
est communities in America.”  

The Cancer Center will lead the way 
in personalized cancer care by bringing 
the latest technology and research 
together in the hands of experienced 
clinicians. The Center will feature: 
• Precision medicine and genomic 

health, utilizing cutting edge 

science and technology to assure 
delivery of the right drug, at the 
right dose, at the right time. 

• Increased education, screen-
ing and prevention services in 
Northern Kentucky, helping to 
identify cancers sooner, and save 
more lives.

• Clinical research with access to 
more clinical trials, sponsored 
by the National Cancer Institute 
and members of the NCI National 
Clinical Trials Network (NCTN), 
and conveniently located in  
the area.

• Multidisciplinary oncology 
expertise, including medical 
oncologists, radiation oncolo-
gists, oncology surgeons, nurse 
navigators, research nurses, 
genetic counselors and many 
others conveniently located at the 
Center, so patients can receive the 
care they need all in one place.

• The most advanced technology in 
the region, allowing St. Elizabeth 
doctors to catch cancer sooner so it 
can be diagnosed at an earlier stage 
and increase survival rates. 

St. Elizabeth breaks ground on new 
Cancer Center

Rendering of new Cancer Center in Edgewood

St. Elizabeth breaks ground on a new comprehensive cancer 
center expected to open in late 2020.

Northern Kentucky now has newest generation of 
robotic surgery technology

St. Elizabeth became the 
first healthcare system in Greater 
Cincinnati to acquire and use the 4th 
Generation daVinci Robotics System, 
the most advanced surgical robotic 
platform available on the market.

St. Elizabeth now has seven 
daVinci systems overall, including 
four of the 4th Generation known 
as da Vinci Xi spread throughout its 
Edgewood, Florence, and Ft. Thomas 
campuses. Robotic surgical technology 

helps surgeons move patients from 
open procedures to minimally invasive 
procedures that require smaller and 
fewer incisions.

“St. Elizabeth now holds the most 
advanced and largest fleet of robotics 
surgery technology in our area and 
one of the most impressive in the 
country,” says Susan McDonald, Vice 
President and Chief Nursing Officer,  
St. Elizabeth Edgewood, Covington, 
and Grant. “To our patients, this preci-

sion means less blood loss, less muscle 
tissue damage, and less post-op pain. 
Their hospital stay is shorter, their re-
covery time is faster, and their reliance 
on pain medication such as opioids is 
lessened.”

Currently, 28 surgeons actively use 
the daVinci Xi at St. Elizabeth. Patients 
benefit from this robotic-assisted 
technology in surgery from a variety of 
specialties, including general surgery, 
colorectal, bariatric, urogynecology, 

gynecology, thoracic, gynecological 
oncology, and urology.

“Cutting-edge equipment such as 
the daVinci Xi and the ability of our 
physicians to perform these types of 
surgery mean that patients in Northern 
Kentucky don’t have to travel to receive 
the highest quality of care performed 
with the best technology,” says Gary 
Blank, Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer. “We can 
provide it right here at home.”
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St. Elizabeth Florence and   
Ft. Thomas achieved Magnet 
recognition as a reflection of their 
nursing professionalism, teamwork 
and superiority in patient care. The 
American Nurses Credentialing 
Center’s (ANCC) Magnet Recognition 
Program® distinguishes organiza-
tions that meet rigorous standards 
for nursing excellence.

St. Elizabeth Florence and   
Ft. Thomas join a global community 
of Magnet-recognized organizations. 
Of the 5,534 American Hospital 
Association registered hospitals, 
approximately eight percent are 
Magnet designated.

“We are deeply honored to be 
recognized as one of the top nursing 
programs in the country,” said Vera 
Hall, Senior Vice President and Chief 

Nursing Executive at St. Elizabeth. 
“To earn Magnet status is a tre-
mendous accomplishment and a 
great source of pride for our nurses. 
Magnet status is further proof of 
our entire staff’s commitment to 
work together to meet the healthcare 
needs of our community. 

This designation confirms what we 
have known for a long time — 
St. Elizabeth nurses are the best,  
and that helps set us apart from 
other hospitals.”

Research demonstrates that 
Magnet recognition provides specific  

benefits to healthcare organizations 
and their communities, such as:
• Higher patient satisfaction with 

nurse communication, avail-
ability of help and receipt of 
discharge information.

• Lower risk of 30-day mortality 
and lower failure to rescue rates.

• Higher job satisfaction among 
nurses.

• Lower nurse reports of intentions 
to leave their positions.

Magnet recognition is the gold 
standard for nursing excellence and 
is a factor when the public judges 
healthcare organizations. U.S. News 
& World Report’s annual showcase 
of America’s Best Hospitals includes 
Magnet recognition in its ranking 
criteria for quality inpatient care.

Florence and Ft. Thomas achieve Magnet 
recognition

St Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth was awarded all 
A’s from The Leapfrog Group’s Fall 
2018 Hospital Safety Grade. The 
designation recognizes St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare’s efforts in protecting 
patients from harm and meeting 
the highest safety standards in the 
United States. The Leapfrog Group is 
a national organization committed 
to improving health care quality and 
safety for consumers and purchasers. 

The Safety Grade assigns an A, B, C, 
D or F grade to hospitals throughout 
the country based on their perfor-
mance in preventing medical errors, 
infections and other harms among 
patients in their care. St. Elizabeth 
Florence, Ft. Thomas and Edgewood 
all received A grades. 

“As an organization, St. Elizabeth 
takes the care and safety of our 
patients very seriously and we are 

constantly striving to deliver high 
quality care,” said Garren Colvin, 
President and CEO of St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare. “Receiving an A grade 
from Leapfrog for the twelfth 
consecutive cycle at our Edgewood 
hospital is indicative of that com-
mitment. We are proud that all three 
of our qualifying hospitals received 
an A.”

St. Elizabeth Edgewood, Florence 
and Ft. Thomas were three of 855 
hospitals throughout the United 
States awarded an A in the Fall 2018 
update of grades. To see St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare’s full grade details, and 
to access patient tips for staying 
safe in the hospital, visit www.
hospitalsafetygrade.org and follow 
The Leapfrog Group on Twitter and 
Facebook. 

St. Elizabeth receives all A’s for patient safety

St. Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth Covington 
1500 James Simpson, Jr. Way
Covington, KY 41011 
859/655-8800 

St. Elizabeth Edgewood 
1 Medical Village Dr.
Edgewood, KY 41017 
859/301-2000 

St. Elizabeth Florence 
4900 Houston Rd. 
Florence, KY 41042 
859/212-5200 

St. Elizabeth Ft. Thomas  
85 North Grand Ave.
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 
859/572-3100  

St. Elizabeth Grant 
238 Barnes Rd. 
Williamstown, KY 41097 
859/824-8240 

Nurses celebrate upon learning 
Florence and Ft. Thomas receive 
highest nursing recognition 
available.



