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Over the last decade, as the avia-
tion industry has undergone radical 
change, CVG has likewise had to 
reinvent itself. While this has been 
challenging, by all measures CVG 
has achieved remarkable progress 
and is poised to play a major role in 
our region’s growth and success for 
many years to come as:
 n   The premier airport for the  

Tri-State region
 n   An active community leader that 

drives economic growth
n   An innovator that delivers an 

unforgettably positive experience

 With these changes — and with 
input from more than 1,000 com-
munity members, employees and 
stakeholders — we have developed 
a new branding campaign to tell the 
story of CVG’s continued transforma-
tion. The campaign theme, Embrace 
What’s Next, captures the spirit of 
CVG’s progress and the fact that posi-
tive change is the new normal:
 n   Assuring carriers and tenants that 

we stand ready to meet their ever-
changing needs

 

n   Showing that we are committed 
to being an essential part of the 
region’s overall growth and  
success

 n   Inviting our community partners 
to work with us on CVG’s contin-
ued evolution

 Our brand message also makes 
clear that our work is far from over. 
With Embrace What’s Next, we are 
reinforcing our commitment to the 
growth and progress outlined in our 
2016-2021 Strategic Plan.  

We invite you to lean more at 
cvgairport.com/about/next. 

CVG — Embrace What’s Next

Inset above: Amazon began cargo 
operations at CVG on May 1 

Below: Southwest launched 
service from CVG to Chicago and 
Baltimore/Washington on June 4



In the past year, St. Elizabeth 
significantly decreased the time-to-
treatment for heart attack patients, 
following an effort by stakeholders 
from every part of the care team to 
collaborate and improve processes 
that speed up care. This improvement 
was due in part to the use of a mobile 
app Pulsara, which puts timely, 
clear information in the hands of 
everyone responsible for caring for 
the patient, both inside and outside of 
the hospital. 

For patients who came to  
St. Elizabeth Edgewood via life 
squad, time from “first medical 
contact” (FMC) to the moment 
of artery-opening treatment has 
dropped 30 percent from an average 
103 minutes in the first quarter of 
2016 to an average of 72 minutes 
in January 2017. “Reducing time-
to-treatment for patients does not 
happen without effort,” said Kami 
Tehrani, DO, Cardiologist, St. Elizabeth 
Heart & Vascular Institute. “A com-
mitted team of individuals including 
administrators, physicians, emergen-
cy medical services (EMS) personnel, 
and frontline staff worked tirelessly to 
put changes in place that have made 
these gains possible.”

The collaboration began when 
St. Elizabeth agreed to participate in 
a research study sponsored by Yale 
Global Health Leadership Institute 

called Leadership Saves Lives. The 
goal of the study was to reduce inpa-
tient heart attack deaths by influenc-
ing organizational culture. 

The Pulsara app is a technology 
that has fueled the improvements. 
Once triggered by EMS in the field, or 
by the Emergency Department (ED), 
the app instantly sends the EKG to 
the cardiologist and alerts the on-call 
Cath Lab team. “This is particularly 
useful during evenings and week-
ends, ensuring physicians and staff 
are on their way to the hospital more 
quickly,” explained Mohanjit Brar, 
MD, Cardiologist, St. Elizabeth Heart 

& Vascular Institute. “This single 
point of instantaneous information 
speeds communication and creates a 
team of people all working together 
to literally ‘beat the clock’: The app 
includes a countdown clock so that 
everyone knows how they are doing 
against the benchmark time of 90 
minutes.”  

St. Elizabeth is the only hospital 
in Kentucky, Ohio or Indiana to 
utilize the Pulsara app. St. Elizabeth 
has paid for licensing to put it in the 
hands of any Northern Kentucky EMS 
department that wants to participate. 

“This improvement underscores 

the importance of calling 911 in the 
event of heart attack symptoms,” 
added Phil Dietz, firefighter and EMS 
coordinator for several Northern 
Kentucky fire departments. “EMS 
personnel can perform an EKG and 
get information to the hospital so 
physicians and staff are ready for the 
patient when he or she arrives. They 
also can perform life-saving activities 
on the way that may be necessary. 
None of these things can happen if 
you go to the ER by car. We say, ‘time 
is (heart) muscle,’ which means that 
every minute saved improves patient 
outcomes. Minutes matter.” 

St. Elizabeth Healthcare
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St. Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth Covington 
1500 James Simpson, Jr. Way
Covington, KY 41011 
859/655-8800 

St. Elizabeth Edgewood 
1 Medical Village Dr.
Edgewood, KY 41017 
859/301-2000 

St. Elizabeth Falmouth 
512 South Maple Ave. 
Falmouth, KY 41040 
859/572-3500 

St. Elizabeth Florence 
4900 Houston Rd. 
Florence, KY 41042 
859/212-5200 

St. Elizabeth Ft. Thomas  
85 North Grand Ave.
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 
859/572-3100  

St. Elizabeth Grant 
238 Barnes Rd. 
Williamstown, KY 41097 
859/824-8240 

Technology, collaboration combine to reduce 
time-to-treatment for heart attacks
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St. Elizabeth designated an ACR Diagnostic 
Imaging Center of Excellence 

St. Elizabeth has been designat-
ed a Diagnostic Imaging Center of 
Excellence™ (DICOE) by the Ameri-
can College of Radiology (ACR). 
This prestigious honor encompasses 
St. Elizabeth imaging centers in Al-
exandria, Hebron and Independence, 
as well as all hospital locations and 
the Women’s Wellness Center. The 
DICOE program, which represents 
the pinnacle of medical imaging 
care, is an achievement that goes 
beyond accreditation to recognize 
best-quality imaging practices and 
diagnostic care.

This includes a comprehensive 
assessment of the entire medi-
cal imaging enterprise, including 
structure and outcomes. The DICOE 
designation recognizes excellence 
at multiple levels — including the 

professional staff, the technology and 
the policies and procedures the or-
ganization follows — and superior 
patient care.

“This is wonderful news, and 
the fruit of a six-year process,” 
says Garren Colvin, St. Elizabeth 
President and CEO. “St. Elizabeth 
is dedicated to top-of-the-line 
technology with the most highly 
trained and qualified physicians 
and associates. This leads to better 

accuracy, better outcomes, and less 
radiation exposure to our patients. 
We hold ourselves accountable to 
the highest standards of safety and 
quality because that’s best for the 
community we serve. Patients can 
come to St. Elizabeth knowing that 
we provide the highest quality care 
in the region.”

In order to receive this elite dis-
tinction, facilities must be accredited 
by the ACR in all modalities they 

provide, and in which the ACR offers 
an accreditation program. Another 
requirement is to participate in the 
Dose Index Registry® and General 
Radiology Improvement Database, 
as well as Image Wisely® and Image 
Gently®.

St. Elizabeth is now part of an 
exclusive group of less than 200 
imaging facilities and less than 90 
healthcare systems throughout the 
country to receive this distinction. 
St. Elizabeth is also the only health-
care system in Kentucky and the en-
tire Greater Cincinnati region to be 
named a Diagnostic Imaging Center 
of Excellence. St. Elizabeth Imag-
ing conducts more than 350,000 
exams and treats more than 240,000 
patients each year. 

Same-day total-hip replacement 
Same-day total-hip replace-

ment is one of multiple outpatient 
orthopaedic surgery options 
St. Elizabeth offers patients at 
the Total Joint Center. The  
St. Elizabeth Total Joint Center 
already offers same-day total- 
knee replacement, along 
with innovations in shoulder 
replacement surgery that result 
in a faster recovery time. These 
advancements put St. Elizabeth 
at the forefront in orthopaedic 
surgery options, allowing some 
patients to return to the comfort 
of their home rather than staying 
overnight in the hospital following 
joint replacement surgery. 

To find out more about our 
outpatient surgery options, visit 
www.stelizabeth.com/orthopaedics.

“...We hold ourselves accountable to the highest 
standards of safety and quality because that’s best 
for the community we serve. Patients can come to 
St. Elizabeth knowing that we provide the highest 
quality care in the region.”
                                           -Garren Colvin, St. Elizabeth President and CEO
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Northern Kentucky Health Department

This spring, the Beechwood 
Independent School District completed 
a two-year project in collaboration with 
the Health Department that shaped 
their school environments by connect-
ing wellness to education. 

All children deserve to attend 
school in a healthy environment. 
For that reason, the wellness team at 
Beechwood worked with the Health 
Department to create more opportuni-
ties for students and staff to move more 
and eat healthier. 

Changes made at Beechwood 
schools to improve health include:

• Developing a school health team
• Providing opportunities for 

exercise after school through 
extracurricular activities

• Installing new vending machines 
with healthier food options, as 
research demonstrates that kids 
who eat well learn better
Additionally, the team focused on 

wellness policy development, which 
can create environments that support 
active lifestyles and healthy eating 
long-term. 

The Health Department provided 
Beechwood students and staff with 

training, technical assistance and 
incentives for exercise and healthy 
eating.

