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Check out the 
new makerspace 
at the Erlanger 
Branch library!
See page 2 for 

details.
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Stay Connected! Follow the Library on these sites:

All three branches: 859/962-4000
Covington Branch Library  502 Scott Street, Covington, KY 41011  
Durr Branch Library 1992 Walton-Nicholson Rd., Independence, KY  41051  
Erlanger Branch Library  401 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY  41018   

Create, make and innovate…
at the new makerspace located at the 
Erlanger Branch library. The maker-
space, called the STREAM Center of 
Learning, will feature dozens of tools 
and equipment that you can use to 
make and create. Examples of items 
include:

•  3D Printer

•  Soldering Irons

•  Embroidery & Sewing Machines

•  Poster Printer

•  Silhouette Cameo

•  Large Vinyl Cutter

•  Looms

•  Raspberry Pi & Arduinos

•  Dremel Tool

•  Welder

•  And much more!

The STREAM Center will be open 
during library hours unless being 
used for a class or one-to-one sessions. 
Items are free to use but a materials 
fee may apply on some items. The 
STREAM Center is open to all ages 
however children ages 12 and younger 
should be accompanied by a parent 
or caregiver. Look in the Library’s 
calendar of events for programs using 
the STREAM Center equipment. 

The STREAM Center is made 
possible in part by Duke Energy,  
The Charles & Ruth Seligman Fam-
ily Foundation, Republic Bank, The 
Friends of KCPL, DBL Law, Robert 
Ehmet Hayes & Associates Architects, 
The Lawrence Firm, PSC, and Schultz 
Marketing & Communications. To 
learn more about the STREAM Center 
and the tools and classes available, 
visit https://www.kentonlibrary.org/
stream. 

Community’s first public makerspace now open

Create, make and innovate at the new makerspace 
located at the Erlanger Branch library.

Did you know about 
e-books?
If you have a Kenton County Public Library card you have access 
to over 100,000 e-books for free. Go to https://www.kentonlibrary.
org/ebooks to start browsing. Don’t have a library card? You can 
still check out thousands of e-books at https://kenton.overdrive.com/. 
When you click on a book to borrow, it will give you a prompt for a 
temporary library card.



Used Book Sale
Sunday, January 14 - 
Saturday, January 20
Sale closes 30 minutes prior to the 
Library closing.  DURR

How Beautiful They 
Were: Songs of 
Virginia Woolf and 
Emily Dickinson
Sunday, January 14, 3-4:15 pm
Join the Cincinnati Chamber 
Opera for this special performance.  
ERLANGER

DAR Research 
Assistance
January 16, 9 - 11 am 
Looking to join a lineage society, 
but not sure where to start? Local 
members of the National Society 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution will be in the Local 
History & Genealogy Department to 
discuss the necessary steps toward 
membership and to help you 
with research questions. 
COVINGTON

40 Apps in 
40 Minutes
Tuesday, January 16, 
6:30-8 pm
Staff will give a brief 
overview of their favorite 
apps. Q&A to follow. DURR

Imagination 
Chapter: STREAM 
Center Stuff
School age
Thursday, January 18, 
6:30-7:30 pm
Learn about the available tools and 
equipment in the new makerspace 
then spend time creating and in-
novating!  ERLANGER

Learn How to 
Download and Stream 
Free Music with 
Freegal*
Friday, January 19, Noon-1 pm
Saturday, January 27,
11 am-Noon  
COVINGTON

Creative Corner*
Ages 7-12
Saturday, January 20, 
1:30-2:30 pm
Learn the fundamentals of drawing, 
painting, and other art mediums. 
Materials provided. DURR

Sensory Open Play!
Toddlers, Preschool & 
School Age
Sunday, January 21, 2-4 pm 
Wednesday, January 24 & 31, 
10 am-2 pm
Expand the mind, gross and fine 
motor skills and engage the senses  

in this learn through play pro-
gram geared for young learners 
and those with autism or other 

sensory challenges. DURR

Congenealogy
Monday, January 22, 6:30-8 pm
Mary Ladrick from Cincinnati’s Best 
Walking Tours will speak about 

researching and sharing 
local history. COVINGTON

Microsoft Excel
Basic: Wednesday, January 24, 
10 am-Noon  
Intermediate: Wednesday, 
January 31, 10 am-Noon  
COVINGTON

Mix and Mingle with 
the Cincinnati Zoo!
Saturday, January 27, 3-4 pm
Join us and the Cincinnati Zoo 
to meet animals and learn about 
their habitats and adaptations to a 
changing world. Note: Fiona will 
not be at the Library! ERLANGER

What’s 3D Printing?*
Monday, January 29, 2-4 pm   
ERLANGER

Make With Me
Tuesday, January 30, 5-7 pm
Bring the whole family to create 
keepsakes together ideal for gifts 
or decorations. Each project will 
offer varying levels of difficulty to 
accommodate crafters of all ages!  
ERLANGER

Positive Sayings 
- Painted Picture 
Frames!*
Tuesday, January 30,  6-7 pm
Paint your favorite positive saying 
or words on a frame. Each attendee 
will receive one large picture frame, 
supplies to paint, and a how-to 
sheet to paint their frame! DURR

Cheetah Ambassadors
Monday, February 19, 2-3 pm
The Cincinnati Zoo will bring a 
cheetah and discuss their traits, 
characteristics and more. Pick up 
your tickets to the program at the 
Reference Desk starting January 15. 
Space limited. ERLANGER

* Asterisk indicates that registration is required. Please call or visit our website to register.
Free programs and events

For a full listing go to www.kentonlibrry.org/events

* Please register for programs with astericks.

Kenton County Public Library
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Community’s first public makerspace now open
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Kenton County Sheriff’s Office

We have all heard the phrase 
“SCAM” and may have an idea in the 
past how those have operated — for 
example, a prince from some far 
away country has a cash gift for you 
but you need to pre-pay the taxes to 
receive your check! Hopefully that type 
of scam is now well known to most 
people but the new scammer is preying 
on our fears hoping to get our hard 
earned money.

They portray themselves as a 
recognized member of the community 
— the IRS, a utility company, and all 
levels of law enforcement. In Kenton 
County the callers usually call poten-
tial victims who have land lines, but 
we are now hearing that they are call-
ing cell phones. The Kenton County 
Sheriff’s Office does not have deputies 
or office personnel call threatening 
a person with an arrest for missing a 
court date, missing jury duty, or not 
paying a fine, i.e. parking or traffic 
fines. If you receive a call from a law 
enforcement agency, go to that agency 
website and then call the agency 
directly. Scammers go to law enforce-
ment websites and use real names of 
law enforcement personnel when they 
place these calls. They threaten their 
potential victims with “legal action” 
or a “warrant for our arrest” or that 
they “will be turning off your utility 
services unless you pay,” usually over 
the phone by credit card or through 
other exchange of monies but not at 
the offices of the agency. The caller will 
usually request you to go to a retailer, 
i.e. Kroger’s or Walmart, to get a pre-
paid card that you as a potential victim 
would put a certain amount of money 
on the card and then call the scammer 
(law enforcement agency, or the IRS) 
back and request that you scratch the 
number off the pre-paid card and give 
all the information on the card. 

My staff and I are consistently 
being asked about these types of calls.  

If you have a suspicion that a call is 
from a scammer — please, do not give 
them any type of personal information.  
DO NOT ENGAGE SCAM CALLERS! 
Do not give them any type of payment 
over the phone. Do not agree to meet 
them. Hang up on them! 