Boone County Public Library’s 
Strategic Plan includes two 
areas of direction — Customer 
Experience and Lifelong 
Learning. Lifelong Learning 
specifically addresses early child-
hood, local history, and the 
needs of retired adults while 
Customer Experience involves 
surveys and conversations with you, 
our customer, to determine which 
experiences, learning opportunities, 
materials and services you would 
like us to provide. 

Some of the most popular 
Customer Experiences we have 
been offering are traveling exhibits. 
Last year, the Library hosted Science 
in Play2Go, created for children 8 
and under. Over the three months it 
was installed at the Scheben Branch 
in Union, 10,770 people visited the 
exhibit, 770 of whom were students 
on school field trips.* Most recently, 
the Main Library in Burlington 
hosted an educational traveling 
exhibit by the Betty Brinn Children’s 
Museum, Hands-On Harley-
Davidson. This exhibit illustrated 
science, technology, engineering and 
math through hands-on activities 
created for children ages 3 to 12. 

A big part of Customer 
Experience is communication. 
In an effort to better reach the com-
munity, we entered into a partner-
ship with the County and the Boone 
County School District to offer one 
unified online newsletter called Your 
Boone County. Currently 22,676 
people subscribe. To view this free 
e-newsletter and/or subscribe, go 
to https://cerkl.com/Your-Boone-
County

Lifelong Learning: Retired 
Adults - Thirteen percent of Boone 
County’s population is 65 and older. 
The Library’s Adult Community 

Events team has been putting to-
gether programs specifically targeted 
to retired adults. Of course, adults of 
all ages are welcome to attend. Some 
of the programs are offered during 
the day when driving after dark isn’t 
an issue. An example of one such 
event was the Serve and Socialize 
Fair. Held in the morning, the fair 
helped to connect people with social 
clubs and organizations looking for 
volunteers. A new series targeting re-
tired adults called Ready to Travel? 
Let’s Go! will begin in February. 
Watch for details in our monthly 
newsletter or on our website.

Lifelong Learning: Early 
Childhood - Our early childhood 
storytimes are carefully planned to 
include activities to help children 
be ready for kindergarten. All of the 
storytimes include some of the five 
practices, Read, Sing, Talk, Write and 
Play, from EveryChildReadytoRead.
org as well as activities parents can 
do at home with their children. Last 
fiscal year, we offered 2,115 story-
times that were attended by 42,805 
children and their caregivers.* In 

addition, 
several Youth 
Services Staff are trained as ASQ 
(Ages and Stages Questionnaire) 
evaluators. This questionnaire helps 
parents/caregivers to know if their 
child is at a developmentally appro-
priate level. For any concerns found 
during the ASQ evaluation, staff can 
make the appropriate referrals.  

Lifelong Learning: Local 
History - Our Local History 
Department ties national events to 
local events to bring history closer to 
home. BCPL’s Underground Railroad 
Tour has been named part of the 
National Parks Service Network 

to Freedom Trail. The National 
Parks Services has also recognized 
our Local History Department as 
a Regional Research Institute for 
African American History.  

All of this work and more is 
supported by local tax dollars. Boone 
County Public Library’s tax rate is 
5.2 cents per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value which is the lowest library 
tax rate in Northern Kentucky. The 
tax rate dropped from a high of 
8.7 cents in fiscal year 2005. While 
the County has continued to grow 
between 2005 and 2018, the lower 
tax rate does not bring in more 
tax revenue to the Library. You can 

view our audited monthly financial 
reports, yearly budgets and Board 
minutes on our website at bcpl.org/
about/board

For every $1 of tax monies re-
ceived from Boone County residents, 
the Library returned $4.15 of value 
when you look at items borrowed 
and services used. If you want to  
see the value to you personally,  
check out our Library Tax and  
Value Calculator at bcpl.org/about/ 
calculators/

We want to hear what you have 
to say! Please send your comments 
or suggestions to director@bcpl.org.

*Based on the 2018 Annual Report of 
Libraries to the Kentucky Department of 
Libraries and Archives
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Boone County Public Library

Five locations to serve you! 
One phone number: 

859/342-BOOK (2665)

Boone County Public Library

Report to the Community Fiscal Year 2017-18

Last year, 
10,770 people 

visited the traveling 
exhibit Science in 

Play2Go at the 
Library’s Scheben 

branch. 



Snow and ice removal is an 
annual winter chore. As snow piles 
up, the first line of defense is simply 
to shovel paved areas to keep them 
clean and prevent ice from forming.

When ice does form, it is com-
mon to use salt and other chemi-
cal deicers to clear walkways and 
driveways. While these can make 
travel conditions less hazardous, they 
can also impact local waterways, 
landscaping, pets and wildlife.

Here are some tips to help you 
buy and safely apply de-icers this 
winter without harming our envi-
ronment.

Tips for buying a   
de-Icer

Traditional rock salt and some 
chemical de-icers can injure a pet’s 
paws, damage cars, prematurely age 
cement and asphalt, and pollute lo-
cal streams. There are some equally 
effective alternatives that have less of 
an impact.

• Look for alternative de-icers like 
calcium chloride and calcium 
magnesium acetate.

• Try using de-icers that contain 
alternative ingredients such as 
beet juice.

• Avoid using de-icers that contain 
urea.

Tips for applying a   
de-icer

• Before applying, manually 
remove as much snow and ice as 
possible. De-icer works best when 
it is applied to thin layers of ice.

• Follow the directions on the con-
tainer. Using more than what is 
recommended will not make the 

ice melt faster, but can pollute 
our local streams.

• When possible, avoid using salt 
and other de-icers near trees, 
shrubs and grasses. The salty 
water can severely harm or kill 
your home’s landscaping.

If you have questions, visit  
SD1.org or email info@SD1.org. 

www.boonecountyalliance.com 57www.sd1.org

SD1

1045 Eaton Drive
Fort Wright, KY  41017
phone: 859/578-7450  

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm

www.sd1.org 

SD1

Be ready this winter: Tips for buying and 
applying de-icer

Before applying a  

de-icer, manually 

remove as much snow 

and ice as possible. 

De-icer works best 

when it is applied to 

thin layers of ice.

We all play a role in storm water management
Most of the rain that falls from the 

sky seeps into the ground, but the rain 
that doesn’t can cause real problems 
in local communities. If the ground 
is saturated, frozen or covered by hard 
surfaces like driveways or parking lots, 
the water flows over the land, creating 
what is known as storm water runoff.

This runoff picks up pollutants like 
litter, oil, pet waste and chemicals from 
fertilizers and pesticides and carries 
them into SD1’s storm sewer system, 
which is designed to discharge storm 
water into the nearest creek or river.

Excess storm water runoff can also 
cause flooding and erosion in developed 
communities, resulting in expensive 
and inconvenient property damage.

SD1’s Disconnection, Redirection, 
Infiltration Program (DRIP) provides 
homeowners with step-by-step guides to 
implement methods of managing storm 
water runoff in their own yards and 
neighborhoods.

