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St. Elizabeth elevates 
advanced heart care 
in the region with new 
comprehensive facility 

St. Elizabeth Healthcare and St. Elizabeth Physicians have 
brought more than 30 multi-specialty Heart & Vascular Institute physi-
cians and 30 advanced practice providers from multiple office sites to one 
central location in Edgewood with the opening of a new 67,000-square-
foot building.

St. Elizabeth will treat even more community members who have 
complex cardiac needs thanks to the generous support from William 
(Bill) J. Yung III. The $7 million donation (largest in St. Elizabeth his-
tory) will be used for facilities, equipment and physician recruitment. The 
Heart & Vascular Institute has been renamed the Florence Wormald Heart 
& Vascular Institute at St. Elizabeth after Yung’s mother, whose courage, 
independence and pioneering spirit served as a catalyst in his life.

“My mother always pushed me to do things for myself — to work 
for myself, to spend money to make money,” said Yung. “That advice has 
been key to my business success, which is why I’m honored to support the 
St. Elizabeth Heart & Vascular Institute with a gift in her name. My 
hope is that this donation will help attract even more top physicians and 
researchers while enhancing access to elite cardiovascular care, right here 
in the community we call home.”

“At St. Elizabeth, our number one priority is our patients. With the 
opening of the new facility, we are uniquely positioned to offer excep-
tional cardiac care and patient experience in one central location: close 
to home,” shared D.P. Suresh, MD, Cardiologist and Executive Medical 
Director of the St. Elizabeth Heart & Vascular Institute.

The new center features cardiology, cardiac electrophysiology, cardiac 
surgery, cardiac rehabilitation, an outpatient cath lab, the Advanced Heart 
Failure Management Center, the Structural Heart & Valve Center, diagnos-
tic services, cardiovascular genetics, cardiac clinical trials, and an on-site 
lab. The significant investment made by St. Elizabeth in state-of-the-art 
heart care facilities, treatment options and cardiovascular specialists is 
yet another demonstration of the system’s commitment to providing the 
most advanced and innovative care, leading the communities it serves to 
become one of the healthiest in America.

For more information on the Florence Wormald Heart & Vascular 
Institute at St. Elizabeth and our commitment to integrated, patient-
focused cardiac care, visit stelizabeth.com/heart.  
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COVID-19 Booster

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommends 
everyone ages 5 years and older get 
a COVID-19 vaccine to help protect 
against the illness. Widespread 
vaccination is a critical tool to best 
protect everyone from COVID-19 and 
related complications. Children and 
teens who are fully vaccinated can 
more safely resume many activities 
that they did prior to the pandemic, 
plus they do not have to quarantine 
or take part in test-to-stay strategies 
if they are considered a close contact 
and do not have symptoms. 

Help protect your 
child, your family and 
others

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine can 
help protect children ages 5 years 
and older from getting COVID-19.
•  Vaccinating children can 

help protect family members, 
including siblings who are not 
eligible for vaccination and 
family members who may be at 
increased risk of getting very sick 
if they are infected. 

•  Vaccination can also help keep 
children from getting seri-
ously sick even if they do get  
COVID-19. 

•  Vaccinating children ages 5 years 
and older can help keep them 
in school and help them safely 
participate in sports, playdates, 
and other group activities.

•  Vaccinating children ages 5 
years and older can help protect 
them against rare, but serious 
complications like multisystem 
inflammatory syndrome (MIS-
C) – a condition that can affect 
numerous organ systems of the 
body.

Help protect your whole family 
and slow the spread of COVID-19 in 
your community by getting yourself 
and your children ages 5 years and 
older vaccinated against COVID-19.

COVID-19 vaccines are 
safe for children and 
teens

Before recommending  
COVID-19 vaccination for children, 

scientists conducted clinical trials 
with thousands of children and no 
serious safety concerns were identi-
fied. COVID-19 vaccines are being 
monitored for safety with the most 
comprehensive and intense safety 
monitoring program in U.S. his-
tory. CDC monitors the safety of all 
COVID-19 vaccines after the vaccines 
are authorized or approved for use, 

including the risk of myocarditis in 
children ages 5 through 11 years. 
The benefits of COVID-19 vac-
cination outweigh the known and 
potential risks.
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recom-
mendations/children-teens.html?

s_cid=11368:covid%20vaccine%20
for%20kids%20under%2012:sem.
ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY21

People age 16 years and older 
who have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 can get a booster. You 
may choose which COVID-19 vac-
cine you receive as a booster shot.  
CDC’s recommendations now al-
low for this type of mix and match 
dosing for booster shots.
•  If you received the Pfizer-Bi-

oNTech or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccines, you may get a 
booster if you are 16 years or 
older and it has been at least 6 
months after completing your 

primary COVID-19 vaccination 
series.

•  If you received the Johnson & 
Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 
vaccine, you may get a 
booster if you are 18 years or 
older and it has been at least 
2 months since your previous 
shot.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 
vaccines/booster-shot.html?

s_cid=11705:when%20to%20get%20
covid%2019%20booster%20shot:sem.
ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY22

COVID-19 vaccines for children and teens



HIV stands for human im-
munodeficiency virus. It weakens a 
person’s immune system by destroy-
ing important cells that fight disease 
and infection. In October of 2020, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) issued a Health 
Advisory that described clusters and 
outbreaks of HIV among people 
who inject drugs (PWID) that have 
occurred throughout the U.S. since 
2015, including our region (Ham-
ilton County, Ohio and Northern 
Kentucky). According to the Ken-
tucky Department for Public Health’s 
2020 HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, 
as of December 31, 2019, Northern 
Kentucky is reported to have 914 to-
tal HIV disease cases. Kenton County 
represents approximately 57% (521) 
of the total HIV cases. in the region 
(https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/
dehp/hab/Documents/AnnualRe-
port2020.pdf). 

To help stop the rising number 
of cases, the CDC recommends:
•  Everyone between the ages of 

13 and 64 should get tested for 
HIV at least once as part of their 
routine healthcare. An estimated 

1.2 million people in the United 
States have HIV, including people 
who are unaware of their status. 
Nearly 40% of new HIV infections 
are transmitted by people who 
don’t know they have the virus. 
For people with undiagnosed 
HIV, testing is the first step in 
maintaining a healthy life and 
preventing HIV transmission.

•  For those at higher risk, the CDC 
recommends getting tested at 
least once a year. 

•  The Northern Kentucky Health 
Department provides FREE HIV 
testing. Walk-ins welcome! Get 
your results in as little as 60 
seconds. For more information, 
please scan the QR code or visit 
our website https://nkyhealth.
org/individual-or-family/ 
individual-health/hiv-services/. 