In order to report continued 
nuisance contacts the Kentucky At-
torney General’s Office has a hotline 
available.  Andy Beshear:  Office 
of Consumer Protection at  
888-432-9257 or call the   
KENTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE AT 859/392-1800.

Charles L. Korzenborn 

Don’t fall victim to a scam!

Kenton County Sheriff
Charles L. Korzenborn

Kenton County Sheriff’s Office

If you have a 
suspicion that a call 
is from a scammer 
— please, do not 
give them any 
type of personal 
information.  DO 
NOT ENGAGE 
SCAM CALLERS!  
Do not give 
them any type 
of payment over 
the phone. Do 
not agree to meet 
them. Hang up on 
them! 

303 Court Street
Covingon, Ky. 41011

Phone: 859/392-1800

Office Hours: 
8:30 am - 4 pm

OUR MISSION: 
Our mission as the chief law enforcement agency of Kenton County 
is to hold integrity as a standard. Sheriff Korzenborn and his staff will 
strive to provide leadership in the community, recognize and respect 

the diversity of our citizens and assist other law enforcement agencies 
in professionally protecting and serving the public. We will live by 

these values every day as we go about our constitutional duties as 
public servants.



Have you ever received a letter or 
package that wasn’t yours because 
your address was similar to the ad-
dress on the label? Does your street 
name end in “Drive” while another 
identically-named street ends in 
“Road”? These are just two of many 
addressing situations that PDS staff 
seeks to avoid when assigning new 
addresses.

Addresses are important and 
need to be correct, unique, and easily 
located. Duplications or similarities 
in spelling or pronunciation can 
confuse even the most experienced 
people who deal with them every day. 

In emergency situations when 
emotions run high, the difference 
between “Byrd Road” in one part 
of the community and “Bird Road” 
in another can be the difference 
between life and death if you’re tak-
ing calls at the E-911 dispatch center,  
there’s no room for error.

“Keeping address records up to 
date and problem-free can be frus-
trating because there’s no official, 
comprehensive list on which to base 
them,” said Tom East, a senior GIS 
specialist with PDS. “There are doz-
ens, if not hundreds of address lists 
maintained by different agencies, 
organizations, and companies,  
each with its own unique way of 
recording them.”

“Trying to collect all of Kenton 
County’s unique addresses in a 
single location is a challenging and 
time-consuming task. It’s made 
more difficult because these address 
lists rarely get shared or distributed 
to others to use.”

PDS staff — primarily East —
has built and maintained a master 
address database for Kenton County 
over the past 10 years. All addresses 

in it have been standardized to 
correct road misspellings, replace 
incorrect suffixes (like “Rd” instead 
of “Dr”), and fix transposed num-
bers (like “5590” instead of “5509”) 
among other issues. The master 
database contains only addresses 
with no personally identifiable 
information.

Staff has also standardized all 
addresses to meet the US Postal 
Service’s formatting guidelines. 
This standard doesn’t dictate what 
a street is named, it recommends a 
standard way to write it for improved 
mail delivery. Companies across the 
US use this standard every day to 
provide products and services to the 
American public.

Database constantly 
changing

Keeping these data up to date 
is a critical and never-ending job 
that can require hours of research 
and field work to verify. Changes to 
the database occur almost every day 
according to East.

When staff finds road names 
that need to be corrected, it updates 
the information ensuring that the 
data is consistent, correct, and 
complete. 

When a new address is discov-
ered, it is verified and added to the 
database. When a house or building 
is torn down, the address is “Retired” 
if the property no longer requires 
it. In this way, a record of previous 
address is maintained.

“These changes are documented 
every day at PDS,” concluded East. “It’s 
a necessity for the provision of services 
to citizens.”

Planning and Development Services of Kenton County
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PDS

2332 Royal Drive 
Fort Mitchell, KY 41017    859/331-8980

Master address record critical to life and safety
Single most comprehensive database

Addresses are important and need to be correct, 
unique, and easily located. This is particularly 
important in emergency situations when emotions run 
high. An error in locating the correct address can mean 
the difference between life and death.
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TANK is the public transit authority that provides 
bus service in Boone, Campbell and Kenton 

counties and downtown Cincinnati.
Contact us!  Phone: 331-TANK (8265) •  Web: www.tankbus.org

Connect with TANK!
Facebook TANK (Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky) • Instagram tankbus

Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky

TANK named best transit system in Kentucky at 
Kentucky Public Transit Association (KPTA) meeting 

Kenton County TANK Routes:
Local
Southbank Shuttle
#1        Dixie Highway/Florence
#3        Ludlow/Bromley
#5        Holman Ave/Fort Wright
#7        Madison Ave/Latonia
#8        Eastern Ave/Fort Wright
#9        Taylor Mill/Independence
#33      Thomas More Pkwy/  
            Crestview Hills

Express
#17X Buttermilk Pike Express
#18X Fort Mitchell/Edgewood  
 Express
#30X Fort Wright/  
 Independence Express
#31X Rolling Hills Dr. Express
#35X East-West Express

 The Kentucky Public Transit 
Association convenes every two 
years in Lexington for the statewide 
Kentucky Public Transit Association 
conference. Part of the conference 
includes an awards ceremony where 
both the Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet (KYTC) and the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) high-
light outstanding achievements in 
public transportation.

At the recent conference, held in 
August, TANK received two outstand-
ing honors. TANK was awarded the 
Statewide Overall Transit System 
Award for 2016-2017. During the 
program, it was noted that TANK 
cares about their customers, uses 
technology to improve the transit 
system, that the agency listens to the 
needs of the community, main tains 
an outstanding fleet of buses, and 
shows commitment to continuous 
improvement. 

Additionally, TANK was given 
the overall state Website Excellence 
Award for 2017. It was mentioned 
that the TANK website provides a 
large volume of accurate informa-
tion, while providing an appealing 
look and user friendly platform.  

The TANK website allows users to 
find bus schedules, trip plan and 
purchase tickets.

“These awards are a reflection 
of the outstanding work that staff 
does each day and their commit-

ment to TANK’s core values of 
Customer Service, Professionalism, 
Respect for the Individual and Open 
Communication,” stated Board 
Chair, Tim Donoghue (Boone 
County). “TANK works hard every 

day to provide a high quality service 
for our customers and the com-
munity. The TANK Board is proud 
to receive this recognition from the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet.”  

“These awards are a reflection of the outstanding work that staff 
does each day and their commitment to TANK’s core values of 
Customer Service, Professionalism, Respect for the Individual and 
Open Communication.”

-Tim Donoghue, TANK Board Chair



Beginning on January 1, 2018, 
customers who pay their SD1 bill by 
credit or debit card will also pay a 
$2.65 convenience fee per transac-
tion. The same fee will apply to 
one-time e-check payments made 
over the phone and online. This is 
a pass-through fee that is charged 
by and goes directly to Paymentus, 
SD1’s third-party vendor.

SD1 is working hard to be as 
efficient and effective as possible 
while providing safe and reliable 
wastewater and storm water services. 
Convenience is important to many of 
our customers, and going forward, 
the cost of these conveniences will be 
paid only by those customers choos-
ing to use those services.

You can avoid this fee 
by choosing one of 
the following fee-free 
options:

• Set up automatic withdrawal 
payments with your checking 
or savings account through 
Paymentus. Sign up at 

 www.sd1.org.