The collaboration with Beechwood 
was part of the REACH School Health 
Incentive Funds project. Work to 
improve school health throughout 
Northern Kentucky will continue in 
2017 with four additional schools being 
chosen to receive aid in transforming 
their wellness practices. Applications 
for those schools are due in August. For 
information, visit http://nkyhealth.
org/Fit-Classrooms/REACH.aspx. 

Northern Kentucky residents can 
safely dispose of any expired or un-
needed medications, especially opioid 
pain medication and other narcot-
ics, to help prevent misuse, abuse or 
addiction.

To facilitate safe disposal, drug 
disposal pouches are available for free 
to Northern Kentuckians at more than 
30 locations, including all Kroger 
pharmacies in Northern Kentucky. Us-
ing the pouches, individuals can safely 
dispose of medications at home.

  “As Northern Kentuckians 
continue to work together to fight the 
heroin epidemic in our community, we 
must take steps to prevent misuse or 
abuse of prescription pain medications 
and narcotics,” said Rep. Kim Moser 
(R-Kenton/Campbell County), who is 
also a Registered Nurse and the Direc-

tor of the Northern Kentucky Office 
of Drug Control Policy. “Providing 
information and access to safe disposal 
options is one way to do that.”

The drug disposal pouches were 
donated by Mallinckrodt Pharmaceu-
ticals. A proprietary activated carbon 
bonds to pharmaceutical compounds 
when water is added, rendering the 
drugs ineffective and safe for disposal 
in any setting, including the home.

In addition to the drug disposal 
pouches, medications can also be safe-
ly disposed of using dropboxes located 
at police departments in Erlanger, 
Edgewood, Villa Hills, Park Hills and 
Fort Wright, and at the Kenton County 
Police Department in Independence. 

 For more information, please 
visit http://www.nkyhealth.org/heroin-
response.aspx

Clean out your medicine cabinet to prevent 
drug abuse and protect our community

Health Department, Beechwood Schools work together to help 
students and staff eat better and move more 

Northern Kentucky Health Department

James A. Dressman Kenton County Health Center
2002 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41014    phone: 859/431-3345    fax: 859/655-6374

District Administrative Office
610 Medical Village Dr., Edgewood, KY 41017    phone: 859/341-4264    fax: 859/578-3689

The pouches are available at the following 
Kenton County locations:

• City of Edgewood, 385 Dudley Road, Edgewood
• Elsmere Senior Center, 179 Dell Ave., Elsmere
• HealthPoint Family Care, 1401 Madison Ave.,   
   Covington
• Independence Senior and Community Center,   
    2001 Jack Woods Parkway, Independence
• Kenton County Health Center, 2002 Madison Ave., 
    Covington
• Kroger Pharmacies
 - 1525 Madison Ave., Covington
 - 4303 Winston Ave., Covington
 - 1700 Declaration Drive, Independence
 - 2150 Dixie Highway, Fort Mitchel
 - 3158 Dixie Highway, Erlanger
• Ludlow Pharmacy, 130 Elm St., Ludlow
• Ludlow Senior Center, 808 Elm St., Ludlow
• Northern Kentucky Health Department,   
     610 Medical Village Drive, Edgewood
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Kenton County PVA

 WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
Darlene M. Plummer, Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Covington Office Hours (303 Court Street): Monday-Friday: 8:15 am - 4:15 pm
Ph: 859/392-1750 • Fax: 859/392-1770

Independence Office Hours (old Courthouse; 5272 Madison Pike)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am - 4 pm; Wednesday: 10 am - 6 pm 

Ph: 859/392-1678  •  Fax: 859/392-1681

Mailing Address/Email Address:
303 Court Street, Room 210, Covington, KY 41011-1697

info.kentonpva@kentoncounty.org

NEW CONVENIENT HOURS FOR 
COVINGTON PVA OFFICE!  

Monday-Friday, 8:15 am - 4:15 pm

PVA stands for “Property Valuation 
Administrator.” The Property Valuation 
Administrator (PVA) is a state official 
with county jurisdiction. The PVA is a 
locally elected official who, in addition 
to other duties, has the responsibility to 
locate and assess, at fair market value, 
all real property that lies within the 
county. Fair Market Value is the most 
probable sale price in a competitive 
and open market with a knowledge-
able and willing buyer and seller act-
ing prudently, allowing sufficient time 
for the transaction while not being 
affected by undue pressures. 

The PVA does not set tax rates, 
establish tax districts, collect taxes,  
or make laws affecting property  
owners. However, the PVA must ensure 
Constitutional and Statutory laws are 
followed in the assessment of property. 

Your  PVA also stands for honesty, 
integrity and fiscal responsibility and 
serves ready to serve you. 

Does your group or organization 
want to learn more about the PVA 
office and its function? Email Darlene 
Plummer, PVA at darlene.plummer@
kentoncounty.org.  

What is a “PVA” and 
what does a PVA do?

In keeping with Kentucky statutory 
requirements, the PVA office is required 
to review properties at least once every 
four years. For assessment year 2018, 
the PVA office will be reviewing proper-

ties in the cities of Bromley, Covington, 
Ludlow, Ft. Mitchell (Beechwood 
School only). You can view your  
property information FREE online at 
www.kentonpva.com. 

Property review 

Happy Birthday from the 
PVA Office!

Did you know that you may 
qualify for a reduction in the taxable 
value of your home thereby reducing 
your property taxes? The Kentucky 
Homestead Act is a tax exemption 
established for the benefit of the 
senior homeowner. The Homestead 
Exemption (HEX) is deter mined every 
two years by the General Assembly to 
reflect increases in the cost of living. 
For 2017 and 2018, the new amount 
of the exemption (assess ment reduc-
tion) has been increased to $37,600. 

Am I eligible? 
Homestead Exemption: Property 
owners in the state of Kentucky are 
eligible for the Homestead Exemption 
(HEX) if they are the legal owner of 

record of their home as of January 1 
for the year in which they turn 65. To 
qualify for the homestead exemption, 
a person must be at least 65 years old 
during the tax period and the prop-
erty must be owned, occupied and 
maintained by the taxpayer as their 
primary residence on the January 1 
assessment date. DON’T WAIT UNTIL 
YOUR BIRTHDAY! If you will turn 65 
this year (2017), come in now for this 
benefit. 

Disability Exemption: Not 65 
years of age but 100% disabled? You 
may still qualify for a disability ex-
emption (DEX), thereby also reducing 
your net taxable value.  Please visit 
our website for additional details.

Interested in periodic email 
announcements concerning the 
PVA Office?
Sign up at www.kentonpva.com. The PVA office will not distribute, share or 
sell your email information.

VISIT THE PVA BOOTH AT THIS YEAR’S SENIOR PICNIC ON 
SEPTEMBER 21.  We look forward to meeting you!



Recently the Covington 
Business Council 
asked me to speak 
on events of the last 

couple of years. As I jotted down 
notes, it brought back memories and 
thoughts about where we are today 
as a community, and where we are 
going to be in the years to come.

Two years ago, we went to the 
Kentucky General Assembly to seek 
their assistance in reforming our 
Kenton County Airport Board. We did 
this to assure professional man-
agement and to build a team —  
board, leadership and employees —  
singularly focused on advancing  
our region.  

Roll forward two years, and I 
can largely summarize the results 
with four words — Southwest 
Airlines ... Amazon Prime. Two of 
our nation’s leading companies are 
now making substantial investments 
in our Kenton County Airport that 
will create thousands of great jobs in 
our community.

Today, we have an airport with 
an energized and focused leader-
ship team, record growth in flights 
and cargo, and we have an airport 
that is going to revolutionize our 
community’s economic development 
for a second occasion in our lifetime. 
So, just buckle up ... the next several 
years at CVG are going to be a great, 
great ride!    

Two years ago, no one knew that 
Kenton County had zero — that’s 
right, zero — sites ready for new 
manufacturers by industry stan-
dards. In fact, in hindsight, it’s fair 
to say that a great era in Kenton 
County’s economic development 
history ended in the mid-2000s, with 
a diminishing number of develop-
able sites, the lingering effects of the 
recession on our development com-
munity, and the resulting changes in 
our banking laws.  

So, we’re introducing real infra-
structure and market-based plan-
ning to our community to support 
and encourage long term develop-
ment. Tri-ED, PDS, Duke Energy and 

many others are a part of this effort. 
The results of this work won’t be fully 
realized in the near future, but it will 
be a tremendous benefit for genera-
tions to come. 

Also, we’ve partnered with 
Cintrifuse to execute Kenton 
County’s first effort to maximize 
our community’s attractiveness for 
technology and knowledge-based 
economic development. With CTI 
joining our community this year, 
the largest office-driven employer 
to come to Northern Kentucky since 
Fidelity’s expansion in 2005, we’ve 
proven we can compete at the high-
est levels for knowledge-based busi-
nesses, and we intend to continue to 
get our share of those wins.  