A few effective methods homeown-
ers can use to help manage storm water 
runoff include:
• Downspout Disconnection: 

This simple procedure cuts off a 
segment of your home’s downspout 
and redirects the flow of storm 
water runoff from your roof to 
your lawn, a rain barrel or other 
vegetated area.

• Rain Barrel: Rain barrels are 
containers that collect and store 

storm water runoff from your 
roof that can be used to irrigate 
landscaping. This offers the added 
benefit of potentially reducing your 
water bill.

• Rain Garden: These shallow, 
vegetated areas are designed to 
capture, store and clean storm wa-
ter runoff. They can also beautify 
your property.

You can learn more about these 
storm water management methods, in-
cluding illustrated step-by-step guides, 
at www.sd1.org/ProjectsandPrograms/
DRIP.aspx. 



In August IGNITE INSTITUTE at 
the Roebling Innovation Center will 
open its doors to students from all 
over the region. This new high-tech 
high school will innovatively trans-
form the way we understand science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM).

IGNITE will offer studies in 
engineering, computer science, 
biomedical, design, education, 
logistics and construction and give 
students a pathway to an associate’s 
degree before they graduate from 
high school.

IGNITE’S goal is threefold:
• To open a world of possibilities 

for students through STEAM;
• To fuel the workforce pipeline 

with creative and educated  
workers;

• And to help make the Tri-state 
an attractive location for high-
value industries, enabling it to 
compete globally.

Boone County Schools was charged 
with transforming the engineering 

lab of Toyota’s former building into 
a school by the fall of 2019 for the 
2019-2020 school year. So, Boone 
County Schools partnered with 
Kenton County Schools on IGNITE 
INSTITUTE.

IGNITE has the capacity to serve 
1,000 students, is public, free and in-
clusive. Any students in the Northern 
Kentucky area can attend. Admission 
will be based on a student’s desire to 
attend and an application process. 
IGNITE will boast 56 teaching posi-
tions – six teachers per area of study 
as well as added support positions.

The Roebling Innovation 
Center is envisioned to be a col-
laborative space for the community 
which includes educators, a center 
for business engagement, and a 
potential national hub for STEAM 
teacher training as well as an Early 
Learning Center. Visit igniteinstitute.
org to learn more or contact IGNITE 
Principal Jerry Gels jerry.gels@
boone.kyschools.us.

Boone.KYschools.us

Boone County Schools
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Boone County 
Schools

8330 US Hwy. 42
Florence, KY 41042

Ph: 859/283-1003
Fax: 859/282-2376

IGNITE INSTITUTE set to transform 
education in the Tri-State

IGNITE INSTITUTE at the Roebling Innovation 
Center will offer studies in engineering, computer 
science, biomedical, design, education, logistics and 
construction beginning in the fall of 2019.

Drug Free Clubs of America come to all 
Boone County High Schools

Drug Free Clubs of America 
(DFCA) is in all five Boone County 
High Schools and one Middle School.  
DFCA is a rewards and reinforce-
ment program for drug free students. 
The club recruits drug free students 
who want to be rewarded for their 
good choices and arms them with 
prevention tools to keep them on 
track. DFCA membership is strictly 
voluntary. A card carrying member 
of DFCA agrees to be randomly drug 
tested at least five times during the 
school year. Testing procedures are 

confidential. The results are only 
given to the parents and the student. 
School administrators never see the 
results.

Drug Free Clubs give students 
an easier choice! Members of Drug 
Free Clubs of America have the power 
to say “I CAN’T,” and get rewarded 
for it!

 Membership to Drug Free Clubs 
of America is granted when the ini-
tial test result shows that the student 
is drug free. Members get a full-color 
photo ID “Club Card” that can be 

shown at school and businesses for 
reward offers or privileges designed 
just for members. Membership has 
also been used as a tool to impress 
employers and colleges. 

Contact DrugFreeClubs.com, 
or your students’ high school or 
R.A. Jones Middle School for more 
information. 



www.boonecountysuccessby6.org

Boone County Success By 6®
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It’s cold outside and the holidays 
are over, but with the new year brings 
a busy time in preparing your child 
for the upcoming school year. Yes, 
now is the time to start getting ready 
for 2019 fall enrollment. Beginning 
now through this summer there will 
be many events and opportunities 
for your family to help transition 
your child into kindergarten. In this 
article we will share a few important 
upcoming events/dates that will help 
with this transition. 

Kindergarten 
registration

Boone County 
Schools:  

Kindergarten 
registration for 
Boone County 
Schools will be held 
in the month of 

March. Check out their website at
www.boone.k12.ky.us for more 
details on the exact date under their 
“for Parents” section with several 
links to helpful kindergarten regis-
tration forms and even tools to help 
prepare your child for kindergarten. 

Walton-Verona 
Schools:  

Kindergarten 
registration for 
Walton-Verona 
Independent 

Schools will be held the week 
of February 11-15. Visit www.
wv.kyschools.us for more specifics  
for each day.

Preschool enrollment

Both school districts offer public 
preschool programs as well. More 
information on qualifying for 

preschool can be found on their web-
sites. If your child does not qualify 
for public preschool, you still have 
many options for quality early learn-
ing to include preschool programs 
throughout Boone County. 

Visit the MyPre-K site at
 www.myPre-k.com to explore a 
wealth of opportunities for your child 
to participate in from storytimes at 
the library, home visiting programs, 
preschool and more!

Boone County Early 
Childhood Festival

The 15th Annual Boone County 
Early Childhood Festival will be held 
on Saturday, March 2, 10 am-Noon 
at the Boone County Public Library 
1786 Burlington Pike. At the event 
you will be able to talk to vendors 
about local activities and services 
for children ages birth to five. Boone 
County Schools will be present to 
discuss kindergarten registration. 
Boone County Success By 6 will 
also have a table where we will be 
distributing MyPre-K materials to 
families in addition to sponsoring 
developmental screenings that will 
be taking place during the festival. 
There will be developmental play 
and learning hands on activities 
for children who attend. This great 
family-friendly event is co-sponsored 
by the Community Early Childhood 
Council, Boone County Public 

Library and Boone County Success 
By 6.

Kindergarten 
transition programs

Closer to summer, be on the 
lookout for a variety of kindergarten 
transition programs being offered 
throughout the county. These 
might look different for each school 
district. During registration, ask 
about what transition programs 
your child’s school might offer. Visit 

us on our Facebook page Boone 
County Success By 6 (www.facebook.
com/BCSB6/ ) and we will keep you 
updated with a variety of topics to 
include information on the dates 
mentioned in this article as they  
are set.

Funding for this article made 
possible through support from AT&T 
Kentucky. Special thanks to Kentucky 
House Representative Diane St. Onge for 
aligning this resource with the mission of 
Boone County Success By 6.

Now is the time to start getting ready for 2019 
fall enrollment

Boone County Success By 6®

Lauren W. Kathman,   
Sr. Manager

Is your child ready for kindergarten? 
Beginning now through this summer 
there will be many events and 
opportunities for your family to help 
transition your child into kindergarten.