• Pay by check or cash at SD1’s 
main office at 1045 Eaton Drive 
in Ft. Wright or at any Northern 
Kentucky BB&T branch location.

• Pay by check through the 
U.S. Postal Service or using a 
designated drop-box. Drop-boxes 
are located at the Cold Spring 
branch of the Campbell County 
Library, the Northern Kentucky 
Water District main office in 
Erlanger or SD1’s main office.

• Your bank may offer fee-free bill 
payment options. Check with 
your bank to learn more.

Visit www.sd1.org for a complete 
list of options for paying your   
SD1 bill.

A new grant-funded mural 
on an SD1-operated flood station 
beautifies an important corridor 
in Covington while highlighting 
the region’s history and the power 
of the Ohio River. 

The new mural by Covington 
resident Tammy Batson Stephens 
adorns the Russell Street 
Pumping Station in the 200 block 
of West Rivercenter Boulevard. 
Stephens’ mural turns the plain 
cube flood station building into 
a painted castle, with a depiction 
on the east wall of the aftermath 
from the 1937 flood. 

The flood station was built in 
the 1950s by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in response to the 
1937 flood, when the Ohio River 
reached nearly 80 feet and caused 
devastating flooding in nearby 
communities. Last year marked 
the 80th anniversary of the 1937 
flood. 

“This symbol of the castle 
is the insignia of the Corps of 

Engineers who built the build-
ing as a fortress against a rising 
river,” Stephens said. “I was fas-
cinated by the intricate workings 
that happen under the city — the 
great work and sheer mathemat-
ics it takes to engineer these huge 
pumps and power them to pump 
water and save our businesses and 
homes from being destroyed. This 
little castle is here to remind us 
and to celebrate the power of these 
pump stations.” 

The Russell Street Pumping 
Station is one of 15 flood pump 
stations in Northern Kentucky 
that SD1 now operates. It is acti-
vated when the Ohio River rises to 
51 feet and 3 inches. 

The mural was made pos-
sible through a generous grant 
from the Carol Ann and Ralph 
V. Haile, Jr. US Bank Foundation 
and a partnership between the 
Covington Business Council  
and SD1.

SD1
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Changes to payment 
options start January 1

SD1

1045 Eaton Drive
Fort Wright, KY  41017
phone: 859/578-7450  

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm  

Cut the clutter: 
Register for e-bills

Did you know that you can 
receive your SD1 bill electroni-
cally at no cost? Visit SD1’s web-
site at www.sd1.org and click 
on the “Manage Your Account” 
button to access the online cus-
tomer portal, run by our e-bill 
vendor Paymentus, and then 
click on the words “Register 
Now” to begin registering. Be 
sure to have your SD1 account 
number available. Once you are 
registered, you will automati-
cally start receiving e-bills.

Grant-funded mural 
highlights importance of 
SD1 flood stations

Photos by Tammy 
Batson Stephens



The Kenton County Conservation 
District (KCCD) encourages the 
protection and management of 
our county’s natural resources, 
emphasizing the importance of our 
watersheds, environment and agri-
cultural lands. In accordance with 
state statute, we actively promote 
sound land use policies and practices 
through education and community 
involvement.  

2017 Farm Tours
KCCD hosted the Morning View 

Heritage Area as a stop on both the 
2017 Today’s Heritage Farm Tour 
and the Kenton County Farm Harvest 
Tour. New hiking trails were officially 
opened and dedicated, along with 
self-guided tours across the ridges 
and around the wetland areas. Free 
tree seedlings, pollinator seed pack-
ets, and children’s environmental 
activity books were distributed to 
guests, all to promote conservation 
awareness.  

Promoting good 
stewardship

KCCD promoted good steward-
ship of forest lands in Kenton County 
by providing technical assistance, 
labor and materials to aid in the 
removal of invasive species, and 

distributed approximately 800 free 
tree seedlings to promote reforesta-
tion. In addition, KCCD is admin-
istering a project to restore land as 
compensatory mitigation for the loss 
of bottomland forest as the result of a 
project being undertaken by the City 
of Hamilton in Ohio.

www.kentoncounty.org

Kenton County Conservation District
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Working to protect our 
natural resources

KCCD District Manager 
John Stork and County 
Commissioner Beth Sewell 
discussing best management 
practices for controlling storm 
water runoff and improving 
soil health.

5272 Madison Pike, P.O. Box 647
2nd Floor, Independence Courthouse

Independence, KY 41051
Phone: 859/356-1019

Hours: M-F= 8 am-4 pm
Email: Kenton@nkcd.org

Facebook: Kenton County Conservation District

Kenton County Conservation District

Agricultural Districts
This voluntary program allows 

farmers to form special areas 
where agriculture is encouraged 
and protected. Benefits include the 
right to have property taxed at its 
agricultural value and protec-
tion from annexation without the 
landowner’s permission.

Dead Farm Animal 
Program

The Conservation District 
offers cost share assistance to 
farmers for the removal and 
proper disposal of fallen livestock.  
Farmers may be reimbursed for 
75% of the haul bill up to $100.  
Contact KCCD for program details 
and guidelines.  

Farm Dump Removal 
Assistance Program

The Conservation District 
offers cost share assistance to 
help farmers clean up farm 
dumps. If application is approved, 
participants are responsible for 

25% of the cost of cleaning up the 
dump. Reimbursement will be 
made after the work is completed.  
Reimbursement is limited to 75% 
of the total cost for the clean-up 
and restoration of the site up to 
a maximum of $1,875. Contact 
KCCD for program details and 
guidelines.

Technical and Program 
Assistance provided 
by/with NRCS

Technical Assistance is pro-
vided through our federal partner, 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS). County residents 
receive assistance with conserva-
tion planning, rotational grazing, 
forestry practices, storm water 
runoff, sediment control and other 
conservation needs. The Conserva-
tion District, NRCS, KY Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, and 
KY Division of Forestry all work 
together to assist landowners with 
programs under the Federal Farm 
Bill. Contact KCCD for conserva-
tion practices eligible for funding.

Conservation District 
provides assistance

Visit the Morning View Heritage Area!
15168 Decoursey Pike, Morning View, KY 41063

Open to the public 7 days a week from dawn ‘till dusk!
Come out and hike our marked trails! See kiosk at the parking 
area for rules and open areas. Pollinator and bat habitat, bird 
watching, hiking trails, and wetlands areas are just some of the 

attractions that the property has to offer. 

KCCD members Chris Kaeff 
and John Stork, Kenton 
Conservancy, Taking Root, and 
volunteers had a successful day 
of removing invasive species.



4-H Youth 
Development

4-H Youth Development 
programs served 6,245 youth 
participants. Represented in this 
number are the following:   
•    4-H’s chick incubation program 

reached 1039, in 11 classrooms 
including special needs youth and 
4-H Poultry club. 4-H’ers were 
introduced to the science of living 
things and lifecycle development.

•    4-H’s natural resources program 
and science education engaged 
1974 Kenton County youth and 
adults in classrooms, after-school, 
day camps and provided 632 
hours of direct education.

•    118 4-H’ers participated in 
production agriculture projects 

and horse projects, successfully 
competing on county, district and 
state levels.

•    Partnering with 4 school districts, 
Kenton 4-H planned and 
implemented the 4-H Reality 
Store for 1151 students; 76 

       volunteers were involved.
•    223 adult volunteers were involved 

in educational programs, training 
opportunities, councils and 

       committees directing local youth 
programs.