Switching subjects, how close 
is your cell phone to you right now?  
When you call 911, you expect an 
answer, right? Not just an answer, 
but a response, and a quick response 
at that.

Yet, our emergency dispatch 
operation uses technology today that 
has more in common with 8-track 

tapes than your phone. Technology 
that was being used in 1977 when 
the Beverly Hills Supper Club fire oc-
curred. Technology that is, frankly, 
obsolete, and whose manufacturers 
no longer even produce replacement 
parts for the system.  

Today, we’re on our way to a 
groundbreaking regionalization of 
dispatch technology in Northern 
Kentucky that will not only bring 
Boone, Campbell and Kenton coun-
ties into sync, but provide our first 
responders, and other public agen-
cies — from schools to utilities —  
absolute state-of-the-art emergency 
response communications.

This dispatch system will be 
the largest regional project of its 
type ever attempted, and soon to 
be “accomplished,” in the history 
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  
Because, when you call, we will 
answer, and we will respond quickly.

Now, not all facts are so pleasant 
to talk about.

Let me be direct — our nation is 
in the midst of an opioid and heroin 
epidemic. The roots of it started 20 
years ago with the proliferation of, 
and ease of access to, powerful pain 
pills. According to the federal govern-
ment, 80% of heroin addicts start as 
pain pill addicts. Pain pills for work 
injuries, pain pills for sports injuries, 
pain pills for dental procedures ... 
pain pills for all kinds of problems.
And, through many paths, the 
addiction to pain pills leads to an 
addiction to heroin.

Today, Kenton County has a na-
tionally recognized heroin addiction 
treatment program in our deten-
tion center, a statewide-recognized 
regional heroin helpline, and a quick 
response team visiting identified ad-

www.kentoncounty.org
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Looking back, and looking forward

Kris Knochelmann
Kenton County 
Judge/Executive

“Today, we’re on our way to a 

groundbreaking regionalization of dispatch 

technology in Northern Kentucky that 

will not only bring Boone, Campbell and 

Kenton counties into sync, but provide our 

first responders, and other public agencies 

— from schools to utilities — absolute 

state-of-the-art emergency response 

communications.”
- Kris Knochelmann 

From the desk of Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Judge/Executive
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Kenton County improves emergency 
preparedness with new CodeRED system

Kenton County is implementing 
CodeRED, a high-speed emergency 
notification service provided by 
Emergency Communications 
Network. 

“The CodeRED system allows 
the County to quickly disseminate 
critical information to our citizens 
during emergencies. This is a signifi-
cant enhancement of our emergency 
preparedness capabilities,” said 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann. 
The County anticipates using the 
system to notify impacted residents 
in emergencies such as fires, floods, 
and Amber Alerts.

All residents are encouraged to 
visit http://bit.ly/KCCodeRED to en-

roll contact information, including 
cell phone numbers, text and email 
addresses. 

If you live in an area with 
reduced cellular/Internet connec-
tivity, please make sure to register 
your land line phone in addition 
to cellular devices. No one should 
automatically assume they are in the 
emergency contact database.

The CodeRED system will be an 
integral component in the County’s 
emergency response and com-
munications outreach through its 
capabilities to send telephone calls, 
text messages, emails and social 
media to alert residents of the need 
to protect life and property. Dispatch-

ers, emergency 
management 
personnel, and 
police and fire 
agencies across the County have 
been trained to use this system.  

“We need all residents to take 
the time to update their informa-
tion,” said Homeland Security & 

Emergency Management Director 
Steve Hensley. “The success of this 
system is dependent upon citizens 
entering their information. The 
more accurate contacts we have, 
the better we can notify residents of 
emergencies.”

The App can be downloaded 
for free from the iPhone App store 
as well as the Android Google Play 
store.  

Kenton County Fire Chiefs 
Association offers helpful tips

In a fire, seconds count. 
Seconds can mean the difference 
between residents of Kenton County 
escaping safely from a fire or 
having their lives end in tragedy. 
Please practice these fire safety tips 
brought to you by the fire depart-
ments of the Kenton County Fire 
Chiefs’ Association:

•   Smoke alarms save lives! Make 
sure you have working smoke 
alarms in your home. Test your 
smoke alarms monthly by press-
ing the test button to be sure 
the alarm is working. Replace 
smoke alarm batteries every 
6 months. And replace smoke 
alarms every 10 years.

•   Draw a map of your home with 
all members of your household, 
and draw an escape plan mark-
ing two exits from each room 

and a path to the outside from 
each exit.

•   Make sure you have a meeting 
place once outside and that 
everyone knows of its location.

•   Practice your home fire drill 
twice a year. Conduct one at 
night and one during the day 
with everyone in your home, and 
practice using different ways out.

•    Teach children how to escape on 
their own in case you can’t help 
them.

•   Make sure the number of your 
home is clearly marked and easy 
for the fire department to find.

•   Close doors behind you as you 
leave – this may slow the spread 
of smoke, heat, and fire.

•   Once you get outside, stay out-
side. Never go back inside a 
burning building!

dicts that is already achieving  
the same level of success and  
recognition.  

We will not stop until this 
epidemic is defeated. When 100 com-
munity members gather in Erlanger 
to go door-to-door to educate and 
protect their neighbors, and when 
another 110 gather in Independence 
to do the same, I know in my heart 
that we will beat this thing.

To close on a positive note, and 
one I think that you’ll particularly 
like, most of you know that our fifty-
year-old county administration 
building in Covington is 40% oc-
cupied, with no free surface parking 
and inconvenient access from the 
interstate.  

By the beginning of 2019, we’ll 
have a new county administration 
building right off the interstate at 
the old Bavarian Brewery location, 
with all the surface parking we’ll ever 
need, and an opportunity to revital-

ize an iconic community structure 
and a long neglected neighborhood.

And, yes, this has been done 
without raising taxes. Toward that 
end, I want to thank some special 
individuals, my fellow Fiscal Court 
members — Dr. Jon Draud, Joe 
Nienaber and Beth Sewell. All four 
of us care passionately about our 
county. We all bring a different 
perspective to the Fiscal Court. Every 
month, every week, every day, our 
passion for our community, and our 
different perspectives help to make us 
better in our roles.  

As a much respected member of 
our community, Bill Robinson, was 
fond of saying before he was taken 
from us too soon — “Upward and 
onward!” Let’s go out there and 
make great things happen for Kenton 
County!

FROM THE DESK OF KRIS KNOCHELMANN, continued



New Rainout Line
Kenton County Parks & Recre-

ation (KCP&R) is making it easier 
for citizens to stay up to date when 
adverse weather affects sporting 
events and field availability. KCP&R 
has invested in a new Rainout Line 
solution, which includes several 
ways of checking status information. 
The new number to call to check 
field availability is 859/544-1700. 
KCP&R will no longer update field 
availability on their current phone 
line.

Wild Wednesdays! 
Discover the fascinating world of 

wildlife! Wild Wednesdays! are free 
and begin at 9:30 am. They are held, 
rain or shine, at Middleton-Mills 
Park in Shelterhouse 2. 

Wild Wednesdays! are for 
everyone! All you need is a sense of 
wonder and KCP&R will take care of 
the rest. Go wild! Wild Wednesdays! 
Don’t miss a single adventure! 

Be sure to check out the pre-pro-
gram (9:30 am) and post-programs 
(11 am), as they vary. There will 
also be free raffles of terrific donated 
prizes. 

(Almost) Every Other 
Thursday Science 

(Almost) Every Other Thursday 
Science programs are interactive, 
educational and fun! These free 
programs are held in Shelterhouse 
1 at Pioneer Park, rain or shine, 
beginning at 9:30 am. This program 
has something for everyone!  

Third Tuesday Nature 
Series: National  
Aviation Week
•   8/15 - Bats are some of 

nature’s most amazing fliers! 
Celebrate National Aviation 
Week as we learn about bats! 
Join Kenton County Parks & 

Recreation and the Kenton 
County Library at Lincoln 
Ridge Park (Shelterhouse 3) in 
Independence for bat stories, 
bat information, and hands-on 
bat activities! You’d be batty to 
miss this last program in the 
Third Tuesday Nature Series. The 
program is from 6:30-8 pm.

Star Gaze
What will the night sky reveal? 