859/534-5810



 Good oral health care is impor-
tant to an individual’s overall health. 
At home, daily brushing, flossing 
and using fluoride mouthwash helps 
keep our teeth, gums and mouth 
healthy. These simple steps can help 
prevent bad breath, cavities, tooth 
pain, infections and a variety of dis-
eases and illnesses. Regular visits to 
a dentist for routine dental checkups 
with cleanings, as well as visits when 
there are problems (such as tooth or 
gum pain), are also important for 
having good oral health. All of these 
activities can help us keep our teeth 
for a lifetime, which is the goal.

Unfortunately, receiving oral 
health care is an issue for many in 
Northern Kentucky where almost 
one-third of adults report delay-
ing dental care due to costs; and 
one-quarter feeling their mouth 
and teeth are in “fair” or “poor” 
condition (Greater Cincinnati 
Community Health Status Survey 
2013). In Boone County, 15% of 
adults have more than six teeth 
missing and more than 2,500 visits 
to emergency rooms in Northern 
Kentucky were reported due to dental 
problems.

The good news is that the Boone 
County Fiscal Court recognizes the 
barriers that some Boone County 
adults face in getting dental care 
and is funding NKY Health to help 
residents get the dental care they 
need. The Northern Kentucky Adult 
Dental Assistance Program connects 
eligible adults who live in Boone 
County with dentists to provide basic 
services at no charge to the patient. 
Applications are now being accepted 
for the program. Find out if you or 
a family member is eligible for the 
program, how to enroll, and what 
services are included.

Who is eligible?

To receive dental services 
through this program, you must 
meet three criteria:
1. Live in Boone County, Kentucky.
2. Have no or limited insurance 

that covers dental services, 
including Medicaid.

3. Be at or below the monthly  
income limit listed for your  
family size (see the box).

What services are 
available?

•  Oral health exams
•  X-rays
•  Cleanings
•  Deep cleanings
•  Fillings
•  Extractions (removal of teeth)
•  Dentures/Partials
•  Other services with prior approval

 How do I enroll?

1. Complete an application and 
sign a Consent and Rules Form 
(available online or in person).

2. Submit the completed applica-
tion and the required documents 
to the NKY Health program 
coordinator. You may fax the 
application and documents to 
859/578-3689 or drop them 
off at the Boone County Health 
Center or the NKY Health District 
Office. See the box on right for 
addresses.

3. The program coordinator will 
contact you after reviewing your 
application and the documents to 
notify you if you are enrolled and 
help you pick a dentist in the pro-
gram to see. Enrollment in the 
program can only be completed 
after all the required documents 
are provided and approved by the 
program coordinator.

What else do I have to 
submit?

These are the additional papers 
that you will have to submit with 
your completed application:
•   Copy of your photo ID
•  Copy of your proof of income 

(e.g., pay stubs, income tax 
return)

•   Copy of your proof of county 
of residence (e.g., utility bill or 
other bill)

•   Signed Consent and Rules Form 

The Northern Kentucky Adult 
Dental Assistance Program can help 
you keep your teeth and your smile 
healthy. Contact Emily Rombach, 
Program Coordinator, at  
859/363-2103 or emily.rombach@
nkyhealth.org for more information.

www.nkyhealth.org

Northern Kentucky Health Department
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New Health Department program provides 
needed oral health services to eligible residents

NKY Health

Boone Co. Health Center
7505 Burlington Pike, Florence, KY 41042  •  phone: 859/363-2060

District Office
8001 Veterans Memorial Drive, Florence, KY 41042  •  phone: 859/341-4264

Family 
Size

Monthly 
Income

Limit

1 $2,024

2 $2,744

3 $3,464

4 $4,184

5 $4,904

6 $5,624

7 $6,344

Application and
Consent and Rules 
Form are available 
online at:
https://nkyhealth.org/ 
adult-dental-assistance-program

Or in person at
either of these 
locations:
Boone Co. Health Center
7505 Burlington Pike
Florence, KY 41042
859/363-2060

NKY Health District Office
8001 Veterans Memorial Drive
Florence, KY 41042
859/341-4264



Childhood experiences, both 
positive and negative shape adult life. 
The type of experiences we have as a 
child plays a large factor in whom we 
become as future adults. 

Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) are stressful or disturbing 
events, including abuse, neglect and 
household dysfunction, experienced 
during childhood. These experiences 
affect people of all backgrounds and 
are strongly related to the develop-
ment of a wide range of health 
problems throughout a person’s life-
span, such as risky health behaviors, 
chronic health conditions, low life 
potential and even early death. 

Providing positive 
experiences for your 
child

It is important for parents to 
understand how the behaviors they 
engage in and the environments they 
place their child in have a lifelong 
impact on their child’s success as 
an adult. Providing safe, stable and 
nurturing relationships and environ-
ments plays a key role in avoiding 
ACEs and helping your child grow 
up to be a healthy and productive 
citizen. These types of relationships 
also build resilience in children and 
may ease some of the effects of early 

trauma. The following strategies can 
help parents be a positive role model 
in their child’s life:
• Nurture and protect your child 

as much as possible
• Make eye contact with your child
• Look for the good and joy during 

times of sadness
• Move and play with your child
• Say “sorry” when you mess up
• Give 20-second hugs
• Be actively involved in your 

child’s life
• Help your child express mad, sad 

and hard feelings
• Seek treatment for your 

unhealthy behaviors, such as 
substance use and violent/anger 
issues

The resilient child 

Although certain situations can 
be out of one’s control, it is impor-
tant for parents to keep open com-
munication with their child about 
their mental health and well-being, 
especially if the child has experi-
enced any trauma. Higher ACEs can 
lead to increased risk of addiction 
and mental illness later on in life, 
but children are resilient. Parents 
can build strength and resilience 
in their child in order to overcome 
challenges and encourage healthy 

relationships throughout their life. 
Especially during childhood develop-
ment, resilience can be built through 
teaching self-care, nurturing a 
positive self-view, and accepting that 
change is a part of living (American 
Academy of Pediatrics, 2003).  

Resources for ACES

CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/ 
violenceprevention/acestudy/about_
ace.html

SAMHSA: https://www.samhsa.
gov/capt/practicing-effective- 
prevention/prevention-behavioral-
health/adverse-childhood-  
experiences

Additional Resources:

Crisis Text Line:  
https://www.crisistextline.org/

National Helpline:  
1-800-662-HELP (4357)  
Treatment referral and information, 
24/7. 

For more information

Please contact Abby Beausir  
at 859/341-4264, ext. 2158 or   
abby.beausir@nkyhealth.org. Learn 
more at www. BooneCountyAlliance.
com.

11 www.boonecountyalliance.com

Boone County Alliance
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ACEs and your child: What you need to know

Boone County Alliance

For more information on Boone County Alliance, please contact our 
coalition’s coordinator at 859/341-4264, Ext. 2158 or by email to 

abigail.beausir@nkyhealth.org.