•    261 youth participated in 
overnight camp and 16 
summer day camp programs, 
including geology, entomology,  
photography, art and health.

•    School clubs met 632 times 
including 1788 youth 

participants. Clubs focused on 
Natural Resources, Kentucky 
culture, nutrition and consumer 
education.

•    475 youth participated in 
consumer and financial 
education programs where they 
learned to “Think before they 
buy.” 

 •    Instructed 479 youth in healthy 
food choices, food safety, physical 
activity and anti-bullying.   

•    725 youth participated in Family 
and Consumer Science programs 
like sewing, needlework, fashion, 
and babysitting.

•    900 Kenton County youth 
engaged in public speaking and 
demonstrations; 120 advanced 
to the County Communication 
Event; 15 advanced to the Multi-
County Communication Event; 
and 10 participants advanced to 
the state level.

•    280 middle school youth 
participated in “Step Up to 
Leadership” school enrichment 
programs. 

Agriculture and 
Horticulture 

•    The past year has seen a 
great deal of dissemination of 
information on a lot of different 
agriculture topics. Last year 
our classes focused on beef 

production, pasture renovation, 
soils, and water quality.

•    As part of the focus on agriculture 
watersheds, this year we 
are extending into forestry 
management. A community

       research project of land owners 
along the Licking River indicated 
the need for more education to 
prevent erosion and other best 
management practices preventing 
runoff.  

•    The farm tour drew several 
thousand visitors last year and 
interest continues to grow.  

•    Administration of the County 
Agriculture Improvement 
Program funds from the 
Cooperative Extension office 
resulted in the education of more 
than 45 farmers and distribution 
of nearly $48,000 to the local 
farms.

•    Community support was given 
to the Northern Kentucky Cattle 
Association, Northern Kentucky 
Horse Network, Ag Eco Committee 
of Kenton County, and Banklick 
Watershed Council.

•    Kenton County Extension 
Horticulture has had a fruitful 
year! Hundreds of residents of all 
ages attended classes, workshops 
and demonstrations on many 
aspects of gardening, plants, 
and the environment. Residents 

www.kentoncountyextension.com

See what happened
from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017!

Your Kenton County Extension Service provides research-based educational programs in the 
areas of Family and Consumer Sciences, Agriculture, Horticulture, 4-H Youth Development and 

Community Development.
This issue features an overview of our programs from last year.

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

4-H’ers Cheyenne and Josie feeding calves during Dairy Day.



learned how to graft apple trees, 
grow tomatoes in containers, 
plant a prairie meadow, remove 
honeysuckle, maintain garden 

      tools, and much more.
•    More than 650 residents received 

specific plant-related assistance & 
consultations from Extension this 
past year. 

•    More than 300 residents took 
advantage of free soil testing 
to get customized fertilizer and 
amendment recommendations 
for their yards and farms.

•    On Earth Day, over 2,500 flower 
and vegetable seed packets were 
given out at Kenton County 
libraries, to school gardens, and 
to other non-profit groups.  

•    The Outdoor Education Center’s 
demonstration gardens, 
maintained by Kenton County 
Extension and our Master 

      Gardeners, grew over 2,000  
pounds of produce which  was 
donated to local food  
banks, and used for   
Extension classes and  
activities. Come out and see  
what we can do for you!

Family and Consumer 
Sciences 

•   Kenton County Extension  
Homemakers raised and 
awarded over $2500 in scholar-
ships. Members developed a new 

      fundraising tea, raffled a beauti-
ful quilt made by a member, and 
hosted “girls day out” events to 
earn these monies. Members 
also give of their time and talent 
by teaching a variety of classes, 
including bread making, quilt-
ing, sewing, and card making.

•    Weekly news articles are written 
on various topics of interest to 
families, including nutrition, 
finances, food safety, home care 
and food preparation, reaching 
over 30,000 in Kenton County 
alone.

•    Sewing with adults is a hot 
topic in Kenton County! Agent 
and Master Clothing Volunteers 
taught over 150 through classes 
on basic sewing, plus new skill 
projects, including making bags, 
serging items, and hemming 
clothes. The District 3 Sewing 
Expo brought together over 80 
participants in 3-day workshops. 

•    Over 500 adults taught through 
various programs on food, nutri-
tion, health, food safety, and 
food preparation.

•    Technology classes were taught 
with a three-week beginning 
computer class taught in the fall 

and spring to 18 participants, 
who learned about internet safety 
and basic computer skills.  

•    Classes on resume writing and 
interview skills were taught to 
job seekers looking to get back 
into the workforce or change 
professions. 

•    To aid individuals approach-
ing retirement or needing to 
understand changes in these 
programs, sessions were held 

      on Medicare and Social Security 
that reached 52 participants.

•    Classes on improving financial 
stability included “What Every 
Spouse Should Know,” “Protect 
your Money,” “Organize, 
Communicate and Prepare,” 
“What Women Should Know 

About Financial Planning,” 
“Estate Planning,” “Trusts,” 
“What is the State of your 
Estate?” “Estate Planning for 
Empty Nesters,” “Identity Theft,” 
and “Ready for a Disaster” 
reaching 63 who attended.

•    With the aging population, a 
class on “Mental Stimulation” 
was taught to 25 individuals.

•    The Extension Service co-
sponsored the 2nd Annual 
Grandparents as Parents 
Conference, held in Covington,

      providing participants with 
rotating seminars that in-
cluded topics on the follow-
ing: Nurturing Families; 
Legal Rights; Engaging 
Birth Parents; Childhood 
Experiences; Substance Abuse; 
Healthy Boundaries. Follow-up 
monthly support group meetings 
throughout the year provided ad-
ditional support and educational 
resources to over 25 families. 

•   “Downsizing as You Age” was 
taught to 84 people in Northern 
Kentucky teaching participants 
strategies for the division of as-
sets, home organizational tech-
niques, housing options beyond 
the family home, understanding 
pitfalls of reverse mortgages, and 
moving tips. 

•  The Kenton County Family and 
Consumer Sciences Agents have 
formed a partnership with the 
Life Learning Center in

     Covington to teach nutrition 
information, food safety, and 
stretching their food dollar. Over 
38 adults who are working to 
rebuild their lives participated in 
the program.
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Master Gardener in Outdoor 
Education Center garden.

FCS Agent Kathy Byrnes assisting 
child at a summer day camp.

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

www.kentoncountyextension.com



Friday Farming Happy Hours!
Four Friday Sessions covering 
timely topics for small farmers
6:30-7:30 pm
Jan. 5 - “Hay, Tell Me More!”
Feb. 2 - “Livestock”
March 2 - “Environmental”
March 23 - “Down & Dirty”
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.  

Grandparent/Relatives Raising 
Children Support
Fridays, Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 3, April 7, 
& May 5, Noon-1 pm
Erlanger Branch, Kenton Co. Library

4-H Clover Bud Meetings
Third Wednesday of each month, 7 pm
- Elsmere Senior Center, Elsmere
- For children in school K-3

Private Pesticide Applicator 
Training
Wed., Jan. 17, 2-5 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Shooting Sports Club 
Orientation*
Tues., Jan. 16, 6 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Dog Club*
Learn to train your dog.
Thursdays, Jan. 18 & 25; February 1, 8, 
15 & 22; and March 1, 6 pm 
Elsmere Senior Center, Elsmere

Orchids for Beginners
Wed., Jan. 24, 1-3 pm
- Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
- $7 per person fee must be paid in advance

Cooperative Extension 
Service Volunteer Orientation
Mon., Jan. 29, 6-8:30 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Bring a Buddy to Sew*
Tuesdays, Jan. 30; Feb. 6, 13, 20 & 27;
and March 6 & 13 (Snow make-up day),
4-6 pm 
- Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
- For any youth 4-H age 9-18 and an adult 

buddy
-   $15 fee.