Find out at the free Star Gaze hosted 
by Kenton County Parks & Recre-
ation, the Cincinnati Observatory 
Center, and the Midwestern Astrono-
mers on August 26 at Lincoln Ridge 
Park and Public Works. Jeff Hutton 
will present “Chasing the Moon’s 
Shadow,” beginning at 8 pm. The 
indoor portion of the program will 
last about an hour and is open to 
participants of all ages. Sky viewing 
will begin at 9 pm by Shelterhouse 
1 & 2.  

www.kentoncounty.org
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Kenton County Parks & Recreation News/Events

Kenton County Fiscal Court

Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management: 859/392-1488
HSEM@KentonCounty.org

County Dispatch: 859/356-3191
County.Dispatch@KentonCounty.org

Parks & Recreation: 859/525-7529
Parks.Recreation@KentonCounty.org

Police Department: 859/392-1940
Police.Department@KentonCounty.org

Human Resources: 859/392-1400
Human.Resources@KentonCounty.org

Human Services: 859/392-1400
Human.Services@KentonCounty.org

Public Works: 859/392-1920
Public.Works@KentonCounty.org

Golf Courses: 859/371-3200
info@golfkentoncounty.com

Animal Shelter: 859/356-7400
Animal.Shelter@KentonCounty.org

Detention Center: 859/363-2400
Detention.Center@KentonCounty.org

Occupational License:  
859/392-1440
Occupational.License@ 
KentonCounty.org

All other: 859/392-1400

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

Facebook.com/Kentoncounty

Twitter.com/Kentoncounty

Instagram.com/Kentoncountyky

Fiscal Court 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann  Kris.Knochelmann@KentonCounty.org 

Commissioner Beth Sewell  Beth.Sewell@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud  Jon.Draud@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Joe Nienaber  Joe.Nienaber@KentonCounty.org  

Administration: 859/392-1400

Call 859/544-1700 to 
check on field availability 
in the event of adverse 

weather.

•   8/9 -Turtle Time with the WAVE 
Foundation from the Newport 
Aquarium 
-9:30 am pre-program: Kenton 
County Public Library 
-11:00 a.m. post-program: 
Dominach’s Taekwondo 
Academy

•   8/16 - The Water Show (Wear 
your swimsuit!) with Family-
Time Entertainment
-9:30 am pre-program: To be 
decided. 
-11 am post-program: 
Woodmen Life

•   8/10 -  WOW Science with 
Science Matters in America
-9:30 am pre-program: Kenton 
County Public Library 
-11 am post-program: 
Dominach’s Taekwondo 
Academy



Kentucky Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly 
known as Food Stamps, is the food as-
sistance program for low-income families 
and individuals living in Kentucky. The 
program provides access to food so that 
low-income families living in the state 
can feed themselves and stay healthy. 

As of December 2015, there were 
18,382 SNAP recipients in Kenton County. 
This makes up 11.2% of the population. 
22.3% of Kenton County’s children are 
considered to live in poverty. The average 
benefit amount received each month for 
low-income families is $277.10.  

The goal of Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education (SNAP-
Ed) is to teach SNAP recipients and 
eligible individuals how to plan nutritious 
meals on a limited budget, acquire 
safe food handling practices, improve 
food preparation skills and change 
behavior necessary to have a healthy 
lifestyle. SNAP-Ed is administered by 
the University of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service. Our extension office 
shares research based information to 
educate and assist these limited resource 
families. In Kenton County, all Extension 
agents and program assistants (FCS, Ag, 
Hort, 4-H) work diligently through a vari-
ety of locations, methods and programs to 
help with this mission. Here is a sampling 
of programs held in the past year. 

Grow it, preserve it,  
cook it
•  Over 800 lbs. of fresh produce from 

Kenton County Cooperative Exten- 
    

sion’s demonstration gardens were 
donated to local food banks.

•  Youth day camps held at county 
libraries, schools and community 
centers teaching healthy cooking 
skills.

•  Earth Day activities included passing 
out free seeds for home vegetable and 
herb gardens at all Kenton County 
Libraries, the Community Action 
office, and local Housing Authority 
center.  

•  Numerous fruit and vegetable 
gardening programs were conducted. 
Clientele provided plant health 
diagnosis, soil testing and horticul-

ture support for home gardens and 
production.

•  Hands-on food preservation classes 
offered for adults and youth on 
proper techniques for freezing, 
drying, and canning of fruits and 
vegetables.

•  Agents, assistants, and volunteers 
work with the four Kenton County 
Farmers Markets to provide informa-
tion on growing, preparing, and 
preserving locally produced fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs. 

•  Basic nutrition and food preparation 
skills were taught to adults in transi-
tion through local job training sites.

•  Housing authority centers served as a 
site for teaching basic food prepara-
tion skills to youth and adults.

•  The “Plate it Up-Kentucky Proud” 
programs taught ways to increase 
consumption of fruits and vegetables 
by showing how to prepare locally 
grown produce. 

Schools/youth

•  4-H “It’s Your Reality” program 
exposed youth in grades 8 through 
12 on cost-of-living for individuals 
and families, including a focus on 
food expenses.

•  Provided support to school gardens 
including free seeds and horticulture 
guidance. Follow-up programs show 
use of fresh produce from gardens 
with family-friendly recipes and 
activities.

• “Dairy Day” presented at local work-
ing dairy farm for 4th grade urban 
youth to expose children to milk pro-
duction, handling, and nutritional 
benefits.

•  “Money-Wise” programs conducted 
at local schools with pre-teen youth 
on learning how to spend wisely for 
food items.

•  “Making Friends With Food” 
program encouraged pre-school and 
elementary youth to explore and try 
new fruits and vegetables, and to help 
develop a positive relationship with 
healthy foods in a fun, interactive, 
hands-on way.

Continued on next page
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 Your Kenton County Extension Service provides research-based educational programs in the 
areas of Family and Consumer Sciences, Agriculture, Horticulture, 4-H Youth Development and 

Community Development.

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Education (SNAP-Ed) — Educating families on good nutrition

FCS summer 

intern Kym 

Johnson 

teaches about 

the benefits of 

eating fruits 

and vegetables 

to children at 

a summer day 

camp.
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Relatives Raising Children 
Support Group Meeting
Starting in September. Please call for monthly 
meeting dates and location.
If you are one of the thousands in the state raising 
a relative’s child/children, you are not alone! 
Emotional support as well as information on 
available resources and parenting tips is available 
at the monthly support group luncheons. This 
program is a collaborative effort with the Family 
Resource Centers in Kenton County. Free child care 
is available upon request. No fee.

Healthy Living – 
From the Inside Out
Monday, August 21, 5:30-8:30 pm, 
Boone County Enrichment Center
Call Kenton Co. Extension for reservations
Join the Northern Kentucky area homemakers for 
this series of topics, including “Taking Care of your 
Heart,” “Educate Before you Medicate,” “Staying 
Safe in your Home,” and much more. Light dinner 
included, no cost, but registration required. Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Screenings available with 
pre-registration. 

Exciting Opportunities with 4-H!
Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.

Register online at kentoncountyextension.com, in person, or call 356-3155.

4-H “It’s Your Reality”
Offered October through April to schools 8th 
through 12th grades
Please call for additional information, two 
months prior to scheduling.
4-H “It’s Your Reality” allows youth to receive 
a career based on their educational goals. Par-
ticipants then visit “stores” to provide for their 
needs and the needs of their family. The store 
process helps young people determine whether 
their career aspirations provide the income for 
their desired lifestyle as an adult.  

4-H Clover Bud Meetings
Third Wednesday of month, 7 pm 
Do you have a child who wants to join 4-H but 
is not 4-H age?  This club is for you. Children in 
school K-3 are invited to become a Clover Bud. 
We will do fun activities such as crafts, cooking 
and science each month. Please call office for 
meeting location. 

4-H Dog Club   
Dates, and times and location TBA
Help your dog learn basic behaviors, impulse 
control, sit, stay, down, loose-leash walking 
and more.

4-H Shooting Sports Club
Orientation/New Season starting Tuesday, 
January 16, 2018; 6 pm
Taking new members!  4-H shooting sports is 
an introduction to the safe, responsible use of 
firearms and archery equipment – a valuable 
life skill. Youth are trained by 
a certified leader on 
how to handle and 
shoot firearms 
safely. While 
competition is 
not the main fo-
cus, the program 
offers opportunities 
to participate in shoot-
ing events. This program is 
for youth 9 to 
18 years old. Call 
office after January 1, 2018 for 
location details.

Livestock Educational   
Programs
All Livestock Educational Programs will be held 
at Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
If you would like to participate in showing live-
stock, beef, sheep, swine, dairy goats or country 

Additional Extension Classes

Shooting 
Sports Leaders 
wanted. Start 

training in October. 
Contact Denise 

Donahue at 
356-3155.

4-H Council New Year Kickoff
Monday, August 21, 6:30 pm, Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
We are looking for community volunteers to serve on 4-H Council to help plan Kenton County 4-H programs. 4-H 
Council meets seven times each year. Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm. Meeting follows at 7 pm.

Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.
NOTE: All checks payable to “Kenton Co. Extension District Board” unless otherwise indicated. Visit our website at kentoncountyextension.org for complete details.

www.kentoncountyextension.com

Healthy living for  
families on a budget

•  Kenton County Farm Harvest Tour 
gives families an opportunity to 
connect with local producers of fruits 
and vegetables.

•  2,600 CHOPCHOP magazines, an 
award-winning quarterly magazine 
published in both Spanish and 
English filled with nutritious, 
ethnically diverse, inexpensive 
recipes, were distributed to various 
locations to encourage healthy eating 
habits.