There is currently no effective 
cure for HIV but with proper medical 
care, HIV can be controlled, and with 
science-based HIV screening, preven-
tion and treatment we can help end 
the HIV epidemic.
Sources:

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/testing/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/basics/whatishiv.html

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/library/awareness/
wad.html

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/hab/Docu-
ments/AnnualReport2020.pdf

Northern Kentucky Health Department

3www.nkyhealth.org 3

HIV

Naloxone
Naloxone is a life-saving medi-

cation that can reverse an overdose 
from opioids, including heroin, 
fentanyl and prescription opioid 
medications. Naloxone is also known 
by the brand name, Narcan. Often 
given as a nasal spray, naloxone is 
safe and easy to use. When admin-
istered after an overdose, naloxone 
can counteract the life-threatening 
effects of opioid drugs and keep 
individuals who have overdosed  
alive until emergency medical  
help arrives. 

What to know about 
Naloxone:
-  Naloxone is an essential part of 

every first aid kit.
-  Anyone can witness an overdose. 

Be prepared to save a life, carry 
naloxone. 

-  Did You Know? Naloxone reverses 
overdoses for any opioid class 
drug. That includes prescription 
painkillers like Percocet and 
Vicodin. 

-  Naloxone is safe to use on men, 
women, the eldery and even 
children! 

-  Always call 911 if you suspect 
an overdose. You are protected 
under Kentucky’s Good Samari-
tan Law while saving a life with 
naloxone. 

Visit our website to learn more 
about naloxone, receive training and 
have a kit mailed to your address in 
Boone, Campbell, Grant or Kenton 
counties, or scan the QR code for 
more info. 

Sources: https:/www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/
naloxone/index.html



Those who work 
with me know 
that I’m restless 
and constantly 
looking for prog-
ress on issues and 
projects. When 
I became your 
Judge/Executive 
seven years ago, 
I had a specific 

set of tasks I wanted to take on and 
accomplish. I hoped they could be 
completed in four years, but under-
stood it might take longer.

Fate has a way of affecting the 
plans of men and women — the 
heroin epidemic and the COVID-19 
pandemic intervened. Fortunately, in 
both cases, fate found the people of 
Kenton County to be strong and resil-
ient, and we fought back ferociously 
against both threats to our quality 
of life.

Despite these challenges, much 
progress has been made to the origi-
nal project list. As far as the core work 
of County government is concerned, 
we are at a peak level when it comes 
to quality of personnel, basic govern-
ment infrastructure, and efficiency 
and effectiveness of operations. We 
will continue to work hard to elevate 
the quality of County government to 
provide even better essential services 
to our residents in the years to come. 
Our County Police, Public Works 
department, Parks & Recreation de-
partment, and Detention Center have 
received unprecedented investments 
that are yielding returns. 

We’ve also made great progress in 
the finances of County government, 
represented at its most basic level by 
our vote earlier this year to reduce 
the real property tax rate by 3.1% 
and the personal property tax rate by 
4.5%. We’re able to reduce tax rates  
    

thanks to record increases in our 
community’s assets and the hard 
work of Kenton County employees 
who deliver essential services in a  
very cost-effective way.

But there’s always more to be 
done in the area of County finances.  
One example we are working on is 
testing new software to simplify the 
process for businesses filing their 
annual occupational license returns 
and fees online, which is a service  
the County provides for 15 of our  
19 cities.

Local realtors will get the op-
portunity to test the beta release for 
purposes of obtaining feedback and 
testing functionality. Once changes 
have been made based on feedback 
provided, the new software will then 
be used to serve all businesses. The 
new system will simplify current 
processes and reduce redundant data 
entry for the user.

The new software is intended to 
bring efficiency and convenience for 
business owners. Look for contin-
ued efforts to give Kenton County a 
modernized finance system that  
assures sustainability, ease of use,  
and fairness in the decades to come. 

As importantly, look for regional 
and county organizations such as 
Greater Cincinnati / Northern Ken-
tucky International Airport (“CVG”), 
Northern Kentucky Tri-ED (“NKY 
Tri-ED”), Planning & Development 
Services of Kenton County (“PDS”), 
and meetNKY to make news in 2022 
and after. 

Since the board for CVG was re-
organized in 2015, Candace McGraw 
and her team have executed at an 
incredible level. Everything that our 
community could have asked of CVG 
seven years ago has been delivered 
by this board, these leaders, and the 
whole CVG team. I’m even more 
excited to see what CVG will do in the 

years to come to further build on its 
legacy in our community.

In more recent years, we’ve 
seen significant changes at our 
economic development agency, 
Northern Kentucky Tri-ED, and 
Planning & Development Services 
of Kenton County, including the 
introduction of new leaders operating 
under the mandate to change these 
organizations into more forward-
leaning and dynamic entities. This 
is the development I’m most excited 
about in 2022.

Our economic development 
agency and our planning agency are 
working together like never before.  
In December, I met with Lee Crume, 
President & CEO of NKY Tri-ED, and 
Sharmili Reddy, Executive Director of 
PDS, and key staff. This meeting left 
me more optimistic than I’ve been in 
seven years about the ability of these 
two agencies to work together seam-
lessly and dynamically to chart our 
future path in Kenton County.

Finally, meetNKY, our region’s 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, is 
under new leadership, with Julie 

Kirkpatrick as President & CEO.  
meetNKY is embarking on an ambi-
tious strategic planning process that 
will hopefully lead to groundbreak-
ing work in the areas of community 
branding, product development and 
attraction, and marketing.

Fortunately, our core utility ser-
vices such as the Northern Kentucky 
Water District, Sanitation District  
No. 1, and TANK continue to perform 
at a high level. I’m grateful for their 
work, and the manner in which they 
take on and accomplish the day-to-
day tasks our region requires. 

It’s been a challenging seven 
years in many ways, but we’ve 
accomplished a great deal as a uni-
fied Fiscal Court. Even better, I’m 
confident that the best is yet to come. 
There’s no area of County govern-
ment that doesn’t show progress, and 
the promise of greater progress. Here’s 
to a great 2022 for you and your fam-
ily, and our whole community.  
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

Kris 
Knochelmann
Kenton County 
Judge/Executive

Kenton County Fiscal Court

Stay connected with 
Kenton County:

https://l.ead.me/
bcE90v

           Fiscal Court 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann  
Kris.Knochelmann@KentonCounty.org 
Commissioner Beth Sewell  -  District 1   
Beth.Sewell@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud  - District 2   
Jon.Draud@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Joe Nienaber - District 3  
 Joe.Nienaber@KentonCounty.org  
Administration: 859/392-1400

An update from Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann

Kenton County Fiscal Court 
Members (left to right), 
Kenton County Attorney Stacy 
Tapke, Judge/Executive Kris 
Knochelmann, Commissioner 
Beth Sewell, Commissioner 
Joe Nienaber, and 
Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud.