Boone County Conservation District

www.bccdky.org

Have a dump that 
needs cleaned up? We 
can help. 

BCCDKY is accepting applica-
tions for assistance with farm dumps 
and stream cleanups. Rubbish piles 
and heavy materials located on your 
property or in public streams are 
included. Visit http://bccdky.org/
heavy-material-removal-cleanup/ 
for details. 

Forest Conservation 
Workshop March 16

Students, land owners, profes-
sionals, and interested citizens are 
welcome to join us for a day of forest 
conservation. Learn from experts 
in woodland management, invasive 
species, and urban forestry to help 
protect your local plants and wild-
life. For registration information, 
visit  www.bccdky.org. 

Conservation Kids 
Camp registration now 
open

This experiential day camp for 
9- to 12-year-olds takes place June 
11-14 at beautiful Potter’s Ranch 
in Union, KY. Guided by experts, 
campers will experience fishing, 
hiking, ziplining, and so much 
more! And don’t forget: volunteers 
are always needed, so let us know 
if you can help! Visit http://bccdky.
org/conservation-kids-camp/ for 
more information. 

Another year of 
outdoor fun ahead! 

BCCDKY and Boone County 
Parks are partnering once again to 
host multiple outdoor family and 
homeschool programs throughout 

the year. These programs are FREE 
of charge and explore topics such 
local wildlife, backyard habitat, and 
outdoor skills. Visit http://bccdky.
org/calendar-of-events/ for details 
and registration information. 

Don’t forget to subscribe to our 
newsletter and follow us on social 
media!

Conservation 
scholarships available

We offer two $1,000 scholarships 
for Boone County residents enrolled 
in a conservation-related major. If 
someone you know is pursuing a 
degree in environmental studies, 
agriculture, biology, or related field, 
download an application at http://
bccdky.org/student-scholarships/. 
Applications are due by January 31.

New conservation programs for Boone County 
residents!
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Boone County Conservation District

859/586-7903
6028 Camp Ernst Road

Burlington, KY

@bccdky

The mission of the Boone County Conservation District (BCCDKY) is to promote 
the protection and wise use of natural resources through education and service to 

the citizens of Boone County.

Visit http://bccdky.org/heavy-material-removal-
cleanup for details on how Boone County 
Conservation District can help with farm dumps 
and stream cleanups.

Conservation Kids campers experience fishing, hiking, 
ziplining and more! Registration for camp is now 
open. Visit http://bccdky.org/conservation-kids-camp/



4-H summer fun

4-H Camp offers an array of 
activities for youth. They can identify 
trees and critters during nature 
hikes, learn to swim, use a canoe, 
take part in shooting sports, make 
arts and crafts, and participate in 
challenge courses. Youth will also 
have the chance to sing and dance, 
make new friends, and most impor-
tant, learn while having fun.

Boone County’s 4-H Camp week 
for 2019 will be July 1-5 at North 
Central 4-H Camp in Carlisle KY.  
The cost for our week long camp this 
year is $90 for all Boone County 4-H 
members, an unheard of bargain for 
a week-long summer camp. Space 
will be filled on a first-come/first- 
served basis. For non-Boone County 
members the cost is $225.  We are in 
need of volunteers, both adult and 
teens (16 and up), to attend camp.  
The number of campers we can take 
to camp is totally dependent on our 
ability to adequately supervise them.  
We will sign off on 75 volunteer 
hours for teens who need hours for 
graduation. 

4-H camps are open to all 
Kentucky youth, ages nine through 
14. Groups of youth from every 
county will attend one of the four 
resident camps during the 10-week 
summer season. The 4-H camping 
program provides a safe, secure 
and fun environment for Kentucky 
campers. An onsite health care 
provider is always available to take 
care of campers’ needs.

North Central 4-H Camp is 
located near Carlisle KY and is 
situated on 350 acres of rolling hills 
and forested land. The camp has a 
bird blind and hiking trail for nature 
classes, and a six-acre lake for fish-
ing and canoeing. Other facilities 
include a lakeside campfire area, 

rifle and archery ranges, high-ropes 
challenge course, swimming pool, 
athletic field, multipurpose building, 
and a shelter house for camp group 
activities.

The 4-H Youth Development 
mission of creating self-directing, 
productive and contributing 
members of society is driven home 
through the camping experience. 
Camp empowers youth by instilling 
a willingness to learn. The areas 
of communication, self-expression, 
leadership, and community aware-
ness are enhanced through camp. 
Decision making and problem 
management are two areas that are 
also strengthened at camp. Putting 
oneself in such a diverse environ-
ment also allows for further develop-
ment of interpersonal relationships 
with adults and other youth. 

Family and Consumer 
programs

These free programs will be 
held in the Boone County Extension 
Enrichment Center, 1824 Patrick 
Drive, Burlington. Family and 
Consumer Sciences Extension 
agents work to improve the lives of 
Kentuckians through educational 
programming.

Blue Zones (Friday  
Food Fun)
FRI, 1/25, 10 am-Noon
Join UK Extension Specialist Amy 
Kostelic to learn about and explore 
foods from the 5 Blue Zones in the 
world where individuals live health-
fully and naturally to over 100  
years of age.

Can This be Recycled?
THU, 3/7, 1-2:30 pm OR   
6:30-8  pm.
Have you ever wondered if something 
you have can be recycled curbside 
or in the blue bins around the 

county? Or, where the items go to be 
processed and what happens to them 
in the end? Join representatives from 
Boone County Solid Waste to learn 
all about recycling in Boone County.

Cook Smart, Eat Smart 
TUES, 4/16, 23 & 30, 6-9 pm
Adult beginning cooks will learn 
basic food preparation skills like 
braising, roasting, and baking in 
this hands-on program. Each ses-
sion contains several basic cooking 
techniques and other topics related 
to eating and preparing meals at 
home. Space limited, registration 
required. 

Building and Maintaining 
Good Credit and the 
Effect of Predatory 
Lending and Scams
WED, 5/1, 2-4 pm
Hear about improving your credit 
and predatory lending from Brighton 
Center representatives. Registration 
appreciated.

Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 
programs

The agriculture and natural 
resources program area of Boone 
County Cooperative Extension is 
busy at work helping farmers and 
landowners prepare for next year’s 
growing season. If you haven’t tested 
your soil or hay yet, we offer that as 
a service to community members. 
Bring in two cups of soil from your 
lawn, garden, or farm and we can 
provide fertilizer recommendations 
according to University of Kentucky 
research based guidelines. We can 
also test hay and forages for nutri-
tional quality to prepare for winter 
feeding of livestock and horses. In 
meantime, keep an eye out for the 
upcoming programs offered here 
to improve the efficiency of your 
operation. 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, 
color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.