•  Back-to-School Readifests are held 
at many schools throughout Kenton 
County. Extension agents and 
assistants participated and provided 
recipes, literature on healthy lunches, 
and helpful items for food storage 
and preparation.

• “Super Families” program provided 
hands-on, nutrition focused activities 
for youth and adults.

•  Kenton County worked with local 
organizations like Greater Cincinnati 
Food Policy Council to assist with 
connecting local fresh foods to 
residents.

•  Information on the proper 
preparation and storage of 
commodity foods shared at the Food 
Banks. 

• “Stretch your Food Dollar” programs 
held for parents at local school 
Family Resource Centers.

•  The Kenton County Nutrition 
Education Program assistants taught 
nutrition lessons reaching 885 SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) participants in FY 2016.  

SNAP-Ed, continued

Nutrition Education Program Assistants 
Dorisa Johnson (left) and Angela 
Baldauff (right) work with families 
and individuals in Kenton County who 
would like new and fun ideas for 
feeding their families healthy foods 
while saving time and money.
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Understanding Alzheimer’s 
Disease
Thursday, August 31, 6 pm, 
Durr Annex, Dixie Highway
Join Marie Smart, Dementia Care Specialist, 
recently retired from Sanders-Brown Center 
on Aging Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center 
in Lexington for this open discussion on how 
Alzheimer’s Disease is diagnosed, medical 
treatment advice and caregiving basics.

Basic Computer Skills
Tuesday, September 5; Thursday, 
September 7; Tuesday, September 12, 
2-3:30 pm; Durr Annex, Dixie Highway. OR
Wednesday, September 6; Monday, 
September 11; & Wednesday, September 13, 
6-7:30 pm; Durr Annex, Dixie Highway
Do you have a computer, and you are not 
sure how to use it? This class is for beginners 
with NO or limited computer experience. 
Class will focus on using the computer to 
do basic operations using “Open Office” to 
practice word processing such as letters, cards, 
signs, calendars, etc. It is for Windows-based 
computers; NO MACS. There are two sessions—
one from 2- 3:30 pm and another from 
6-7:30 pm. PLEASE CHOOSE ONE SESSION.  
Each session meets three times. Class is limited 
to first 5 callers for each class (minimum 4 
participants for class to be held).

Forest-Farmed Herbs
Tuesday, September 5, 6-8:30 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Learn how to grow ginseng, ramps, mountain 
mint, and other native botanicals in your 
woods. Taught by Shawn Wright, University of 
Kentucky Specialist in fruit, vegetables, and 
medicinal herbs. Register by August 25. Light 
meal will be served.

Brain Matters (Dine and Learn 
Series)
Thursdays, September 7, 14 & 21, 6-7:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Dixie Highway
During this 3-part series, we will discuss good 
health elements that may contribute to better 
brain well-being.  Series includes sessions on 
healthy eating, physical activities, and mental 
exercises.  Join us for one or all sessions. This 
series is for adults. A light meal will be provided. 

Kenton County Farm Harvest 
Tour-Stop
Saturday, September 16, 9 am-5 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Road, Outdoor 
Education Center (Barn)
Come see Kenton County Extension’s 
Horticulture demonstration gardens; walk the 
tree trail; test-taste home grown peppers, both 
sweet and hot! 

Medicare
Tuesday, September 19, 6-7:30 pm,   
Durr Annex, Dixie Highway
Are you reaching 65 on your next birthday?  
Have questions about your Medicare benefits?  
This class will assist in understanding Medicare 
benefits.

Fall Wildflower Walk
Tuesday, September 19, 6-7:30 pm,  
Location to be announced
Rain or shine - wear sturdy shoes. Register by 
September 12.

CES Volunteer Orientation
Tuesday, September 19, 6-8 pm, Durr Center, 
Marshall Road
New Cooperative Extension and 4-H volunteers 
are encouraged to attend Volunteer Orientation.  
Learn about what Kenton County Cooperative 
Extension Service does in our community as 
well as how to handle diverse situations. This 
program is being held for adult volunteers 
— not appropriate for age 14 and under.  
Reservations required by September 15.

Woodland Owners Short 
Course
Saturday, September 23, 9 am-4:30 pm, 
Kenton County Library, Erlanger
Learn how to care for your woods and manage 
these important resources. Register by 
September 15 on-line at: www.ukyforestry.org.  
For further info contact 859/257-7597.

County Fair Animal Projects
Tuesday, September 26, 6:30 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Are you curious what it would take to show 
a pet or livestock project at the county fair? 
This information-filled class is designed to 
help you decide. In addition to learning about 
the different projects from leaders and 4-H 
members, you will learn about community 4-H 
clubs that are specific to pets or farm animals.

Beginning Composting
Thursday, October 5, 10 am, Durr Annex, 
Dixie Highway
Learn how to create a new compost pile.

Invasive Plants & Insects in the 
Woods and Landscape
Thursday, October 5, 3-5 pm, Durr Center, 
Marshall Road
What you should look for and how to manage 
invasive plants and insects if you find them.

Hemming Your Clothes
Thursday, October 5, 6 pm, Durr Annex, 
Dixie Highway. 
Learn the basics of preparing clothes for 
hemming machine and hand-stitched hems. 
This is a “hands-on” class. Class size limited. 
$5 fee, checks payable to Kenton Co. District 
Board

Cast Iron for Cooking
Tuesday, October 10, 10-11:30 am, Durr 
Center, Marshall Road 
Pick up tips for choosing, using and caring for 
cast iron and enameled cast iron. Register by 
calling 859/356-3155. Also being offered 
at Boone County Enrichment Center, 
Upper Level, on Tuesday, October 17, 6:30-8 pm. 
Call 586-6101 to register.

Tackling Your Laundry
Tuesday, October 10, 6 pm, Durr Annex, 
Dixie Highway
Learn laundry/fabric care basics, common 
stain removal strategies, the difference between 
traditional and High Efficiency washing 
machines, and choosing the right product for 
the right job.

Winter Squash
Thursday, October 12, 6 pm, Durr Annex, 
Dixie Highway
We will discuss ways to identify, prepare and 
preserve all those interesting winter squash. And 
we’ll try a few recipes. 

Holiday Survival Skills
Tuesday, October 17, 6-7:30 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Does thinking of the holidays cause you stress? 
This class will give you tips on preparing for 
the holidays.

Chainsaw Safety
Thursday, October 19, 3-6 pm, Durr Center, 
Marshall Rd., Outdoor Ed. Center (Barn)
Learn the basics for safe handling of a chainsaw 
and which of our hardwoods make the best 
firewood for your home. Dress for the weather; 
rain or shine. Register by October 12.

Plate It Up
Thursday, October 26, 10 am, Durr Center, 
Marshall Road
Join us for some new fall side dish ideas 
featuring several “Plate It Up” recipes made 
with seasonal Kentucky commodities. This class 
is for adults. 

Continued on next page

Kenton County Homemaker 
Kick-Off
Tuesday, August 29, 6 pm, Durr Center, 
Marshall Road
Join Kenton County Homemakers as they “kick off” 
their new program year. Special feature program 
on our local substance abuse problems presented 
by Northern Kentucky Drug Strike Force, St. 
Elizabeth Hospital and N. Ky. Health Department. 
Light dinner included, no cost, but registration 
required. 

Home Security
Tuesday, August 29, 6-7:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Dixie Highway
This class will cover some basic home   
security tips.

Exciting Opportunities with 4-H!
Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.

Register online at kentoncountyextension.com, in person, or call 356-3155.

ham next summer, the educational meetings 
will have to be completed before your animal is 
tagged and weighed in. The livestock education 
meeting dates include:  Saturday, Oct. 28, 
8:30-11:30 am; Tuesday, Nov. 21, 6-9 pm; 
Thursday, Dec. 7, 6-8 pm; Tuesday Dec. 19, 
6-8 pm, Thursday, Dec. 21, 6:30-8:30 pm, 
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018, 8:30-11:30 am; 

Saturday, Jan. 13, 2018 - Snow Date if 
Needed (time to be announced).

4-H Horse Programs
All interested youth desiring to participate 
in horse programs must enroll in 4-H and 

complete six hours of instructional training 
in order to be eligible for horse participation.  

Certified horse hours are offered September 
thru March. Youth interested must complete the 
educational programs during this time period 
and earn six hours to be eligible to participate 
in horse programs.  Please contact the Exten-
sion office by October 1 to become involved in 
horse projects. If you are new to 4-H, please call 
us for additional information.  

*4-H programs are for youth aged 9-18, 
unless otherwise specified.

Additional Extension Classes

Shooting 
Sports Leaders 
wanted. Start 

training in October. 
Contact Denise 

Donahue at 
356-3155.