Kenton County has undertaken 
major improvements at the Historic 
Courthouse in Independence to 
ensure long-term functionality and 
accessibility. Unsafe flooring has 
been repaired and mold caused from 
leaking water has been removed. 
Most recently, parking has been  
expanded and improved for safe 
ingress and egress.

The Historic Courthouse is 
utilized by the Kenton County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Kenton County 
Clerk’s Office, the Property Valuation 
Administrator’s  Office, and the 
Kenton County Conservation District.

“We want to ensure that the 
building remains something that 
Kenton County can be proud of, but 
also plays a vital role in serving our 
community,” stated Judge/Executive 
Kris Knochelmann. “The Historic 
Courthouse is a major symbol of 
Kenton County and it’s important 
to preserve it for future generations 
to enjoy and utilize for services. In 
particular, the improved parking will 
make the service delivery center con-
veniently accessible for all residents.”

Kenton County Fiscal Court
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Improved access to 
Historic Courthouse in 
Independence

Redevelopment of 303 
Court Street proceeds

A key element of the transition to the new Kenton County 
Government Center at 1840 Simon Kenton Way in Covington was the 
privatization of 303 Court Street. The new iteration of 303 Court Street 
will be known as The Hayden, containing 128 apartments and first floor 
retail, and opening in the first quarter of 2023.

Left, #1: Kenton County 
Government Building in 1984 
(courtesy of Kenton County 
Public Library) 

Middle, #2: 303 Court Street  
under construction in 
December 2021

Below, #3: Concept rendering of 
completed project. 1

3

2



Kenton County Judge/Executive 
Kris Knochelmann, Commissioner  
Dr. Jon Draud, Commissioner Beth 
Sewell, and Commissioner Joe 
Nienaber voted unanimously this fiscal 
year to reduce the real property tax rate 
by 3.1%, from 15.9 cents per $100 of 
valuation to 15.4 cents.  

The personal property tax rate was 
also reduced 4.5%, from 20.2 cents per 
$100 of valuation to 19.3 cents. The 
Fiscal Court members explained  
their decisions with the following  
statements.

“Improvements to Kenton 
County’s operations, from infrastruc-
ture to personnel, are yielding results 
in quality of performance and gained 
efficiencies. We’re able to reduce 
tax rates thanks to the hard work of 
Kenton County employees who deliver 

essential services in a very cost-effective 
way,” stated Judge/Executive Kris 
Knochelmann.  

Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud 
added, “the positive momentum from 
improvements to County operations is 
real, and I think we’re going to see fur-
ther cost-savings in the years to come.  
Kenton County’s team of employees 
is top-notch, and the citizens of the 
County should feel very good about the 
future of their government services.”  

“Given the challenges of the last 
eighteen months, I appreciate the 
opportunity to reduce the County’s tax 
rates. The County portion of residents’ 
overall tax bill is already very small, 
but it’s still important to reduce it even 
further when circumstances allow,” 
noted Commissioner Beth Sewell.

“In my time serving the City of 
Fort Wright, we established a very 
strong culture of fiscal responsibil-
ity.  It’s always been satisfying to me 
to know that the same culture exists 
here at the County. Employees aspire 
to deliver the highest quality of services 
possible, but they also keep bottom-

line costs in mind when doing so,” 
stated Commissioner Joe Nienaber.

Kenton County property taxes are 
the main funding component of the 
County’s General Fund and are used to 
fund general government, protection 
to persons and property, recreation and 
culture, roads, and capital projects.

www.kentoncounty.org

Kenton County Fiscal Court

6

Kenton County reduces tax rates

Kenton, Campbell, and 
Boone counties’ investment in 
a digital 911 radio system has 
significantly increased safety 
and interoperability between the 
region’s counties and cities.

“The upgraded radio system 
has been key to improving safety 
across the region,” stated Steve 
Hensley, Director of Kenton County 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. “It’s been a huge 
asset for major events such as the 
Brent Spence Bridge explosion that 
required multiple jurisdictions and 
agencies to communicate on one 
system together. Coordinating the 
response effectively would just not 
have been possible with the old 
analog system.”

While the primary focus of the 
new system is to ensure reliable and 
quality radio coverage to police and 

firefighters in the community, it 
also allows connectivity with other 
organizations such as school sys-
tems and public works departments. 

“Before the new system, we 
would have to carry anywhere from 
3-5 radios just to be able to com-
municate with the different groups 
of first responders,” noted Hensley. 
“We had no way of communicat-

ing on one radio together. The new 
system allows for that and increases 
the efficiency and effectiveness of 
emergency responses.”

The project involved evaluat-
ing equipment and vendors for 
design and build out of the system; 
GIS mapping for radio tower sites; 
extensive study of critical buildings 
to ensure required radio coverage 

penetration; and testing of the 
radio system once live to ensure it 
worked as designed. 

“A huge element of this project 
was evaluating where to increase 
radio coverage,” added Ashley 
Hawks, Director of Kenton County 
Emergency Communications 
Center. “There are some areas 
that we just didn’t have sufficient 
coverage to before that we now do, 
which makes it safer for citizens 
and our first responders.” 

By working cooperatively, 
Kenton, Boone, and Campbell 
counties saved an estimated 
$6.5 million. Judges/Executive 
Kris Knochelmann, Gary Moore, 
and Steve Pendery were jointly 
awarded the Kentucky Emergency 
Management Association Judge/
Executive of the Year Award for the 
project.

New regional 911 radio system improves public safety



The Bromley-Crescent Springs 
Road project is on track for completion 
in October 2022. This project is a 
partnership between Kenton County, 
the City of Crescent Springs, the 
City of Fort Mitchell, the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet, and OKI.

The realignment of the road will 
improve connectivity and safety for the 
traveling public.

The Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet is currently reconstructing 
Hands Pike from Crystal Lake Drive 
to KY 17. The project is intended 
to improve safety by correcting 
geometric deficiencies with a 
roadway realignment. The project is 
on track for completion in November 
2022.
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Updates on major road projects in Kenton County

Manor Lake Drive before 
addition of cul-de-sac

Manor Lake Drive after 
addition of cul-de-sac

Relway Drive before 
reconstruction project

Relway Drive after 
reconstruction project

Bromley-Crescent Springs Road 
in November 2021

KY 536
Kenton County recently was 

awarded a BUILD Grant from the 
Federal Highway Administration for the 
section of KY 536 from US 25 (Dixie 
Highway) to KY 1303 (Turkeyfoot 
Road/Bristow Road). This project is a 
partnership between Kenton County, 
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, 
and the City of Independence, and will 
(1) correct geometric deficiencies with 
a realignment, and (2) improve traffic 
capacity by widening the road to four 
lanes. It will also include the addition 
of a multi-use path. The approximately 
$17 million project is set to begin in 
early 2022.