Second Wind Dreams  
Wed., Jan. 31, 1-2:30 pm
- Boone County Cooperative Extension 
 Service Enrichment Center, 1955 
 Burlington Pike, Burlington KY
-  Call 356-3155 to register. 
-  Sponsored by Kenton and Boone County
 Extension offices

Home Accessibility:  
Bedrooms, Bathrooms and 
Beyond
Thurs., Feb. 1, 10 am 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd. 

4-H Livestock Forms*
Thurs., Feb. 8, & Mon., March 5, 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Nourishing…Your Eyes and 
Skin — 2-Part Program
Thurs., Feb. 8  - Eyes; 
Thurs., Feb. 15 - Skin
Both sessions at 1:30 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Soil Testing Lunch & Learn
Wed., Feb. 21, Noon-12:45 pm
-  Covington Public Library,
 502 Scott St., Covington. 
-  Bring your own lunch.

Plan Your Vegetable Garden
Wed., Feb. 28, 6-8 pm 
Covington Public Library,
502 Scott St., Covington. 

Relationship Smarts:  Bridging
The Communication Gap with 
Your Teen or Tween
Wed., Feb. 28, 6-7:30 pm 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Hands-on Mediterranean 
Cooking 
2-Part Program
Wednesdays, Feb. 28 & March 7
6-8:30 pm
-  Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
-  This class is for adults only.
 
4-H Communication Event*
Date, time & location TBA

Barf Buckets and Food Safety
Tues., March 6, 6 pm
- Boone County Cooperative Extension 

Service Enrichment Center, 1955 
Burlington Pike, Burlington KY

- Call 586-6101 to register.
- Sponsored by Kenton and Boone County 

Extension offices.
- This class is for adults only.  

Apple-Tree Grafting
Wed., March 14, 6-8 pm 
- Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
- $10 per person fee, paid in advance.

As Seen on TV! – In the 
Kitchen
Fri., March 16, 10 am
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Pruning Blackberries & 
Raspberries
Fri., March 16, 6-8 pm 
-  Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
-  Hands-on. Come dressed for weather & 

mud!

Yours, Mine, and Ours — 
Blending Families 
3-Part Program
Tuesdays, March 20 & 27; and April 3, 
6-7:30 pm
• March 20 – Legal Matters:  Wills, benefi-
ciaries, non-titled and titled property
• March 27 – Financial Matters:  Accounts, 
pending plans, mingling funds
• April 3 – Communication Matters:  
Traditions, parenting at any age or stage, 
house rules, relative relations
-  Boone County Cooperative Extension 

Service Enrichment Center, 1955 
Burlington Pike, Burlington KY

-  Call 586-6101 to register.
-  Sponsored by Kenton and Boone County 

Extension offices.
-  This class is for adults only.  

Home-based Microprocessor 
Training
Wed., March 21, 9 am-3 pm 
- Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
- $50 registration fee includes pizza lunch
 Register at https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/

content/homebased-microprocessor-
workshop
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Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.
NOTE: All checks payable to “Kenton Co. Extension District Board” unless otherwise indicated. 

Visit our website at kentoncountyextension.org for complete details.
Unless otherwise indicated, contact the Kenton County Extension Office to register.

KENTON 
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2018
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The Cooperative Extension Service is an educational organization that links the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment, and Kentucky State University with area residents. They provide university resources, 
programming and expertise in community and economic development, agriculture, horticulture, food science and safety, 

family and consumer sciences, and 4-H youth development.

Main Office & Outdoor Education Center (OEC)  
Durr Center 
10990 Marshall Rd., Covington, KY 
 phone: 356–3155  •   fax: 356–0363    
e-mail: DL_CES_KENTON@EMAIL.UKY.EDU

Dan Allen, 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources

Mary S. 
Averbeck,  4-H 
Youth Development

Joan Bowling, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 

Linda Brown-
Price, Family and 
Consumer Sciences

Kathy R. Byrnes, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 

Denise 
Donahue, 4-H 
Youth Development

Michele Stanton, 
Horticulture

Diane Kelley, 
4-H Youth 
Development 

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Agents

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Follow us on social media!

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service
Emergency Preparedness in 
Record Keeping
Wed., March 28, 6-7:30 pm 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Using Smartphones Safely
Thurs., April 5, 1-2 pm 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

It’s Sew Fine Sewing Expo 
3-Day Series of Workshops
April 9-11 
General Butler State Park, Carrollton, KY

Social Security Questions?
Tues., April 10, 1-2:30 pm OR 6-7:30 pm
-  NEW LOCATION:  Boone County 

Enrichment Center – Lower Level
 1955 Burlington Pike, Burlington KY
-  Sponsored by Kenton and Boone County 

Extension offices.

Grow Flowers, Fruits & 
Vegetables for the Fair!
Wed., April 11, 6-8 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Selecting Small Appliances
Thurs., April 12, 1-2 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Personal Safety Awareness
Thurs., April 19, 6-7:30 pm
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Estate Planning Tips
Thurs., April 19, 6-7:30 pm
NEW LOCATION:  Drees Building/
Ft. Mitchell Professional Building
211 Grandview Drive, 1st Floor Training 
Room, Ft. Mitchell, KY  41017

Earth Day Seed Give Away
at Kenton County Libraries
Fri. & Sat., April 20 & 21
Kenton County Public Libraries. Free. 
Check your library branch for the exact 
date and time. 

What do You Know about 
Annuities?
Tues., April 24, 6-7:30 pm
NEW LOCATION:  Drees Building/
Ft. Mitchell Professional Building
211 Grandview Dr., 1st Floor Training 
Room, Ft. Mitchell, KY  41017

Plate it Up - Kentucky Proud
Wed., April 25, 10 am
-  Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
-  This class is for adults.

Cleaning, Sanitizing and 
Disinfecting Your Kitchen and 
Home
Tues., May 15, 10 am 
- Boone County Cooperative Extension 

Service Enrichment Center, Upper Level, 
 1955 Burlington Pike, Burlington KY
- Call 586-6101 to register.
- Presented by Kenton and Boone County 

Extension offices.
- This class is for adults only.  

Launching into Adulthood:
Looking for your First Job
Tues., May 15, 6-7:30 pm 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Camp
June 25-29
For youth ages 9 to 14. 

Hands-on Canning for 
Preserving Food
Tues., July 24, 9 am-3 pm 
-  Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
- This class is for adults.  
-  $10 fee.

Hands-on Freezing and 
Drying the Harvest
• Thurs., Aug. 16, 9 am-Noon
- Boone County Cooperative Extension 

Service Enrichment Center,
 1955 Burlington Pike, Burlington KY
- Call 586-6101 to register.
•  OR class repeated: Tues., Aug. 21, 
 9 am-Noon
 Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Join us at 4-H Camp! L to R front row: Willie Howard, Extension 
District 3 Director; Denise Donahue, Kenton Co. Extension Agent for 
4-H Youth Development; Celia Bergman, Kenton Co. 4-H Assistant. 
Back row: Lori Clark, Kenton Co. 4-H Assistant and Diane Kelley, 
Kenton Co. Extension Agent for 4-H Youth Development.