Boone County Cooperative Extension Service

boone.ca.uky.edu

Upcoming programs in 2019
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Boone County Cooperative Extension Service

Office Building: 6028 Camp Ernst Rd.  •  Enrichment Building: 1824 Patrick Drive
Burlington, KY 41005

PH: 859/586-6101  •  FAX: 859/586-6107
E-mail: dl_ces_boone@email.uky.edu



Maintaining safe travel during 
challenging weather events is a 
high priority for Boone County. 
Transporting students to and from 
school, supporting business and 
industry transportation needs, and 
the safety of our residents are all 
considerations and high priority 
status. Progressive communities 
such as Boone County need to have a 
coordinated plan in order to achieve 
this goal. 

To ensure that our community is 
best served in this type of situation, 
I meet with local leaders each year 
in November to plan and coordinate 
winter weather closures and delay 
procedures. This meeting includes 
the County Administrator, the 
Director of Public Works, and the 
Superintendents of Boone County 
and Walton-Verona Schools and 
transportation officials from both 
school districts.

A key factor for superintendents 
when deciding to call for a one-hour 
delay or even an entire school day 
closure, is the condition of the roads. 
Public safety is their top priority and 
because of this coordinated effort, 

superintendents and other com-
munity leaders rely on the County 
to deliver the very best road weather 
treatment possible.  

Understanding the 
different levels of 
SNOW EMERGENCY

When winter weather impacts 
our community, The Department 
of Public Works mobilizes to treat 
and plow the roadways that are 
maintained by the County (State 
Highways are the responsibility of 
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
and if you live within a city your city 
government is responsible for your 
streets). Residents are urged to watch 
the County’s website, Facebook and 
Twitter accounts for updates and 
information. Boone County officials 
use Snow Emergency declarations 
to advise the public of hazardous 
conditions. Snow Emergencies are 
defined at one of the following levels: 
LEVEL ONE: Motorists are advised to 
use caution due to hazardous road 
conditions resulting from accumu-
lations of snow and/or ice. LEVEL 
TWO: Road conditions are extremely 

hazardous due to snow and/or ice 
and essential travel only is advised. 
LEVEL THREE: Road conditions are 
extremely dangerous and travel is 
restricted to the following purposes: 
public safety and emergency person-
nel travel; travel to and from work 
if required by your employer; and, 
travel for medical purposes or to ob-
tain necessary provisions. Travel for 
any other purposes is considered to 
be non-essential and violations will 
be enforced by law enforcement per-
sonnel. The County Snow Emergency 
declaration does not prohibit travel to 

and from work. This decision is left 
up to the employer regardless of the 
Snow Emergency level. If in doubt, 
contact your employer to determine 
if you are expected to report to work. 
During snow emergencies where 
snowfall is two inches or greater, it 
is required that vehicles parked on 
the street be moved from the street to 
allow trucks to safely and effectively 
treat and/or plow the streets. 

www.boonecountyky.org

Boone County Fiscal Court
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Proper planning keeps Boone County safe
From the desk of Gary W. Moore, Boone County Judge/Executive

Boone County Fiscal Court

Boone County 
Fiscal Court

Gary W. Moore, Judge/Executive
Cathy Flaig, Commissioner

Dr. Charlie Kenner, Commissioner
Jesse Brewer, Commissioner

2950 Washington St.
P.O. Box 900

Burlington, KY  41005-0900
phone: 859/334–2100
 fax: 859/334–3105

@BooneCountyGov @BooneCountyKy

Gary W. Moore
Boone County Judge/Executive

To ensure that our 
community is best 
served in this type of 
situation, I meet with 
local leaders each 
year in November to 
plan and coordinate 
winter weather 
closures and delay 
procedures. 



www.boonecountyky.org

Boone County Fiscal Court
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The Boone County Building 
Department often receives phone 
calls from homeowners who are hav-
ing difficulty getting their home re-
modeling projects properly complet-
ed. Sometimes there are just a few 
items that need to be corrected; other 
times there are significant problems 
with the construction of the project.  
Unfortunately, the homeowners have 
usually paid their contractor in full, 
and have no leverage to get their 
projects corrected and/or completed.  
Here are some recommendations 
to follow in order to avoid finding 
yourself in this situation.
•  Have a contract that specifically 

details the scope of work that is 
to be done, and the cost of that 
work. For anything other than 
a very small project, require 
drawings and specifications so 
you know what you are getting 
for your money. Make sure that 
the contract states how and when 
payments are to be made. Do 
not approve changes to the work 

without being apprised of any 
resultant changes in cost.

•  Make sure that your contractor 
gets a building permit and posts 
it. The posted permit is your 
proof that you have received the 
permit that you paid for. If your 
contractor says you don’t need a 

permit, call the Boone County 
Building Department in order to 
confirm permit requirements.

•  Get your required inspections.  
Your building inspector will 
check conformance with ap-
proved plans for items such as 
structural members and connec-

tions, insulation, smoke detec-
tors, etc., that are there to ensure 
your safety and well-being.

•  Do not make a final payment 
until your project is completed, 
including correction of the items 
from your final inspection. While 
some smaller contractors may 
request an initial payment, it is 
best to keep your payments com-
mensurate with the work com-
pleted. It can be very difficult to 
get projects finished when your 
contractor has been paid in full.  
Near the end of a project, make 
sure you have enough money 
withheld from the total contract 
sum to cover the cost of finishing 
the project.

Home remodeling projects can 
be exciting AND stressful. If you have 
any questions regarding a project 
you may be considering, feel free 
to call the Boone County Building 
Department at 859/334-2218.

Managing home remodeling projects

Boone County Public Safety 
Communication Center (PSCC) 
is offering RAVE911 SUITE of 
service as of January of 2019. This 
new software will include several 
products that will improve response 
times and efficiencies for our Police 
and Fire/EMS services. 

One of the key features is the 
new Smart911 service which will 
allow residents, if they choose, to 
upload information on their house-
hold such as photos, medical condi-
tions, disabilities, exact address etc. 
This type of information gives 911 

centers and first responders access 
to caller’s profiles that will help dis-
patchers make informed emergency 
decisions. 

Another feature of the product 
is RapidSOS. This feature enhances 
the ability to locate the exact loca-
tion of individuals from wireless 
9-1-1 calls. 

You can register your infor-
mation at www.Smart911.com 
or go to the County website and 
go to DEPARTMENTS, click on 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATION 
CENTER and click on SMART911. 

Keep in mind this is a national data 
base, so if you’re traveling and you 
call a 911 center that has RAVE911, 

that center will have your profile 
and will improve your service from 
that center.  

New 911 emergency software will improve 
response time

Home remodeling projects can be exciting AND stressful. If you 
have any questions regarding a project you may be considering, 
feel free to call the Boone County Building Department at 
859/334-2218.
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If you’re like many people, the 
thought of winter weather driving is 
what you dread most about seeing 
snowflakes.

Do you enjoy scraping layer after 
layer of ice and snow off of your car 
windows?

Or shoveling the car out of your 
driveway?  How about dealing 
with all of the slick roads, 
other drivers and unpredict-
able weather conditions?