Hands Pike reconstruction

Kenton County Public Works 
completed a full reconstruction project 
on Manor Lake Drive. This project 
involved the removal and replacement 
of all existing concrete and asphalt; 

replacement of storm water systems; 
reconstruction of asphalt pavement, 
curbs, and gutters; and the installation 
of a new cul-de-sac. 

Completed: Manor Lake Drive

Kenton County Public Works 
completed a full reconstruction 
project on Relway Drive. This project 
involved the removal and replacement 

of all existing concrete and asphalt; 
replacement of storm water systems; 
and reconstruction of asphalt 
pavement, curbs, and gutters. 

Completed: Relway Drive

Bromley-Crescent Springs Road 
reconstruction

Hands Pike Road reconstruction
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 “One of Kenton County’s top 
priorities is to deliver access to high-
speed broadband internet to all of our 
families. That goal is now becoming 
a reality with the approval of our con-
tract with Cincinnati Bell to make their 
high speed internet fiber-to-the-prem-
ise network available to all residents in 
the next 24 to 36 months, offering one 
gigabit speeds to an additional 37,000 
addresses,” Judge/Executive Kris 
Knochelmann stated.

The COVID-19 pandemic fully 
exposed the deficiency of broadband 
connectivity across the Common-
wealth. High-speed internet has 
become, in this time of technological 
innovation, an essential lifeline to 
education, healthcare, and employ-
ment. In areas where the digital divide 
is greatest, residents are disconnected 
from services and opportunities vital to 
their health and welfare. 

After a competitive bidding 
process, Kenton County negotiated a 
contract with Cincinnati Bell to assure 
construction of a high-speed fiber-to-
the-premise broadband network to 
every home in the County, from those 
overlooking the Ohio River to those 
on the border of Grant County, in the 
next 24-36 months. Providing quality 
internet to unserved and underserved 
areas of the community is vital to 
the County’s future. As importantly, 
fiber-to-the-premise assures that this 
initiative is “future proofed” and will 
hold up for 40 or more years.

Cincinnati Bell immediately began 
extending their fiber-to-the-premise 
solution to homes and businesses in 
Kenton County that currently don’t 
have fiber available. The initial fiber 
construction schedule plan is for 100% 
fiber-to-the-premise coverage to be 
completed by August 2023. They will 

also be extending fiber 
to multi-family units during this pro-
cess. Along with Boone and Campbell 
counties, who are also contracting with 
Cincinnati Bell, Northern Kentucky 
will become home to the first counties 
in the United States that are 100% 
fiber-to-the-premise served.  

This effort will directly address 
medical and public health needs 
through tele-medicine, as well as 
educational and economic support 

to those in need. In addition, it will 
provide direct access to employment, 
promote economic growth, and 
mitigate the negative impacts that 
COVID-19 had on entrepreneurship 
and the agricultural community.

“It’s an exciting development for 
Kenton County, and as historic as any 
initiative ever undertaken here in our 
community. Most importantly, I believe 
in the potential of our people, and I 
know delivering fiber-based broadband 

to their homes will empower them to 
pursue their dreams,” added Judge 
Knochelmann  

“I want to thank Commission-
ers Beth Sewell, Jon Draud, and Joe 
Nienaber for their steadfast support 
for this initiative, Dan Humpert, Dave 
Schroeder, and the Kenton County 
Library for their partnership in it, and 
Lisa Desmarais for sharing her techni-
cal knowledge during this process.”

Kenton County to make high-speed internet 
available to all residents

From execution 

of the contract 

until mid-

December, 

Cincinnati Bell 

added fiber-

to-premise to 

1,765 single 

family homes, 

which is 

approximately 

121,983 feet of 

laid fiber.



Lieutenant Michael Kleier, a 14- 
year employee of the Kenton County 
Detention Center, recently graduated 
from the 146th Administrative Officers 
Course (A.O.C.) conducted by The 
Southern Police Institute. He is the first 
Kentucky Deputy Jailer to complete  
the course.

The A.O.C. is a 12-week in-resi-
dence, accredited college level educa-
tional program. The course curriculum 
is designed to develop informed, 
effective, ethically, and technically 
competent law enforcement managers 
who are capable of assuming positions 
of leadership in their respective agen-
cies. This comprehensive development 
program provides instruction in law 
enforcement issues, diagnostic problem 
solving, and administrative law.

“It is our goal to have every front-
line supervisor attend a supervision or 
leadership class when or before they are 
promoted,” stated Jailer Marc Fields. 
“By elevating our frontline supervisors 
and providing them opportunities to 
enhance their skills, it allows them to 
be better prepared to lead in our stress-
ful work environment. Strong leaders 
empower our entire staff to work at 
their highest level which only improves 
our organization as a whole.”

In the past year, Captain Trey 
Smith, Lieutenant Michael Carman, 
and Lieutenant David Monks attended 
Leadership for Law Enforcement Exec-
utive, also conducted by The Southern 
Police Institute.

The Southern Police Institute is 
part of the Department of Criminal Jus-

tice in the College of Arts and Sciences 
at the University of Louisville. It is an 
advanced educational and training 
institute whose mission is to enhance 
the professional development of law 
enforcement practitioners.

“We will continue to improve the 
leadership training our command 

staff personnel receive,” noted Fields. 
“The Kenton County Detention Center’s 
greatest asset is our deputies who 
commit to serving the community. By 
investing in their training, we are in-
vesting in the safety of Kenton County.”

Kenton County Fiscal Court
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Apply to be a Kenton 
County Detention 
Center Deputy
Eligibility: 

•  Must be 21 years of age

•  High school diploma or 
equivalent

•  Pass background check, physical, 
and drug screen

•  Flexible schedule

•  No felony convictions; 
misdemeanors on case-by-case 
basis

Do your part in the criminal justice system!

W H Y  W O R K  F O R  U S ?

High starting 
pay with annual 

increases

 Immediate 
health benefits 

plus vision 
and dental

Outstanding 
training and staff 

development

 Pension system 
and retirement 

plan

bit.ly/KCDCcareers

Email: KCDCrecruiting@KentonCounty.org

Jailer Marc Fields

Detention Center invests in deputy training and development 

(Left to Right) Major Bob Dietz, Captain Trey Smith, Lieutenant 
Michael Kleier, Jailer Marc Fields, and Chief Deputy Todd Rice 
attend graduation for the Administrative Officers Course.
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Kenton County Solid Waste Management

Melissa Grandstaff 
Solid Waste Management Coordinator
Melissa.Grandstaff@kentoncounty.org     

859/392-1919

Kenton County Public Works offers 
a variety of services and resources for 
proper disposal of unwanted trash 
including the Trash Voucher Program, 
Fall & Spring Clean-Up, Rumpke 
Transfer Station in Covington, Bavarian 
Landfill in Walton, and Big Blue 
Recycling Bins.