The Kenton County PVA Office is 
ready to launch its 2018 Pictometry 
flight. Pictometry is a patented aerial 
image capturing process which 
produces imagery showing the fronts 
and sides of buildings and locations 
on the ground. Images are captured 
by low-flying airplanes, depicting 
oblique perspectives as well as an 
orthogonal (overhead) view of every 
parcel throughout Kenton County.

Oblique aerial images captured 
from the north, south, east, and 
west directions offer the PVA Office 

a 360-degree view of every property 
in Kenton County. Ortho imagery 
provides a true top-down view and 
is critical to the PVA Office’s Sketch 
Department, which utilizes the ortho 
images to determine the perimeter 
square footage of all real property in 
the county. Both images boost the 
PVA Office’s ability to assess all prop-
erty in a fair and equitable manner.

Pictometry is a recognized 
means of meeting the PVA’s statutory 
obligation to physically inspect all 
parcels throughout the county and 

in an effort to capture 
up-to-date informa-
tion, the PVA has 
contracted to fly 
every two years.

It’s a bird, 
it’s a plane – a 
Pictometry plane, 
that is! Look for 
one in the sky 
around March!

www.kentonpva.com

Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Kenton County PVA

Covington Office Hours (303 Court Street): Monday-Friday: 8:15 am - 4:15 pm
Ph: 859/392-1750 • Fax: 859/392-1770

Independence Office Hours (old Courthouse; 5272 Madison Pike)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am - 4 pm; Wednesday: 10 am - 6 pm 

Ph: 859/392-1678  •  Fax: 859/392-1681

Mailing Address/Email Address:
303 Court Street, Room 210, Covington, KY 41011-1697

info.kentonpva@kentoncounty.org

Kenton PVA Office ready for “take off”!

Reduce your taxable value by applying 
for the Homestead or Disability 
Exemption

Did you know that you may 
qualify for a reduction in the tax-
able value of your home, thereby 
reducing your property taxes?

The Kentucky Homestead Act 
is a tax exemption established for 
the benefit of the senior or disabled 
homeowner. Property owners in the 
State of Kentucky are eligible for 
the Homestead Exemption (HEX) 
if they are the legal owner of record 
of their home as of January 1 for 
the year in which they turn 65. To 

qualify for the homestead exemp-
tion, a person must be at least 65 
years old during the tax period 
and the property must be owned, 
occupied and maintained by the 
taxpayer as their primary residence 
on the January 1 assessment date.

Not 65 years of age but 100% 
disabled? You may still qualify for 
a disability exemption  (DEX). In 
order to qualify for the disabil-
ity exemption, a person must be 
classified as 100% totally disabled 

under any govern-
ment and/or most 
private retirement 
system(s).

For 2018, the 
amount of the 
exemption is 
$37,600.  

2018 
property
review

In keeping with statutory re-
quirements, the PVA office is required 
to review properties at least once 
every four years. The PVA office will 
be reviewing properties in the cities 
of Bromley, Covington, Ludlow,  
Ft. Mitchell (Beechwood School 
District only). You can view and 
update your property information 
online at www.kentonpva.com. If 
your property is not in any of these 
areas, yet you would like to discuss 
your assessed value, you may call our 
office any time after January 1, 2018.  
Please visit our website for additional 
information on the review process.
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 WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
Darlene M. Plummer - Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Does 
your Motor 

Vehicle Renewal 
Notice say “SEE PVA”?

Call our office before 
visiting the 

Clerk’s office.
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

Kenton County makes major upgrades to 
911 system

The Kenton County 
Fiscal Court is 
upgrading its current 
911 radio system to 

new P-25 digital trunked technology, 
replacing the current analog (think 
cassette tape) system. The current 
technology has been in place for over 
40 years, putting first responders in 
peril if it failed. As an example of 
the current system’s obsolescence, it 
does not allow public safety agencies 
to seamlessly communicate with 
each other during disasters or other 
emergency events. 

“If there is an incident over a 
large area which involves both police 
and fire, those agencies have to 
communicate by relaying messages 
through the dispatch center. The 
current system does not allow them 
to communicate with each other 
directly,” said Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management Director 
Steve Hensley. “The same goes if 
there is an incident on one of the 
Ohio River bridges. Our radios are 
not capable of communicating with 
Cincinnati to coordinate fire and 
police response.” 

The new P-25 trunked digital 
radio system will allow interoper-
ability between police, fire and other 
first responder units to enhance 
public safety in Kenton County, and 
throughout the region. It is designed 
to ensure reliable radio coverage for 
first responders in the community. 
The new system will also allow con-
nectivity with other agencies such as 
public works, public transportation, 
hospitals, and school systems, which 
is not currently possible.  

In September of 2016, Kenton, 
Boone, and Campbell Counties 
approved a Memorandum of 
Understanding, which was the 

Homeland Security & Emergency Management Director Steve Hensley displays several radio units that are 
required to communicate with different agencies in Kenton County. The new system will require only one radio 
with multiple talk groups, allowing agencies within those groups to communicate directly with each other.

Dispatch Director Tommy Thompson with analog dispatch system.

The new 911 dispatch system will allow agencies such as the Kenton County Police Department and the 
Independence Fire District to communicate directly with each other using the same radio.
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

first formal step in creating a true 
regional radio system for public 
safety communications in Northern 
Kentucky. Not only will the new 
system increase interoperability 
throughout the region, but the sav-
ings through cooperative action by 
the three counties are substantial. 
Kenton County alone saved nearly $4 
million by bidding the system with 
neighboring counties. In October, 
a Request for Proposal (RFP) was 
released and, in May of 2017, all 
three counties awarded the joint bid 
for the new Regional Public Safety 
Communication System to Motorola 
Solutions, Inc. Since then, police, 
firefighters and other first respond-
ers have been physically testing the 
equipment that will be used and 
offering their suggestions. 

The project team is composed of 
members of all three counties and 
one project manager: 

• Paul See, Project Manager

• Joe Shriver, Kenton County 
Administrator 

• Tommy Thompson, Kenton 
County Dispatch Director

• Darrin Gilvin, Kenton County 
Dispatch Assistant Director

• Jeff Earlywine, Boone County 
Administrator 

• Matthew Webster, Assistant 
Boone County Administrator 

• Jim Staverman, Boone County 
Dispatch Director 

• Matthew Elberfeld, Campbell 
County Administrator

• Dale Edmondson, Campbell 
County Dispatch Director 

In September of this year, repre-
sentatives of the project team visited 
Motorola Solutions, Inc., to test the 

audio quality of the new system. An 
RFP for radios to be used by first 
responders was issued November 22, 
and a decision on providers of those 
components will be made in early 
2018. 

In Kenton County, Dispatch 
Director Tommy Thompson and his 
team have been working to enhance 
other components of the system in 
preparation for the live turn-on date 
planned for late 2018. 

“We are in the process of identi-
fying two additional radio tower sites. 
Through an analysis related to the 
project, we realized two of our exist-
ing towers needed to be upgraded,” 

said Thompson. “By the beginning 
of the year those two sites will be 
finalized.” 

Another 911 component being 
improved is Computer Aided Dispatch 
(CAD). This system is imperative to 
dispatchers and first responders on 
the streets. It provides mapping and 
record keeping of calls taking place 
at the Emergency Communications 
System. In essence, it is the operating 
brain behind the 911 radio system.