4-H Council New Year Kickoff
Monday, August 21, 6:30 pm, Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
We are looking for community volunteers to serve on 4-H Council to help plan Kenton County 4-H programs. 4-H 
Council meets seven times each year. Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm. Meeting follows at 7 pm.

Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.
NOTE: All checks payable to “Kenton Co. Extension District Board” unless otherwise indicated. Visit our website at kentoncountyextension.org for complete details.

Learn how to exhibit an animal at 
County Fair Animal Project night.
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The Cooperative Extension Service is an educational organization that links the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment, and Kentucky State University with area residents. They provide university resources, 
programming and expertise in community and economic development, agriculture, horticulture, food science and safety, 

family and consumer sciences, and 4-H youth development.

Main Office & Outdoor 
Education Center (OEC) — 
Durr Center- 
10990 Marshall Rd., Covington, KY 
 phone: 356–3155  •   fax: 356–0363    
e-mail: DL_CES_KENTON@EMAIL.UKY.EDU

Satallite Classrooms —   
Durr Annex-    
Kmart Plaza, 3099 Dixie Hwy., Edgewood, KY 

Dan Allen, 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources
Mary S. 
Averbeck,  4-H 
Youth Development

Joan Bowling, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
Linda Brown-
Price, Family and 
Consumer Sciences

Kathy R. Byrnes, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
Denise 
Donahue, 4-H 
Youth Development

Michele Stanton, 
Horticulture
Diane Kelley, 
4-H Youth 
Development 

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Agents

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Follow us on social media!

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Don’t miss the 
2017 Kenton 
County Farm 
Harvest Tour!
Saturday, September 16

9 am - 5 pm
Rain or Shine!

4-H programs are delivered by the 
University of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service. Kenton County 4-H 
agents and assistants provide experi-
ences where young people learn by do-
ing. Youth members complete hands-
on projects in areas such as leadership, 
science, agriculture and citizenship, in 
a positive environment. Youth receive 
guidance from adult volunteers and 
mentors and are encouraged to take 
on proactive leadership roles through 
in-school and after-school programs, 
school and community clubs and 4-H 
camps.

Getting involved with 4-H is easy 
and costs are kept to a minimum. 
Children select their 4-H education 

project so they can choose one that 
works within a family’s budget. 4-H 
programs are available for children 
ages 9-18. 4-H Clover Bud programs are 
available for children ages 5-7.

The Kenton County Cooperative 
Extension office can help you find the 
right program for your child and pro-
vide you with meeting locations, time 
commitment and program details.

Join Kenton County 4-H!

Welcome Mary Ann!
Mary Ann Schultz is the new 
Horticulture Technician for 
the Kenton County Extension. 
Looking for a career change 
and pursuing an interest in 
horticulture, Mary Ann returned 
to school at Cincinnati State to 
study Landscape and Sustain-
able Horticulture. Mary Ann is 
enjoying her work at the Exten-
sion and is looking forward to 
the opportunities and experi-
ences the Extension has to offer. 

The 4-H Be the ‘E’ Club built raised-bed garden 
boxes for a local nursing home as a service 
learning project.

 CLASSES, continued

Venison 101
Monday, October 30, 6 pm, Durr Center, 
Marshall Road
Learn the basics about preparing venison 
dishes and preserving for future use. Class 
will discuss wildlife food plots and if they are 
needed.

Native Trees & The Insects 
That Love Them
Monday, November 6, 6-8:30 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Learn about our native trees, forest health, and 
the beneficial and harmful insects that affect 
our trees. Register by October 27. Light meal 
will be served.

Thanksgiving Door Swag
Make & Take:
Thursday, November 9, 6-8 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Make a fall door decoration of natural 
materials. Cost for materials is $6. Register 
with your payment by November 2.

Holiday Panorama
Wednesday, November 15, 4-6:30 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Before you know it, it will be time to “Deck 
those Halls” again! During this open house, 
you will see a variety of decorating and easy 
gift-giving ideas, plus try some delicious food 
ideas. Your fee will include generous “tastes” 
plus a book of instructions and recipes for 
items shown and tasted. Class size limited.
Class fee $8 – checks payable to Kenton Co. 
District Board.

Homemaker’s “Girl’s Day 
Out”
Saturday, November 18, 9 am-5 pm, Durr 
Center, Marshall Road
Join Kenton County Homemakers for a fun 
and productive day. Bring some projects you 
wish to work on, or learn a few new ones with 
us! Cost is $15 – includes breakfast and lunch. 
Proceeds to Kenton County Homemaker 
Scholarship Fund. Make checks payable to 
Kenton County Homemakers. 

Kids* Make and Take 
Birdhouse 
Wednesday, December 6, 4-6 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Road
Assemble a birdhouse and learn what to feed 
our feathered friends during the winter. Leave 
the class with a finished birdhouse, your 
own bird feed mix, wrapped and ready for 

gift giving. Materials Fee: $12, must register 
by Friday, November 17.  *Ages 9 to 12 years; 
must be accompanied by an adult. Bring your 
own carpenter’s hammer!

Evergreen Holiday Swag
Make & Take:
Thursday, December 7, 7-9 pm, please call 
office for class location
Make a beautiful door decoration of greens 
and natural materials. Basic swag package, 
$25; other decorations available that evening 
upon request. Register with payment by 
November 22.

Durr Annex 
closing.  
Beginning in mid-
October, our Durr annex 
office will be closing. 
We hope to re-open 
at another location 
in the near future. 
We appreciate your 
understanding during 
this time of transition. 
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TANK

TANK Covington Transit Center gets new look

TANK is the public transit authority that provides 
bus service in Boone, Campbell and Kenton 

counties and downtown Cincinnati.
Contact us!  Phone: 331-TANK (8265) •  Web: www.tankbus.org

Connect with TANK!
Facebook TANK (Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky) • Instagram tankbus

Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky

Kenton County TANK Routes:
Local
Southbank Shuttle
#1        Dixie Highway/Florence
#3        Ludlow/Bromley
#5        Holman Ave/Fort Wright
#7        Madison Ave/Latonia
#8        Eastern Ave/Fort Wright
#9        Taylor Mill/Independence
#33      Thomas More Pkwy/  
            Crestview Hills

Express
#17X Buttermilk Pike Express
#18X Fort Mitchell/Edgewood  
 Express
#30X Fort Wright/  
 Independence Express
#31X Rolling Hills Dr. Express
#35X East-West Express

The Covington Transit Center 
(CTC) received a full-scale trans-
formation and renovation recently, 
making it a more inviting and help-
ful hub for all TANK services. 

The Covington Transit Center 
is TANK’s main Northern Kentucky 
transfer facility, a place where 
more than 4,000 TANK passengers 
pass through each day. 488 local 
and express bus trips per weekday 
serve the Covington Transit Center, 
which sits in the heart of Downtown 
Covington, across from the Northern 
Kentucky Convention Center and the 
Kenton County courthouse. 1,200 
people use the Covington Transit 
Center as their on/off stop or transfer 
point every weekday. The Covington 
Transit Center was originally opened 

in 1998, on the ground floor of the 
Kenton County parking garage. 

Features of the 
renovated Covington 
Transit Center
•  Designated bays for boarding with 

a new saw-tooth design
•  Improved signage inside and out-

side of the CTC to assist customers 
with locating their bus

•  Bright lighting for safety
•  Information booth
•  Enhanced accessibility for seniors 

and riders with disabilities, with a 
raised passenger platform

We invite you to stop in to see 
the space and pick up a new bus 
schedule for the route near you!

Recent renovations at the Covington Transit Center 
make it a more inviting and helpful hub.
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Kenton County Alliance

Kenton County Alliance

Educational stability and childhood 
homelessness in NKY

According to the Kentucky 
Department of Education, over 2,000 
children experienced homelessness 
in NKY in 2016. Surprising to many, 
the majority of these children did 
not live in shelters. According to 
data from the National Center for 
Homeless Education, 78.9% of all 
school-aged children in Kentucky 
are living with family or friends.  
For these children and youth, each 
day of not having their own place to 
sleep, play and just be kids can lead 
to many social-emotional, health 
and educational challenges.

 While adult homelessness is 
widely known as “the person living 
on the street,” childhood homeless-

ness can be much more subtle.  
For school-aged children, this 
includes the challenges associated 
with attending and succeeding in 
school. The McKinney Vento law, 
MV, provides federal assistance to 
these children by clearly defin-
ing childhood homelessness and 
addressing the various educa-
tional barriers they may be facing. 
Under MV, homelessness is 
defined as “lacking a fixed, 
regular or adequate night-
time residence.” This includes 
children living in shelters, hotels 
and specifically those who have to 
move in with friends and family, 
otherwise they could wind up on the 

streets. The goal of MV is to identify 
and reduce educational barriers for 
these students in hopes of provid-
ing them with continuity in school.  
Once identified, children living in 
temporary housing have the right 
to stay in their school of origin, so if 
the host family asks them to leave, 
the children do not have to change 
schools.