The Trash Voucher Program allows 
residents to dispose of their waste at 
Bavarian Landfill, Monday through 
Saturday, during normal business hours. 
Vouchers can be obtained online or in 
person at Kenton County Public Works. 
Learn more:   
http://bit.ly/kcvoucherprogram

Discarding trash, cigarette butts, 
or food items out of a vehicle is illegal. 
Food items can take weeks or months to 
break down into soil and cigarette filters 
are full of toxins, which can leach into 
the ground and waterways, damaging 
living organisms that encounter them. 
‘Dumping items’ causes damages to the 
environment, decreases property values, 

and increases storm drains back up  
and pollution.

If you have questions or need 
to know where to properly dispose of 
your unwanted waste, contact Kenton  
County Solid Waste Management   
or visit the website at:    
https://bit.ly/kcsolidwaste

Proper disposal of unwanted items

Utilizing Litter Abatement funds 
from the Kentucky Division of Waste 
Management, the Kenton County 
Solid Waste Division offers 501(c)3 
organizations $100 per mile to pick up 
litter off of approved roadways within 
Kenton County. This program runs 
from April 1- September 30 each year. 
Learn more and apply:  
https://bit.ly/kctrashforcash

Trash for Cash Program Holiday Light Recycling
Now that’s a bright idea!

Do you have holiday lights that no 
longer work? Thanks to a partnership 
between the City of Covington, Cohen 
Recycling, Keep Covington Beautiful, 
and Kenton County Public Works, it 
will be easy to dispose of non-working 
holiday lights, protect the environment, 
and save landfill space. All types of string 
lights, including traditional and LED-
style bulbs are accepted. 

This year Kenton, Boone, and 
Campbell Counties are participating in a 
friendly competition to see which county 
can recycle the most holiday lights. 
Dispose of your lights through January 
31 at one of the following locations:

•  The lobby at Covington City Hall, 
20 West Pike Street, Covington

•  Covington Fire Department;  
Station 5, 1255 Hands Pike,  
Covington

•   The lobby at the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods, 321 W. 12th Street, 
Covington 

•   The lobby at the Kenton County 
Administration Building, 1840 
Simon Kenton Way, Covington 

•   The lobby at the Historic Kenton 
County Courthouse, 5272 Madison 
Pike, Independence 

•   The lobby at Kenton County 
Public Works, 420 Independence 
Station Road, Independence 

KY Bombers & Covington 
Athletics

BOONE CAMPBELL KENTON TOTAL NKY*

RESIDENTS 1,120 395 1,067 2,582

Batteries 380 149 433 962

Bulbs 212 94 267 573

Cylinders/Tanks 145 49 174 368

Electronics 621 200 555 1,376

Hazardous 406 185 430 1,021

Oil/Antifreeze 332 144 293 769

Paint 748 289 746 1,783

Toner/Ink 130 51 142 323

TOTAL ITEMS 2,974 1,161 3,040 7,175

2021 HHW Event results

The Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) Collection Event is organized 
by the Northern Kentucky Solid Waste 
Management team consisting of Solid 
Waste Coordinators from Kenton, 
Campbell, and Boone Counties. Grant 
monies awarded by the Kentucky 
Division of Waste Management and 
contributions from the UK Campbell 
County Extension Office cover the  
cost of disposing of the hazardous 

materials collected at the event.
Thank you to our volunteers and 

to our event vendors: Bavarian Waste, 
Best Way Disposal, Biggby Coffee, 
Celanese, Emerson’s Bakery, Ferrara, 
Rumpke, SD1, Florence UC Health 
Stadium, EEI, and Tri-State Escrap.

For upcoming events or to  
learn how to dispose of household  
hazardous materials, visit:   
www.nkyhhw.org 

Upcoming waste disposal events:
 •  December 1-January 31 - Holiday Light Recycling
 •  January 3-January 14 - Real Tree Mulching Service* 
 •  April 1 - September 31 - Trash for Cash Program
 •  April 29 and April 30 - Spring Clean-Up*

*Please call or visit the website for updated locations and times.



4-H Youth Development
Sew Fun, Sew 4-H.  Opportunities for 
sewing instruction for youth are limited. 
Sewing is not offered widely in schools 
and retail sewing centers charge $15-$20 
an hour for sewing instruction. Requests 
from the public for sewing instruction led 
to post pandemic sewing for youth. Over 
100 hours of instruction were offered in 
safe physically distanced environment. 
Instead of clothing construction (which 
requires close contact) many other 
projects were offered. Kenton County 4-H 
sewing project members not only learn 
sewing skills, but also learned important 
life skills such as setting goals, taking 
responsibility, and completing tasks. To 
date, over 100 boys and girls have par-
ticipated in various 4-H sewing projects. 
All classes were led by volunteers and 
Extension personnel. Participants made 
tote bags, placemats, pillows, quilts, and 
wall hangings. Each session introduced 
youth to new sewing skills. Written evalu-
ations were completed, as well as verbal 
interviews with youth as they completed 
their projects. They expressed satisfaction 
at learning new skills and completing a 
project. Success leads to an increase in 
self-esteem. One youth summed up the 
experience this way, “Now I know how 
great it feels to say, ‘I made this!’” Youth 
indicated that they had used their new 
skills and made other sewing projects 
on their own including doll clothes, 
beanbags, purses, and pillowcases. Some 
indicated that they had taught others how 

to sew or made gifts for others using their 
new sewing skills.

4-H Grows Leaders.  Motivation and 
the use of incentives are important to 
positive youth development. 4-H Youth 
Development programs provide opportu-
nities for creativity in a learn-by-doing 
environment and encourage youth to 
become involved in projects and activities.

The 4-H Ahievement Program is in-
tended to recognize 4-H participants who 
have outstanding accomplishments and 
to provide incentive for youth to increase 
their knowledge, skills, and abilities. 
Kenton County youths  Jessy Zimmer 
and Audrey Hinman have grown from 
clover buds to Senior 4-Her’s. COVID-19 
has changed the way we do programing 
but through it all both girls have stayed 
active in 4-H. By receiving the 4-H Gold 
Award both girls have shown that they 
have had outstanding accomplishments 
in 4-H. Audrey states that 4-H has helped 
her become more confident speaking in 
public, has helped her with her sewing 
skills and that working on committees 
has helped her become a leader. Audrey 
will be moving into the role of 4-H Council 

Continued

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

www.kentoncountyextension.org

 Your Kenton County Extension Service provides research-based educational programs in the areas of 
Family and Consumer Sciences, Agriculture, Horticulture, 4-H Youth Development and 

Community Development. 