Unless you answered 
“YES!” to any of these 
questions, maybe you should 
try something new this year.

TANK makes it easy to get 
to work by using the bus!  There 
are two apps — available on ios and 
Android platforms — that provide 
real-time bus information to you 
while you wait. Download Google 
Transit OR the Transit app, plug in 
your starting point and destination 
and the app does all the work. It can 
show you the best place for you to 
pick up the bus, how long your wait 
will be and if there is a park and  
ride location for you to use near  
your home.

Visit the Google Trip-Planner at 
www.tankbus.org and trade in your 
gas card for a bus pass. 

So pile on an extra layer of cloth-
ing and a pair of snow boots and 
head to the nearest bus stop with that 
book you’ve been planning to read. 
Let a professional do the driving 
while you relax and enjoy the ride ... 
you’ll be glad you did!

Don’t spend your winter scraping and chipping 
ice and snow from your car ... Try TANK!

TANK is the public transit authority that provides 
bus service in Boone, Campbell and Kenton 

counties and downtown Cincinnati.
Contact us!  Phone: 331-TANK (8265) •  Web: www.tankbus.org

Connect with TANK!
Facebook TANK (Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky)

                      Instagram tankbus

Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky

Boone Co. Cooperative 
Extension Service

Boone County TANK Routes:

Local

Express
#1X Houston Road/
 Mineola Pike Express
#2X Airport Express
#22X Richwood/
 Walton Express
#28X Empire Dr./
 Industrial Rd Express

#32X Burlington Express
#35X East-West Express
#39X  Petersburg Rd/
 South Hebron Express
#40X Worldwide Blvd/
 North Hebron Express
#42X Florence Hub Express

#1  Dixie Highway/Florence
#98 Burlington-Florence Connector

Let 

a professional 

do the driving while you 

relax and enjoy the

 ride this winter!

SIGN UP FOR TEXT AND EMAIL ALERTS 
so that you’re always informed of detours, route changes or delays that affect 
your bus route. Alerts are only sent to customers that sign up to receive them at 
https://www.tankbus.org/alerts, scroll down to “myTANK Alerts” and subscribe.
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Employee Spotlight: Matthew Adkins

The recent ice storm that hit our 
region on the morning of Thursday, 
November 15 was quite an unwel-
comed guest to many residents 
and our very own Boone County 
Arboretum. Over 70 specimens 
suffered significant damage from 
the ice storm in the form of broken 
branches, and substantial bending 
of the tree canopies. Countless other 
specimens at the Arboretum suffered 
lesser but still noticeable damage.  

The Arboretum is seeking help 
from area ISA Certified Arborists to 
help with corrective pruning to re-
pair damage. If you are interested in 
assisting the Arboretum please email 
them at arboretum@boonecountyky.
org, or call 859/384-4999. To learn 
more about this beautiful resource 
within our community visit the 
Arboretum’s website at  
www.bcarboretum.org, or its 

Facebook page at: www.facebook.
com/BCArboretum

Here are a few tips to help out 
your trees for the next ice storm:

1.  Do not try to move sagging 
branches, trying to prop them 
up is only likely to cause more 
damage.

2.  Let ice melt naturally do not 
shake branches as this will also 
cause damage.

3.  If you need tree work to correct 
damage only hire ISA certi-
fied arborists! Fly-by-night tree 
companies will likely swarm 
into this area for work. Don’t 
hire anyone that is not certified, 
and insured. Ice storm damage 
requires true professionals who 
know how to correct the damage 
that has occurred.

Ice storm damages Boone County Arboretum

Matthew Adkins is a 
Maintenance Technician in the 
Property Maintenance Department. 
He is a generalist and works on 
everything from carpentry, doors 

to painting. He has stepped up 
to assume all of the low voltage 
communication wiring (phones 
and Internet) for the Fiscal Court. 
His introduction to communica-

tions wiring came when he ran 
all of the data and phone lines 
for the Ferguson Center (Historic 
County Courthouse) renovation. He 
also had a hand in the new solid 
surface countertops in the Fiscal 
Courtroom. He said he is always 
willing to learn new skills, if only so 
he can play with more tools.

A graduate of Simon Kenton 
High School, Matt has worked for 
the Fiscal Court for 18 years. He 
started in Property Maintenance 
and was ‘stolen’ by Assisted 
Housing, where he worked for 
13 years as a HUD inspector. 
He transferred back to Property 
Maintenance in 2016. Ruth Tanner, 
his former boss in Assisted Housing, 
said, “Matt was a very conscientious 

employee, always taking the time to 
ensure any task he was given was 
precisely completed.”

When not working for the Fiscal 
Court, Matt works for his father’s 
landscape company and works as 
a handyman for hire. In his free 
time, he enjoys hunting, boat-
ing and collecting Maker’s Mark 
memorabilia. 

He is married to Stacy in the 
Clerk’s Office and has two children.

Matt’s Supervisor Mike Albrecht 
said, “When I think of Matt, I 
always see him with a smile on his 
face, whether he is assisting with 
the Senior Picnic, helping other 
department staff or spreading salt 
on the parking lots.” 



The Solid Waste crew is thrilled 
to announce the winners of the 
2019 “Quit the Littering!” Calendar 
Contest. This annual contest is open 
to all elementary-age children in 
Boone County. We ask the youngest 
among us to use their creativity in 
spreading the message that they are 
sick of litter. We received 344 contest 
entries! All entries were amazing and 
we’d like to sincerely thank all school 
principals, teachers and parents for 
making this program so awesome. 

A special ‘Thank You’ to our 
calendar judges. Tough decisions 
were made that day!

All winners were recognized by 
Boone County Judge/Executive Gary 
Moore at the Fiscal Court meeting  
on Tuesday, December 18, at   
5:30 pm. Winners will also be 
featured on Boone County’s website 
at http://www.boonecountyky.org/
departments/solid_waste/index.
aspx. 

Community Pride Contest winners
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Art Winners
Cover Winner:   Tara Rakesh, 4th Grade, Longbranch Elementary

Runner Up:       
Elle McNabb, 4th Grade, New Haven Elementary
Avery Miller, Kindergarten, New Haven Elementary

Kindergarten:  
Zack Kramer, Shirley Mann Elementary   

First Grade:     
Catherine Zhang, Shirley Mann Elementary 
Carter Young, New Haven Elementary

Second Grade:   
Brooklyn Lohner, Thornwilde Elementary 
Layna Wilkinson, New Haven Elementary 

Third Grade:      
Izabelle Estey, New Haven Elementary 
Alex Kramer, Shirley Mann Elementary     

Fourth Grade:   
Reagan McNerney, Shirley Mann Elementary
Zachary Rudolph, Shirley Mann Elementary   
Evelynne Overstreet, Shirley Mann Elementary

Fifth Grade:     
Blake Couch, Shirley Mann Elementary
Rosa Palamo, Collins Elementary