Every public school district in 
the United States employs an MV 
coordinator who serves to identify 
and assist children experiencing 
homelessness. I am privileged to 
serve as the Families in Transition 
Coordinator for the Erlanger Elsmere 
School District. Please reach out to 

me if you know or suspect a child 
in Kenton County to be living in 
temporary housing or wish to help 
by donating school supplies or other 
items for these students. I am happy 
to connect children and their family 
members to the resources available 
throughout NKY. It is only through 
education that children and youth 
are provided with the tools necessary 
to end the cycle of homelessness in 
order to achieve their dreams. Let’s 
work together to keep these children 
connected to their education.  

Shelley Werner 
859/342-2427 ext. 178 
shelley.werner@
erlanger.kyschools.us

TANK ads promote substance abuse awareness and  
encourage healthy lifestyle for teens

Kenton County Alliance 
has contracted with the Transit 
Authority of Northern Kentucky to 
run ads that promote substance 
abuse awareness and encourage a 
healthy lifestyle for teens. The TANK 
ads begin July 15 and run through 
October 15. The Ad Campaign will 
reach approximately 468,000 adults 

throughout the campaign. Five 
different full back displays will be 
featured on the TANK buses. 

When you see our ad on a  
TANK bus, email our Coordinator in 
order to register for a monthly draw-
ing for a gift card: diana.otoole@
erlanger.kyschools.us.

For more information, contact: 
Diana.otoole@erlanger.kyschools.us or 859/342-2427

KCA MEETINGS: 
  First Tuesday of the Month (Except February and July) 

12 Noon 
 Erlanger branch, Kenton County Public Library

Example of one of five different ads featured on TANK buses July-October.

Like our Facebook page for the opportunity to win a prize! 
Drawings will be held monthly.
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Metamorphosis: Healthy 
Choices for a Beautiful Future

Diana 
O’Toole 
named 
Kenton 
County 
Alliance 
Coordinator

On July 1, Diana O’Toole took 
over the role of Coordinator for 
Kenton County Alliance. Ms. O’Toole 
has an extensive background in 
working with students and families 
and promoting healthy lifestyles, 
most recently as the Director 
for the Wellness Alliance serv-
ing Ludlow Independent, Silver 
Grove Independent, Beechwood 
Independent, and Erlanger-Elsmere 
Independent Schools. For upcoming 
events please follow Kenton County 
Alliance on Facebook and Twitter.

The Metamorphosis Program 
began as a way to engage chil-
dren and prevent first use of any 
illicit substance. Encouraging 
healthy choices and healthy 
behaviors are important contribu-
tors to living a substance-free 
lifestyle. Kenton County Alliance 
(KCA) saw the need for a program 
that would reinforce a consistent 
prevention message throughout 
the school year, as well as provide 
a place for ‘at-risk’ students 
to build skills, and benefit the 
school without taxing teachers 
further.

While working with school 
personnel, we realized many 
had gardens in various states. 
Some gardens were thriving, 
some were in limbo, and others 
were defunct. At the same time, 
we learned about the plight of 
Monarch butterflies and their 
migration to Mexico each year. 
With expertise from Linda Vila 
Passione (Family Community 
Services Consultant for Kenton 
County Schools), Lisa Anglin 
(past KCA Coordinator) and 
other Alliance members, 
Metamorphosis Program began. 

Lessons were developed to 
parallel life in the garden with 
the life of the child. Examples:
•  Making a plan for the garden 

is important for success — 
making a plan for your life is 
important for success.

•  Respect for plants, animals, 
insects is important; they all 
play a role and contribute 
in the garden — respect for 
others is important; everyone 
has a role in society.

•  A variety of healthy, pollinat-
ing flowers grow healthy 
butterflies — a variety of 
healthy foods grow healthy 
bodies.

•  A pesticide-free garden is 
good for the environment — 
a drug-free body is good for 
overall health.

While the framework of 
lesson, activity, and parent piece 
was created and supplied, leaders 
were able to shape the lessons to 
meet the needs of students. For 
example, one leader had students 
referred to her for hygiene issues. 
Through this project, the students 
learned about the importance of 
good hygiene while working with 
butterflies. Relationships were 
strengthened between students 
and adults. Students who may 
not excel in academics or sports 

had a place to thrive and build 
self-esteem.

Funding from Kentucky 
Public Health Department will al-
low expansion of Metamorphosis: 
Healthy Choices for a Beautiful 
Future to at least two of the 
Erlanger-Elsmere Elementary 
Schools — Lindeman and Miles 
Elementary. The lessons will be 
utilized in grades Kindergarten 
through Fourth Grade with the 
assistance of the professional 
school counselors and will in-
clude parent’s nights throughout 
the school year.

Please see this link for more 
information about the program 
https://youtu.be/ltDlmZmelOc 
or contact Diana O’Toole, KCA 
Coordinator diana.otoole@
erlanger.kyschools.us
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For the fourth year in a row, 
SD1 has received the highest 
form of recognition in the area 
of governmental accounting and 
financial reporting.

The Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) re-
cently awarded SD1 a Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for the 
utility’s latest comprehensive 
annual financial report (CAFR). 
In addition to the certificate of 
achievement, the GFOA awarded 
SD1’s Finance Department an 
Award of Financial Achievement to 
recognize its work in preparing the 
utility’s Fiscal Year 2016 CAFR.

SD1’s CAFR details the utility’s 
finances following guidelines 
from the Government Accounting 
Standards Board and Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles. It 
includes an independent auditor’s 
review of SD1’s financial state-
ments, which were deemed to be 
clean and fairly presented.

SD1’s CAFR was judged by 
an impartial panel to meet the 
high standards of the program, 
which includes demonstrating 

a constructive “spirit of full dis-
closure” to clearly communicate 
its financial story and motivate 
potential users and user groups to 
read the CAFR.

“SD1 is committed to provid-
ing safe and reliable wastewater 
and storm water services in a 
financially responsible and trans-
parent way,” said SD1 Executive 
Director Adam Chaney. “This 
recognition acknowledges that 
commitment and staff’s efforts 
to make SD1 a more customer-
centered and community-focused 
utility. We’re proud of this ac-
complishment and eager to build 
on this success to better serve our 
customers.”

Household Waste 
Collection Event
Saturday, November 4

Residents of Boone, Campbell and Kenton counties may drop off select 
household hazardous waste items on Saturday, November 4 at UC 

Health Stadium, “Home of the Florence Freedom.” 
Visit www.nkyhhw.org for updates on this event as 

they become available!

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!

Register today for 
electronic bills 

Did you know that you can 
receive your SD1 bill electronically? 
Visit SD1’s website and click on the 
“Manage Your Account” button to 
access the online customer portal, 
run by our e-bill vendor Paymentus, 
and then click on the words “Regis-
ter Now” to begin registering. Be sure 
to have your SD1 account number 

available. Once you are registered, 
you will automatically start receiving 
e-bills.

E-bills are one of several con-
veniences SD1 offers to customers. 
Learn more about the different ways 
to manage your account by visiting 
www.sd1.org/paymentoptions.

SD1 recognized for 
excellence in financial 
reporting 

SD1

1045 Eaton Drive
Fort Wright, KY  41017
phone: 859/578-7450  

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm  



You may have seen one of the 
three public service announcements 
that ran online last month and on 
Spectrum cable television. These 
30-second spots were designed to 
promote bicycle and pedestrian 
awareness and to engage viewers 
in a planning effort called Kenton 
Connects being pursued currently 
by PDS. Outreach for the plan has 
begun and will occur throughout its 
year-long development.

Kenton Connects will include 
an analysis of existing bicycle and 
pedestrian issues and recommenda-
tions on how to improve bicycle and 
pedestrian safety in Kenton County.  
PDS staff is researching existing 
conditions in the county currently. It 
will then gather input from residents 
and examine opportunities to make 
improvements for bicyclists and 
pedestrians.

PDS will provide several op-
portunities for input from the public.  
Residents are encouraged to visit 
KentonConnects.org to provide input 
on bicycle and pedestrian conditions 
and safety issues in Kenton County. 
At least one public meeting will be 
held later this year to discuss the sur-
vey results and to gather additional 
input. 

“The public service announce-
ments focused on bicycle, pedes-
trian, and driver safety,” said Chris 
Schneider, AICP, a PDS principal 
planner and project manager of the 
study. “Helping people learn about 
bicycle and pedestrian safety issues 
is a big part of the Kenton Connects 
outreach process.”

The public service announce-
ments were made possible by a 
generous Paula Nye Grant from the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. 

Getting around in Kenton 
County has changed over the past 
two decades. Gasoline was $1.50 
per gallon in 1999, options like 
Uber and Lyft were unheard of, and 
thinking of bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation as a real travel option 
was uncommon. But, time changes 
people’s perceptions; active means 
of transportation are growing more 
popular by the year.