See what happened: 
July 2020-June 2021

The Kenton County 
Cooperative Extension 
Office has added two new 
staff members this past 
fall. We are so pleased to 
welcome…

Kristen  
Burgoyne, as our 
Staff Assistant. Here 
is a message from 
Kristen:

“I recently accepted 
the position of Staff 

Assistant for Family and Consumer 
Sciences with the Kenton County 
Cooperative Extension Service. I have 
enjoyed my time here and have learned 
so much already. I’m thankful to be 
part of an organization that promotes 
education and serves to building better 
communities. I currently reside in Tay-
lor Mill with my husband, 2 children, 
and dog. In my off time I enjoy playing 
roller derby, art, hiking, coffee shops, 
and traveling.”

Brandon George, 
as our new Horticul-
ture Extension Agent. 
Here is a message 
from Brandon:

“I am very excited to be working in 
Extension as I will be able to do what 
I love to do best…teach and inspire 
people to garden and take advantage 
of the benefits that horticulture pro-
vides us and our communities. I come 
from a background in both private and 
public horticulture as well as having 
gained unique experiences having 
lived and worked in both London, 
U.K., and Jerusalem, Israel. With 
those experiences, I bring a variety 
of insights and knowledge that has 
served me well in my career thus far. 
I grew up in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
and have spent most of my life in the 
northeastern US. Some of my passions 
in horticulture involve promoting 
sustainable garden practices, peren-
nial gardens, and fragrance amongst 
others. In my free time I enjoy hiking, 
traveling when I can, and have re-
cently gotten into archery. I am excited 
to get to know Kentucky and see what 
this state has to offer. Please feel free to 
contact me with all your horticulture-
related comments and questions. I 
look forward to working with you and 
best serve you in my role here with the 
University of Kentucky!”

Welcome to our newest 
staff members!

Jessy Zimmer Audrey Hinman

4-H GOLD AWARD WINNERS

Melissa Grandstaff 
Solid Waste Management Coordinator
Melissa.Grandstaff@kentoncounty.org     

859/392-1919

Holiday Light Recycling

Upcoming waste disposal events:
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President in January 2022. Jessy’s work in 
sewing has helped her in her AP design 
class and she is a better public speaker 
after participating in speech competitions. 
Jessy will be the new 4-H Council Secre-
tary in the new year. Both young ladies 
have been involved in 4-H in all areas of 
4-H and are a great example of how 4-H 
can grow leaders.

4-H Making an Impact with 
Science Education.  Kenton County 
Cooperative Extension Service 4-H 
presented orientation programs and 
educators hosted nine egg incubators 
in local classrooms. Local students 
were able to experience hatching chicks 
from fertilized eggs. The UK Cooperative 
Extension Service provided incubators 
and all necessary supplies including 
fertilized eggs. The chick embryology 
program was completed reaching 675 
youth in grades 1 - 12. Results from 
teacher evaluations indicate that by 
completing the project students learned 
life skills and subsequently learned or 
demonstrated the corresponding National 
Science Standard science skills, including 
life cycles of organisms, organisms in 
their environments, and characteristics 
of organisms. 100% of the teachers 
indicated the embryology project provided 
an educational and science-based 
experience. Students were able to present 
observations and construct an evidence-
based account that young animals are 
like but not exactly like their parents – 
describing inherited traits and variation 
traits. One teacher quote included, 
“Hatching…, but learning about the 
parts of an egg really helps them make a 
claim that eggs have structures that help 
the chicks survive and grow.”  

Agriculture and  
Horticulture
First Ever Freezer Beef 
Bootcamp Offered to Kenton 
County Farmers. According to USDA 
economists, during the pandemic, 
increases in meat prices were mostly the 
result of declining meat supply following 
the closures of some meatpacking plants. 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service estimated that beef production 
in April 2020 was 20 percent lower than 
in April 2019. These shortages forced 
consumers to purchase meats and 
produce locally. According to the USA 
News, consumers purchased 50% to 
100% more freezers over pre-pandemic 
year so they can store more food safely. 
This increase in demand for local meats 
provided a window of opportunity for beef 
producers to capture a higher profit by 
finishing beef and selling it as a locally 
grown product. The Kenton County 
Agriculture Agent offered an 11-hour 
series consisted of four online sessions 
discussing nutrition, meat processing, 
marketing, and economics. Follow up 
to Kenton County farmers who attended 
Freezer Beef Bootcamp resulted in two 
things all of them felt they now could 
do because of the class. All of them felt 
comfortable improving or even changing 
their finish method to ensure a quality 
carcass. All these operators also learned 
how to calculate all input costs of 
producing freezer beef. 

Family and Consumer  
Sciences
Shop Smart with Grocery Apps.  A 
recent survey by Deloitte found that $0.56 
of every dollar spent in a store is influ-
enced by a digital interaction. This grow-
ing trend is shaping how consumers shop 
and make decisions. There are hundreds 
of grocery apps available that offer help 
with a wide range of shopping related 
services and functions. Grocery apps can 
help save time and money through lists 

and meal planning, comparison shop-
ping, coupons, store loyalty, and rebates. 

To increase consumer knowledge of 
the types of apps available and how to 
use them, the Kenton County Extension 
Office, FCS program presented a Zoom 
presentation on Saving Savvy with Apps 
for Coupons and Grocery Lists. Topics 
covered included:
• Identifying common functions 

of grocery shopping list apps and 
coupon apps.

• Identifying factors to research and 
consider before using an app.

• Understanding how grocery shopping 
apps and coupon apps may save time 
and money.

Thirty-eight consumers participated 
in the workshops. After the workshop, 
79% felt confident in their ability to 
identify factors to research and consider 
before using an app, and better under-
stood how grocery shopping apps and 
coupon apps may save time and money. 
Ninety-three percent indicated they plan 
to use the information they learned when 
selecting a grocery shopping list app and/
or coupon app.

Food Preservation Through  
Virtual Education. Family and Con-
sumer Sciences agents have been teaching 
safe food preservation for years through 
hands-on workshops. With the spread of 
COVID-19 in the summer of 2020, this 
was impossible. Information on safe and 
effective ways to preserve food, however, 
was needed as much as ever.

In response, Boone and Kenton 
County FCS agents developed a four-part 
virtual series on food preservation basics. 
Extension FCS agents made videos of 

themselves demonstrating how to safely 
freeze, dry, boiling water bath and pres-
sure can food.

These videos were shown during 
each of four live Zoom classes featuring 
question-and-answer sessions and links to 
the videos on the Kenton County YouTube 
channel.