The cities of Crescent Springs 
and Elsmere are joining the regional 
system by July 1, 2018, and Kenton 
County is currently discussing with 
the City of Erlanger merging dis-

patch center operations to have one 
county-wide and regional dispatch.  

“Thanks to these significant 
changes, the entire region can expect 
to see a major improvement in 
service performance by first respond-
ers,” said Hensley. “By upgrading the 
system for long term usage and con-
necting agencies, we create a safer 
environment for all, including our 
law enforcement and firefighters.”

Project updates can be found on 
the Kenton County website at http://
bit.ly/KCRadioProject.

Members of the project team at Motorola Solutions, Inc.

“Thanks to these significant changes, the entire region can expect to see a major improvement in service performance by 
first responders. By upgrading the system for long term usage and connecting agencies, we create a safer environment for 
all, including our law enforcement and firefighters.”      - Steve Hensley, Homeland Security & Emergency Management Director
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St. Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth to fund scholarship program at 
regional medical school

St. Elizabeth will provide a 
gift of $2.5 million to support 
a tuition scholarship program 
for the University of Kentucky 
regional medical school in 
Northern Kentucky. Through this 
gift, scholarships will be awarded 
to medical students enrolled at 
the Northern Kentucky campus, 
scheduled to open in the fall of 2019. 

The affiliation between the 
University of Kentucky, Northern 
Kentucky University and St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare was announced in 
February. This scholarship program 
is the next step in the development 
of a regional medical college in 
Northern Kentucky.

“In providing these scholarships, 
we are making an enormous invest-
ment in the future of the health 
of our community,” said Garren 
Colvin, St. Elizabeth President and 
CEO. “With our partnership with the 
University of Kentucky, we will be 
able to provide additional benefits to 
both organizations as well as the re-
gion and Commonwealth by directly 
assisting in medical school support 
and recruitment for the Northern 
Kentucky campus.”

These scholarships will be pro-
vided to those medical students while 

enrolled at the Northern Kentucky 
campus, and while meeting the  
following criteria:

•  Are enrolled as medical students 
at the University of Kentucky 
Northern Kentucky campus

•  Meet the college’s financial need 
requirements

•  Remain in good academic stand-
ing and progress toward comple-
tion of the MD degree

•  Maintain continuous, full-time 
enrollment at the Northern  
Kentucky campus

“This scholarship program, 
seeds sown in ground made fertile by 
a willingness to care for others, will 
ripple through many generations of 
health practitioners,” said University 
of Kentucky President Eli Capilouto. 
“We are grateful to St. Elizabeth’s 
leadership and the donors who 
support this remarkable gift, one 
that will directly support medical 
students, and ultimately the patients 
whose names the donors may never 
know. That is the highest form of 
giving, and it is the highest honor 
we can receive as a partner in this 
endeavor.”

University of Kentucky President Eli Capilouto and St. Elizabeth 
President & CEO Garren Colvin announce a $2.5 million investment 
to support the tuition scholarship program for the regional medical 
school in Northern Kentucky.

St. Elizabeth and TriHealth 
have created a new laboratory joint 
venture to offer comprehensive, high-
value outpatient lab services to the 
Tri-State area. The lab partnership 
will bring together TriHealth’s Oak 
Street outpatient lab operations with 
St. Elizabeth’s Edgewood outpatient 
lab operations in a single location at 
St. Elizabeth Edgewood.

The goal is to have TriHealth’s 
Oak Street lab team and operations 
fully transitioned to Edgewood in 
time to launch the new partnership 
by May 1, 2018. During the transi-
tion period, all current outpatient 
lab operations at TriHealth and  
St. Elizabeth will continue uninter-
rupted.

“At St. Elizabeth, we are excited 
at the opportunity to further partner 
with TriHealth to provide outstand-
ing laboratory care to the patients in 
our community,” said Garren Colvin, 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare President & 
CEO. “Through this collaboration 
we expect to add high quality staff to 
our already talented team. We will 
also be able to employ some of the 

most advanced technology in the 
country, standardize practices, and 
ultimately provide faster turnaround 
times. All of this will signifi-
cantly reduce costs while producing 
high-quality lab results and, most 
importantly, will provide even better 
patient care across the TriHealth and 
St. Elizabeth service areas.”

Regional outpatient lab partnership
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St. Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth Covington 
1500 James Simpson, Jr. Way
Covington, KY 41011 
859/655-8800 

St. Elizabeth Edgewood 
1 Medical Village Dr.
Edgewood, KY 41017 
859/301-2000 

St. Elizabeth Falmouth 
512 South Maple Ave. 
Falmouth, KY 41040 
859/572-3500 

St. Elizabeth Florence 
4900 Houston Rd. 
Florence, KY 41042 
859/212-5200 

St. Elizabeth Ft. Thomas  
85 North Grand Ave.
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 
859/572-3100  

St. Elizabeth Grant 
238 Barnes Rd. 
Williamstown, KY 41097 
859/824-8240 

St. Elizabeth earns “A” grade in patient safety
The independent national hos-

pital watchdog group, The Leapfrog 
Group, announced its fall 2017 hos-
pital safety scores. The Safety Grade 
assigns letter grades of A, B, C, D 
and F to hospitals nationwide based 
on their performance in preventing 
medical errors, infections and other 
harms. St. Elizabeth Edgewood and 
Ft. Thomas were both awarded an 
“A” for their commitment to keeping 
patients safe and meeting the highest 

safety standards in the U.S.
 “We strongly believe the patient 

is the center of our universe,” says 
Garren Colvin, President and CEO 
of St. Elizabeth Healthcare. “Our 
families, neighbors, colleagues and 
friends deserve a hospital that makes 
their safety and high-quality patient 
care the top priority. These superior 
Leapfrog grades are a reflection of  
St. Elizabeth’s commitment to 
providing our patients with this level 

of care.”
“It takes consistent, unwavering 

dedication to patients to achieve the 
highest standards of patient safety. 
An ‘A’ Safety Grade recognizes hos-
pitals for this accomplishment,” said 
Leah Binder, president and CEO of 
The Leapfrog Group. “We congratu-
late the clinicians, Board, manage-
ment and staff of St. Elizabeth for 
showing the country what it means 
to put patient safety first.” 

 Developed under the guidance 
of a Blue Ribbon National Expert 
Panel, the Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade uses 27 measures of publicly 
available hospital safety data to as-
sign A, B, C, D and F grades to more 
than 2,600 U.S. hospitals twice per 
year. It is calculated by top patient 
safety experts, peer reviewed, fully 
transparent and free to the public.

Most wired hospital survey spotlights St. Elizabeth
St. Elizabeth Edgewood is 

among nine Kentucky hospitals 
recognized by the American Hospital 
Association’s (AHA) Health Forum 
for their use of technology to make 
it easier for patients and providers 
to interact and help patients stay 
actively involved in their care.

“St. Elizabeth is committed 
to innovation and cutting-edge 
technology advancements in order 
to best serve our community  — not 
just today but in the future,”  
St. Elizabeth Chief Information 
Officer Alex Rodriguez said. “We are 
constantly evaluating new opportu-
nities to transform the patient expe-
rience, and we’ll continue to be at 
the forefront of finding new ways for 
improved access, engagement and 
convenience for our community.”