“We’ve witnessed these changes 
firsthand,” said Dennis Gordon, 
FAICP, executive director at PDS.  
“They’ve occurred so gradually in 
some cases that we don’t even con-
sider them to be changes. Red Bike 
stations are the perfect illustration.  
Who would’ve thought that urban 
areas would be so attractive that 
people would want to be there and to 
get around in them in anything but 
a car? And yet, today they’re all over 
our downtown urban centers”

Kenton County’s comprehensive 
plan — Direction 2030: Your 
Voice. Your Choice. — was adopted 
just three years ago in 2014. One of 
the plan’s recommendations was 
to conduct a review of bicycle and 
pedestrian issues in Kenton County 

and then update the community’s 
bicycle and pedestrian plans. Kenton 
Connects is a comprehensive update 
to the most recent bicycle (1999) and 
pedestrian plans (2001).

Direction 2030 focused on public 
involvement and hearing from 
residents from throughout the com-
munity. Many comments received 
through that input process included 
issues related to safety, infrastruc-
ture, and improving bicycle and 
pedestrian options.

“Kenton Connects will be de-
signed to encourage those who live, 
work, and play in Kenton County to 
choose these transportation options 

more easily and frequently,” says 
Schneider. “It will work to promote 
a higher level of safety, convenience, 
efficiency, and comfort for cyclists 
and walkers.”

Kenton Connects will also 
establish benchmark goals, which 
can be reviewed in future bicycle 
and pedestrian plans and updated 
periodically. One benchmark goal 
includes investigating existing bicycle 
and pedestrian crash data and work-
ing toward reducing those numbers 
each year. Another benchmark goal 
is to identify current bicycle and 
pedestrian usage at key locations 
in Kenton County and using that 
information as a starting point for 
comparison in future years. 

“Be sure to visit KentonConnects.
org to complete the survey,” con-
cluded Gordon. “Make sure you enter 
your email address too to receive 
additional information and meeting 
notices about the plan. We want to 
make sure it reflects your thoughts.  
It’s your future.” 

Contact Chris Schneider at 
859/331-8980 or cschneider@pdskc.
org for more information about the 
planning process and ways you can 
play a role in Kenton Connects.
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Planning and Development Services of Kenton County

PDS

2332 Royal Drive 
Fort Mitchell, KY 41017    859/331-8980

Kenton Connects plan will promote safety, choices
 Provide input at kentonconnects.org



Haunt Your Library 
Writing Contest
Enter an original poem or tale in 
the Library’s 15th annual spooky 
writing contest. Deadline for entries 
is October 15. See website for 
details.

Ye Olde Days Faire
Saturday, September 9, 
11 am-4 pm 
Celebrate the beginning of fall with 
a Medieval Faire at the Erlanger 
Branch Library. Enjoy games, 
crafts, pony rides, Cincinnati Opera 
Express, raptors, sword fighting,  
artisans, and more. Check website 
for full details and schedule.  
Erlanger Branch

Relaxation Fest
Saturday, September 16, 
Noon-4 pm 
Close out the summer with a mini-
vacation at the library! Relax away 
your stress and worry! Adults only. 
William E. Durr Branch 

4-Way Cincinnati 
String Quartet
Saturday, September 16, 1-2 pm
4-Way, the Cincinnati String Quar-
tet will be playing at the library as 
part of Classical Music Month.
Covington Branch

Historic Walking Tour
Saturday, September 23, 
10-11 am 
Join us for Saturday morning walk 
along Covington’s historic streets. 
Learn about the many significant 
structures and their former resi-
dents. Tour departs from the Local 
History and Genealogy Department. 
Covington Branch

Creative Corner*
Saturday, September 23, 
1:30-2:30 pm
Creative Corner is an art based 
program that helps kids express 
their creativity while learning the 
fundamentals of drawing, painting, 
and other art mediums. All materi-
als will be provided. Open to ages 
7-12. Registration is required.  
William E. Durr Branch

Camp Cosmos
Saturday, October 7, 3-5 pm
Silverlake Park, 110 Division St., 
Erlanger, KY 41018
Celebrate World Space Week with 
an afternoon in the park that is out 
of this world! Buckle into Newton’s 
Attic’s SPINtron, based on a NASA 
Multi-Axis trainer, launch air com-
pressor rockets, and much more! 
Brought to you by KCPL, the City of 
Erlanger, & Newton’s Attic. 

Fireworks and 
Pumpkin Salute
Saturday, October 7, 7 pm
Launch into the month of October 
with Vito’s Fireworks and an 
exploding pumpkin salute! All ages. 
William E. Durr Branch 

Wave Foundation 
presents The Shark 
Cart!*
Monday, October 9, 
2, 3:30 & 6:30 pm
Get up close and personal with a 
shark! Made possible with a grant 
from the Charles H. Dater Founda-
tion. All ages. Pick up free tickets at 
the Erlanger Library Children’s  
Desk beginning September 16. 
Erlanger Branch

11th Annual Haunted 
Library
Saturday, October 28, 5-8:30 pm
Sunday, October 29, 2-4:30 pm
Thrills, chills and laughs await all 
who dare to enter. Please bring a 
canned good or non-perishable food 
item for charity donation. Ideal for 
ages 8 and older. 
William E. Durr Branch 

LibraryCon
Saturday, November 11, 
11 am-4 pm
Enjoy the MidSouth Garrison of the 
501st, the Corellian Base of the Rebel 
Legion, Cosplay, vendors and more! All 
ages. Erlanger Branch

Puppy Tales
Read to a dog in the Library! 
Research shows that reading to dogs 
improves motivation and reading 
performance. All locations. Dates 
and times vary. See website for 
details. 

* Asterisk indicates that registration is required. Please call or visit our website to register.
Free programs and events
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Kenton County Public Library

Stay Connected! Follow the Library on these sites:

All three branches: 859/962-4000
Covington Branch Library  502 Scott Street, Covington, KY 41011  
Durr Branch Library 1992 Walton-Nicholson Rd., Independence, KY  41051  
Erlanger Branch Library  401 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY  41018   

The Local History Department 
now provides access to past Enquirer 
issues online. Check out more than 
87 years of Cincinnati and NKY news 
online at www.kentonlibrary.org/
genealogy. You will need a library 
card to look online when not at  
the Library. 

New in 
History

How to save money

Item Average cost per 
item or month

No cost option from 
Library

E-book $10 Overdrive, RB Digital

Song download $1 Freegal

Book $12 Library shelves

Movie streaming service $10 Hoopla

Magazine $4 Flipster, Zinio

Hands-on computer 
class

$50 Events calendar

Online class $25 Gale Courses

Concert $40 Events calendar

Video game $50 Library shelves

Telescope $300 Library catalog

Power washer $300 Empower Tools

Total $802 Library Card

Erlanger 
Branch 
construction

The Erlanger Branch is cur-
rently being expanded as a result of 
demand. The addition will include 
a new meeting room, a small study 
room and a space that will be used 
as Northern Kentucky’s first public 
library maker space — the STREAM 
Center of Learning. The STREAM 
Center will give visitors of all ages 
opportunities to use items such as 
3D printers, engravers, embroidery 
machines and more for hands on 
creation of whatever their mind can 
imagine. The construction project 
is expected to be completed in early 
2018. For more information includ-
ing how you can support this project, 
please go to http://www.kentonli-
brary.org/expansion. 
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Kenton County is combating the 
opiate and heroin epidemic with ev-
ery tool available, from a nationally-
recognized treatment program in 
the Kenton County Detention Center, 
to a statewide-recognized heroin 
helpline, to partnering with St. 
Elizabeth’s to enhance treatment re-
sources. Residents of Kenton County 
have also joined the fight to protect 
their communities by volunteering 
to distribute informational door 
hangers. 

The Heroin Impact Response 
Task Force and the Health 
Department designed and printed 
door hangers that educate individu-
als about the threat that opiates and 
heroin present. The door hangers 
also inform friends and family on 
how to get assistance for anyone in 
need by calling the Heroin Helpline 
at 859/415-9280.  

Already, over 360 volunteers have 
joined in to distribute the door hang-
ers to 33,000+ homes in the cities 
of Crescent Springs, Crestview Hills, 
Erlanger, Fort Mitchell, Fort Wright, 
Independence, Park Hills and Villa 
Hills. With so many people rallying 
to the cause, each targeted area was 
walked in two hours or less.

Over 360 Kenton Count-
ians have volunteered to 
distribute door hangers 
in their communities. The 
next cities scheduled will 
be Edgewood, Bromley and 
Ludlow. 

Saturday, August 19, 
9 am – City of 
Edgewood

Saturday, August 26, 
9 am – City of 
Bromley & City of 
Ludlow

Would you be willing and 
available to help? You only 
need to walk and help 
spread the word by leaving 
a door hanger at each 
house. You can play a role 
in winning the battle against 
opiate and heroin addiction 
in our community.  

If you’re willing to join 
us in this effort, e-mail 
communications@
KentonCounty.org or call 
859/392-1400.

Our fight against heroin, one neighborhood at a time