As of October 2021, there have been 
nearly 5,000 views of these YouTube 
videos. According to Cisco’s Virtual Net-
working Index, by 2022, video will make 
up 82% of Internet traffic. These reputable 
videos will continue to be of great benefit 
to our citizens

Healthy Bladder Habits that 
Ward Off Urinary Incontinence 
for All Ages.  Research suggests that 
50% of women will experience urinary 
incontinence (UI) at some point in their 
lifetime and half of women experiencing 
UI do not discuss the condition with their 
physician. Kenton and Pendleton County 
Family and Consumer Sciences Extension 
Agents taught “Healthy Bladder Habits” to 
30 Northern Kentucky Extension Home-
makers as a leader training. The lesson 
taught healthy bladder habits and exer-
cises to help prevent/reduce severity of UI 
as well as reduce stigma, so more women 
feel comfortable speaking to a healthcare 
specialist. Social distancing requirements, 
due to the pandemic, limited the delivery 
method to teaching the lesson virtually to 
30 participants in seven different counties 
in Northern Kentucky as well as Ohio 
and South Carolina. Twenty-three post 
evaluations returned after two months 
indicated the following results:  96% 
stated they gained knowledge about the 
pelvic floor and urinary incontinence 
and good bladder habits; 70% will use 
the food and beverage tracker to trace 
common irritants; 65% found the bladder 
diary helpful; 83% are now able to do the 
pelvic floor exercises; 96% recommend 
the program to others. Since the program 
additional publications have been shared 
due to numerous requests. 
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Registration required for all classes. Some classes may require a fee.
NOTE: All checks payable to “Kenton Co. Extension District Board” unless otherwise indicated. 

Unless otherwise indicated, you can register by calling our office at 859/356-3155, or through our on-line registration 
program. Visit our office website http://kenton.ca.uky.edu/ and click on the “online registration” tab. Our staff will 
keep in touch with those who register with details regarding the class or program, and how it 

will be conducted —either live or through on-line instruction. 

4-H Livestock Education
Sat, Jan. 8, 8:30-11:30 am
Wed, Jan. 12, 6-8 pm
Marshall Rd.

4-H Puurfect Pals Club & 
Cloverbuddies
Jan. 4, Feb. 8, Mar. 8, April 19 & 
May 10, 6 pm
Marshall Rd.

4-H Poultry
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 25, Apr. 22 & 
May 13, 4:30 pm
Marshall Rd.

4-H Livestock Forms
Tues., Feb. 1, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Tues., Mar. 1, 6:30-7:30 pm
Marshall Rd.

4-H STEM
(pre-registration required)
Jan. 10, Feb. 3, Mar. 10, Apr 28,
6 pm
Kenton Lands 

4-H Clover Buds
3rd Thursday of the month, 7 pm 
Kenton Lands 
Program is for preschool to 3rd grade. You must 
register online at: kentoncountyextension.org. 
Space is limited.
 
 4-H Rabbit Club
1st Tuesday of each month, 7 pm
Kenton Lands 
If you own a rabbit or plan on getting a rabbit 
this is the club for you. Learn how to pick the best 
show rabbit, groom your rabbit, and how to show 
your rabbit.

4-H Rough Riders 4-H Club
3rd Thursday of the month, 7 pm 
Kenton Lands 
This club focuses on projects that can be entered 
into the county fair.

4-H Shooting Sports:
Information/Orientation Meeting 
for New Members:
Tues., Jan. 18, 6-7:30 pm
Marshall Road
Mandatory Safety Meetings:  
Tues., Feb. 15 & Mar. 15, 6:30- 8:30 pm
Marshall Road 
Each participant must attend one or both safety 
meetings to be eligible to shoot this season. This 
includes past participants.

4-H Dog Club Orientation 
Feb. 3, 6 pm
Kenton Lands 
Cost: $30
This program will be foundation skills, such  
as sit, stay, loose leash walking, rally, and  
nose work. To be eligible for this class, students 
need to be at least 9 years old with dogs 10 
months or older.  Youth must be committed to 
working with dogs daily at home. Dog must be 
people- and dog-friendly plus motivated by food 
and/or toys. If you do not have a dog and are 
interested in the class, please let us know. The 
instructor will be glad to provide one of her dogs 
for the youth to use.

Mini Farm Series
Mon., Feb. 28, Fencing and Buildings
Mon., Mar. 7, Sheep and Goats
Mon., Mar. 14, Hogs
Mon., Mar. 21, Poultry
Mon., Mar. 28, Grazing & Pastures
Mon., April 4, Fruit and Vegetables 
Do you live on a few acres but would like to 
supplement your family meals with fresh-from- 
the-farm food? This series is designed to help you 
explore homestead farming options. Take one or 
take them all! Classes start at   
6:30 pm with a light meal! REGISTER 
EARLY. SPACE IS LIMITED!

BQCA
Thurs., Apr. 28, 6:30 pm

Horse Pasture Management
Thurs., Apr. 14, 6:30 pm
Light refreshments served!

It’s More Than Just Me – 
Interacting with Others in a 
Positive Way! 
Wed., Jan. 19, 1-3:30 pm. (Snow date will 
be Jan. 26.) 
Program will also be offered virtually. To 
register, contact the Campbell County Extension 
Office at 859/572-2600. Location of the program 
is at the Boone County Enrichment Center, 1824 
Patrick Drive, Burlington, KY. 

WITS Workout
Thurs., Feb. 3 - Mar. 31, 1-2 pm
Kenton Lands 

Maximize the Flavor Series: 
Spice Blends and Umami 
Enhancers 
Tues., Mar. 29 & Apr. 26, 6:30-8 pm 
Mar 29, Spice Blends 
Apr 26, Umami Enhancers 
Boone County Enrichment Center, 
1824 Patrick Drive, Burlington. 
Register by calling 859/ 586-6101 or   
boone.ca.uky.edu.

Spring and Summer Salads 
and Salad Dressings
Wed., May 4, 6:30 pm 
Boone County Extension Enrichment 
Center 
Register by calling 859/586-6101 or   
boone.ca.uky.edu.  

Class is repeated:   
Thurs., May 5, 10 am   
Kenton County Extension office, Marshall 
Road office.   
Register by calling 859/356-3155 or visit  https://
kenton.ca.uky.edu/content/  
line-class-registration.

Learn from Home: Vegetables 
— the Jewels of Health
You must register to participate by calling  
the Kenton County Extension Office at   
859/ 356-3155 or visit https://kenton.ca.uky.edu/
content/line-class-registration
*Self-study package can be distributed 
on-line or through the US mail: 
Feb., Radish
March, Peas
Apr.,  Avocado
May, Spinach

Hands-on Food Preservation 
Workshop
Tues., Jul. 26, 9 am-3 pm 
Boone County Enrichment Center. 
Register by calling 859/586-6101 or   
boone.ca.uky.edu. 

Cultural Cook Along
Register at 859/654-3395 or  
Pendleton.ca.uky.edu for any or all of these 
sessions to cook along from home (via Zoom). 
Feb. 17, 6:30 pm, Germany
Mar. 17, 6:30 pm, Ireland
Apr. 21, 6:30 pm, Greece
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The Cooperative Extension Service is an educational organization that links the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, and 
Kentucky State University with area residents. They provide university resources, programming and expertise in community and economic development, 

agriculture, horticulture, food science and safety, family and consumer sciences, and 4-H youth development.