Slogan Winners

Blakely Ray, New Haven Elementary

Kayla Wilson, New Haven Elementary

Ryhlee Mitchell, Goodridge Elementary

Eva Rawlins, New Haven Elementary

Daniel Meredith, New Haven Elementary

Addi Westerkamm, New Haven Elementary

Sybella Supel, New Haven Elementary

Benjamin Deburgh, Shirley Mann Elementary

Lily Eggleston, Shirley Mann Elementary

Colton Melvin, New Haven Elementary 

Gavin Frohlich, Longbranch Elementary 

Emma Watt, Shirley Mann Elementary 

Dacy Fallyn Freeman, Walton-Verona Elementary 

Nikolas Carter, Shirley Mann Elementary

Aiden Erickson, Shirley Mann Elementary

“ Q U I T  T H E  L I T T E R I N G ! ”  C A L E N D A R  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R S

Longbranch Elementary 
fourth grader Tara Rakesh 
was this year’s Cover 
Winner with her drawing 
“Be the Solution That 
Stops the Pollution.” 
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Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection 
event huge success

The Northern KY Solid Waste 
Management (NKYSWMA) team 
is pleased to report the Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection (HHW) 
event, held at the UC Health Stadium 
(Florence Freedom) on November 3 
was another successful day!

Approximately 2,693 vehicles 
from Boone, Kenton and Campbell 
counties, came through this HHW 
event. 

Paint, electronics, hazmat 
materials, oil, car batteries, paper, 
bulbs, propane tanks, and toner/ink 
cartridges were all collected.

A huge amount of hazardous 
waste was properly disposed of and 
kept out of our landfills.

We are very grateful for the co-
operation of the Northern Kentucky 
residents, the hard work put out by 
ALL the volunteers, vendors, and 
our awesome public workers. These 
awesome people worked hard and 
non-stop for 7+ hours to make 
everything flow smoothly. Each year 
the NKYSWMA team strives to make 
this event better than the previous 
events. To achieve this, it takes a lot 
of organizing, planning, and many 
hands. Please consider volunteering 
in 2019. 

This HHW event was 
funded by grants from 
the Division of Waste 
Management and by local 
business.

2019 Monthly  
Cleanup dates

May 18, June 29, July 27, 
August 24 & September 28   
(Times: 8 am-2 pm)

These cleanup events will be 
monthly, one-day, one-location 
(Public Works Dept., 3275 
Maplewood, Burlington) events, 
where you can drop off unwanted 
appliances, trash, up to four tires 
and other junk material. We  
offer paper shredding on these 
cleanup days.

Please note: Hazardous 
materials and paint will 
NOT be accepted.

 
2019 spring events

Here are a few upcoming events 
that will be good times:
•  Great American Cleanup 

(Saturday, April 27) 
•  Spring Cleanup (April 17-20)
•  River Sweep (June 15)

News from Boone County Solid Waste 
Management

Boone Co. Public Works Div. of 
Solid Waste Management 

•  Mike Wilson, Solid Waste Services Supervisor    

859/334-3629; mike.wilson@boonecountyky.org

•  Andy Finke, Solid Waste Services Technician  

 859/334-3151;  afinke@boonecountyky.org

•  Dennis Gosney, Recycling Operations

 859/334-4808; dgosney@boonecountyky.org

•    Greg Middendorf, Truck Driver

Updates for upcoming cleanup events, litter issues, burn bans, recycling 

information, and much more can be found on:

• Public Access TV- Channel 15

• http://www.boonecountyky.org/departments/solid_waste/index.aspx or

• RECYCLING INFO GO TO: www.bigbluebin.com

Boone County Solid Waste Management

Check out our new recycling videos and news at 
www.bigbluebin.com
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Boone Links Golf Course renovations underway
A significant renovation has 

begun at the Boone Links Golf 
Course, located in the Oakbrook 
community, to better serve the public, 
provide additional revenue for golf 
course operations and address aging 
infrastructure at the facility. New 
amenities will include an expanded 
banquet room that will seat 240 
guests, a renovated clubhouse, indoor 
digital golf simulators, outdoor 
plaza and the addition of an 18-hole 
miniature golf course for Boone 
County families to enjoy. The course 
will also be upgraded with a complete 
restoration of the golf cart paths and 
parking lot. Together, these upgrades 
will ensure that the Boone Links 
Golf Course will continue to offer 
a very high quality golf product to 
the community. Lassing Pointe Golf 
Course will also receive attention as 
part of the overall project and will 
have all cart paths and its parking lot 
re-paved in the spring.  

These improvements are part of 
a strategic plan that was developed 
following a comprehensive review of 
golf operations by the National Golf 
Foundation, a national expert in 
golf course facilities consulting. The 
renovations will provide additional 
revenue streams and opportunities 
for income which are not dependent 

on weather. These will provide the 
resources necessary to continue 
investing in the playing area of the 
courses but also allow the County 
golf operation to be self-sustaining, 
which was a key component of the 
plan approved by the Fiscal Court. 
The upgrades are being funded by 
a bond that will be repaid with golf 
course revenue and are not taxpayer 
funded. 

The clubhouse renovation will 
bring a number of amenities to the 
public. The facility will have the 
capability to host large golf outings 
and private events such as weddings, 
receptions and parties with a capacity 
of 240 guests and a scenic view that 
overlooks the course. “The new facil-
ity doubles the size of events that we 

can host at Boone Links,” said Russ 
Gartner, Head Golf Professional at 
the Boone County Golf Courses. “The 
new banquet facility will be a beauti-
ful full service venue for all kinds of 
events.” With the addition of digital 
simulators, guests will have the 
opportunity to play famous courses 
from around the world and have a 
place for individuals and leagues to 
enjoy even when the weather is not 
ideal for traditional golf. 

The addition of a high quality 
miniature golf course will provide 
entertainment for the entire family. 
“We are bringing in a nationally re-
nowned designer to plan a one-of-a- 
kind miniature golf course that uses 
the unique topography and natural 
elements adjacent to one of our ponds 

to create a dynamic course that 
will be a lot of fun,” said Gartner. 
The natural tie-in to golf, the new 
outdoor plaza and the connection to 
the Oakbrook community, as well as 
Boone County, will create a destina-
tion for family entertainment at the 
Boone Links Golf Course. 

The renovation project has 
begun and will be completed by 
May 1, 2019. The Golf Course staff 
will be working hard to book events, 
schedule activities and market the 
new facility over the winter.  To in-
quire about scheduling private events 
at the Boone County Golf Courses, 
contact Jessie Wiley at 859/334-4853 
and for golf outings, contact Head 
Golf Professional Russ Gartner at 
859/334-4855.

May 29, 2018
© 2018 Brandstetter Carroll Inc. All rights reserved
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Plaza View

The renovations 
at Boone Links 
Golf Course will be 
completed by May 1. 
To schedule your 
event, contact: 

Events:   
Jessie Wiley,   
859/334-4853

Golf Outings: 
Russ Gartner, 
859/334-4855