According to the 19th Annual 
Health Care’s Most Wired® survey, 
Most Wired hospitals are using 
smart phones, telehealth and remote 
monitoring to create more ways 
for patients to access health care 
services and capture health informa-
tion. This year’s results show:
•  76 percent offer secure messaging 

with clinicians on mobile devices.
•  When patients need ongoing 

monitoring at home, 74 percent 
use secure e-mails for patients and 
families to keep in touch with the 
care team.

•  68 percent simplify prescription 
renewals by letting patients make 
requests on mobile devices.

•  62 percent add data reported by 
patients to the electronic health 
record to get a better picture of 
what is going on with the patient.

•  Nearly half of the hospitals are 
using telehealth to provide be-
havioral health services to more 
patients.

•  40 percent offer virtual physician 
visits.

•  More than 40 percent provide real-
time care management services to 
patients at home for diabetes and 
congestive heart failure.

St. Elizabeth Edgewood 
has been recognized by 
the American Hospital 
Association’s (AHA) 
Health Forum for their 
use of technology to make 
it easier for patients and 
providers to interact and 
help patients stay actively 
involved in their care.



The nkyhealth.org website has 
long been a resource for the latest 
food inspections scores, for informa-
tion about the services available 
at the county health centers and 
perhaps for details about a job oppor-
tunity with the Health Department.

But the site’s organization made 
it difficult for users to find informa-
tion quickly, and it did not adapt for 
users on a mobile phone or tablet.

In November, a re-designed 
nkyhealth.org website was launched. 
Content is now organized by the 
user’s anticipated need — individu-
als/families, businesses or organi-
zations, and community partners. 
It’s designed to work on a variety of 
devices — smart phones, tablets, 
laptops, etc. 

Most importantly, we’ve drilled 
down what’s contained on the site, 
trying to focus on the information 
that visitors to the site need to get 

from the Health Department, and 
providing links for further detail, 
should someone want to know more. 

The site also reflects a new name 
and visual look — NKY Health. 

If you’re looking for information 
about quitting smoking, want to find 
out if you’re eligible for the WIC nu-
trition supplement program or would 
like details of the public health 
response to the heroin epidemic, go 
to the new nkyhealth.org. 

www.nkyhealth.org

Northern Kentucky Health Department

For the latest public 
health info, visit the 
new nkyhealth.org 

NKY Health

James A. Dressman Kenton County Health Center
2002 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41014    phone: 859/431-3345    fax: 859/655-6374

District Administrative Office
610 Medical Village Dr., Edgewood, KY 41017    phone: 859/341-4264    fax: 859/578-3689

Simple steps you can 
take to stop the spread 
of germs

Whether it’s a cold or flu or 
a stomach bug, communicable 
diseases are more common during 
cold weather months, when we’re 
all inside and close together. But 
there are several steps you can 
take to protect your health and 
reduce your risk of infection, 
including:
•  Wash your hands often — 

including before preparing 
meals, when changing dia-
pers, after using the restroom, 
and after coughing, sneezing 
or blowing your nose. Use soap 
and warm water, or an anti-
bacterial hand sanitizer if soap 
and water are not available.

•  Try to avoid close contact 
with people who are sick. If 
a friend or family member is 
ill, encourage him or her to 
stay home. If you must care 
for someone who is sick, wash 
your hands often.

•  Don’t share eating utensils, 
drinking glasses/cups, towels 
and other personal items. 

•  Keep your hands away from 
your eyes, nose and mouth. If 
you cough or sneeze, try to do 
so into your elbow or a tissue, 
rather than your hand.

•  Get vaccinated as recom-
mended — this includes an 
annual flu vaccine! 

‘Tis the 

season for 

illness!

The goal of the new 
NKY Health website 
is to provide visitors 

with information 
that is easy to find 
and easy to use — 
no matter where 
or how the visitor 
accesses the site.
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Screen shot of new NKY Health website

(We’re moving in early 2018! Visit www.nkyhealth.org or call 859/341-4264 to confirm our location.)



Kenton County is combating 
the opiate and heroin epidemic with 
every tool available, from a nation-
ally-recognized treatment program 
in the Kenton County Detention 
Center, to a statewide-recognized 
heroin helpline, to partnering with 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare to enhance 
treatment resources. Our Kenton 
County community has also joined 
the fight by volunteering to help edu-
cate family, friends and neighbors 
about the threat and how to get help.

 Over the past year, more than 
830 volunteers joined in to distribute 
critical information to nearly 69,000 
homes across Kenton County.  I per-
sonally can’t remember a stronger, 
more broad-based volunteer effort to 
reach our entire community.  So, on 
behalf of the Kenton County Fiscal 
Court, I just want to say “Thank 
You!” to everyone engaged in this 
battle.  There is much work to be 

done but I know we are saving lives, 
and families, every day. 

God Bless!

www.kentoncounty.org 19

Kenton County Fiscal Court

Kenton County Fiscal Court

Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management: 859/392-1488
HSEM@KentonCounty.org

County Dispatch: 859/356-3191
County.Dispatch@KentonCounty.org

Parks & Recreation: 859/525-7529
Parks.Recreation@KentonCounty.org

Police Department: 859/392-1940
Police.Department@KentonCounty.org

Human Resources: 859/392-1400
Human.Resources@KentonCounty.org

Human Services: 859/392-1400
Human.Services@KentonCounty.org

Public Works: 859/392-1920
Public.Works@KentonCounty.org

Golf Courses: 859/371-3200
info@golfkentoncounty.com

Animal Shelter: 859/356-7400
Animal.Shelter@KentonCounty.org

Detention Center: 859/363-2400
Detention.Center@KentonCounty.org

Occupational License:  
859/392-1440
Occupational.License@ 
KentonCounty.org

All other: 859/392-1400

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

Facebook.com/Kentoncounty

Twitter.com/Kentoncounty

Instagram.com/Kentoncountyky

Fiscal Court 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann  Kris.Knochelmann@KentonCounty.org 

Commissioner Beth Sewell  Beth.Sewell@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud  Jon.Draud@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Joe Nienaber  Joe.Nienaber@KentonCounty.org  

Administration: 859/392-1400

Our fight against heroin, one neighborhood 
at a time

From the desk of Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Judge/Executive

These informative brochures were distributed to nearly 
69,000 Kenton County homes by community volunteers.

Kenton County Judge/Executive



Kenton County Fiscal Court

www.kentoncounty.org
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Over 830 volunteers distributed information about heroin addiction to nearly 69,000 homes in Kenton Co. (See p. 19 for story.)

  Ft. Mitchell: 50+ volunteers/4,000 door hangers

  Ft. Wright: 60+ volunteers/3,000 door hangers

  Crestview Hills: 15+ volunteers/1,100 door hangers

  Erlanger: 80+ volunteers/10,000 door hangers

  Independence: 100+ volunteers/10,000 door hangers

  Park Hills: 40+ volunteers/3,000 door hangers

  Crescent Springs & Villa Hills: 80+ volunteers/6,000 door hangers

  Edgewood: 75+ volunteers/3,300 door hangers

  Ludlow & Bromley: 50+ volunteers/2,700 door hangers

  East Covington: 80+ volunteers/3,300 door hangers

  West Covington: 50+ volunteers/4,000 door hangers

  Latonia & West Covington: 50+ volunteers/7,500 door hangers

 Taylor Mill & South Covington: 65+ volunteers/7,000 door hangers

  Elsmere: 40+ volunteers/4,000 door hangers