Marshall Rd. (Main Office Location):  
10990 Marshall Rd., Covington, KY 41015 
Office Hours: 8 am-4:30 pm, M-F

Kenton Lands Location:  
450 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY 41018   
Office Hours: M-TH: 8 am-4:30 pm, Closed Noon-1 pm
 phone: 859/356-3155  •   fax: 859/356-0363    
e-mail: DL  CES  KENTON@uky.edu

Dan Allen, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources

Mary S. Averbeck,  
4-H Youth Development

Joan Bowling, Family 
and Consumer Sciences 

Linda Brown-Price, 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences

Kathy R. Byrnes, 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences 

Denise Donahue,  
4-H Youth Development

Brandon George,  
Horticulture 

Diane Kelley,  
4-H Youth Development 

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Agents

Follow us on social media!

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

CLASS SCHEDULE, Continued

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Cleaning Matters
Boone County Extension office, 
Claxon Room, 6028 Camp Ernst Road, 
Burlington 
Call 859/586-6101 to register for one or more of 
these sessions: 
Wed., Apr. 6, 1 pm, Chemicals for Cleaning 
and Kitchen Cleaning Hacks
Thurs., Apr. 7, 1 pm, Organizing and 
Decluttering.
Wed., Apr. 20, 1 pm, Mysteries of Microfiber 
Cleaned Up
Wed., Apr. 27, 1 pm, Laundry Basics and 
Stain Removal Tips 
Mon., May 2, 1 pm, Clean and Green 

Private Pesticide Applicator 
Training
Jan. 25, 3-6 pm
This training is for people who want access to 
restricted-use pesticides for the production of 
agriculture commodities on their own property. 
This training is designed to show proper han-
dling, application, and storage of pesticides to 
ensure safety and proper use. Call the Kenton 
County Extension office at 859/356-3155 to reg-
ister. If you have had the training in the past, 
you may call to check to see if your certification 
has expired.

Celebrating Fragrance in   
the Garden
Feb. 10, 7-8 pm 
South Hills Civic Club, 10 Bluegrass Ave., 
Ft. Wright

Elusive Blue: The Rarest of 
Flower Colors
Mar. 24, 6-7 pm 
Kenton Lands

Sustainability in the 
Landscape
Apr. 23, 10-11:30 am
Marshall Road Location Barn
Rain date: Apr. 30, 10-11:30 am

Mighty Microgreens and 
Super Sprouts: Growing Food 
Without a Garden
May 5, 2-3:30 pm and 6-7:30 pm 
Kenton Lands

Get to Know your Urban 
Trees in Historic Licking 
Riverside
Jun. 4, 10-12 pm
Location: Meet at the Park Place and 
Court Street Parking Lot adjacent to the 
Farmers Market.
Rain date: Jun. 11, 10-12 pm

Extending the Season with 
Cold Frame, High Tunnels 
and Seed Starting
Feb. 9, 2-4 pm
Marshall Road

Pruning Trees and Shrubs
Mar. 9, 2-4 pm
Marshall Road

Growing Fruits and 
Vegetables in the Home 
Garden
Apr. 12, 2-4 pm
Kenton Lands

Growing Tomatoes & 
Managing Disease and Pests
• May 3, 2-4 pm
   Marshall Road
• May 5, 2-4 pm
   Kenton Lands

Relatives Raising Children 
Support Group Meeting
Jan. 26, Feb. 23, Mar. 23, Apr. 20,
May 25, 11 am
 Kenton Lands
* Food is provided. 

Relatives Raising Children— 
“Coping with Changes”  
Feb. 9, 6 pm 
Kenton Lands 

Understanding Alzheimer’s 
and Other Forms of 
Dementia
• Mar. 8, 10 am   
   Kenton Lands 
• Apr. 7, 6 pm 
   Marshall Road

Prepare to Care —   
A Resource for People  
Caring for Elderly 
Mar. 16, 6 pm
Kenton Lands  

10 Signs of Alzheimer’s
Mar. 22, 10 am
Kenton Lands

Living Better Through Home 
Energy Management
Apr. 7, 6 pm
Marshall Road

UK Extension Dementia 
Symposium: The Latest 
in Research, Planning and 
Caregiving
May 13, 8:30 am- 2:30 pm
Boone County Enrichment Center,  
Burlington KY

Kenton County Extension Staff
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SD1

1045 Eaton Drive

Fort Wright, KY  41017

phone: 859/578-7450  

Hours of Operation: 

Monday-Friday 

8 am - 4:30 pm  

www.sd1.org

SD11

Proudly Serving Northern Kentucky for 75 Years
The Ohio River is 981 miles long 

and stretches from the Allegheny and 
Monongahela rivers in Pittsburgh to 
the Mississippi River in Cairo, Illi-
nois. Geologists say the river formed 
on a piecemeal basis beginning 
about 3 million years ago as the 
result of one of the early ice ages. 

Native Americans and early 
settlers were the first to use the river 
as a transportation route, and today 
more than 184 million tons of cargo 
— most commonly coal — are 
carried up and down the river each 
year. About 10 percent of America’s 
population lives within the Ohio 
River Basin, with thousands of com-
munities receiving their drinking 
water from its relentless flow.

Up and down the river, urban 
and agricultural runoff, abandoned 
mines, industrial waste and — yes 
— raw sewage all threaten its water 
quality. And this threat is not new. 

News reports of rising concerns 
about the river’s quality began not 

long after the Civil War, but it wasn’t 
until the 1940s that Congress passed 
the first federal law aimed at protect-
ing water quality. At that point, most 
of the nation’s cities continued to 
discharge raw sewage directly into 
streams, rivers, lakes or oceans. 
Northern Kentucky was no different.

But a decade before the first 
federal law protecting water quality, 
states along the river had begun 
working together to address the 
increase of pollution resulting from 
population growth and increased in-

dustrial activity. It would be a costly 
endeavor, with 1943 estimates for 
cleaning up the Ohio River ranging 
from $53 million to $200 million.

On September 5, 1945, in re-
sponse to odor concerns at Banklick 
Creek, Dr. H. Clay White, a Kenton 
County health officer, recommended 
the establishment of a sanitation 
district in Northern Kentucky.

One year later, on September 12, 
1946, the Kentucky Commissioner 
of Sanitation Districts F.C. Dugan 
issued an order establishing the 

boundaries of a proposed sanitation 
district in Northern Kentucky pursu-
ant to Kentucky Revised Statutes 220, 
which authorized populous counties 
within Kentucky to establish such 
districts. Three months later, Dugan 
issued an order organizing Sanita-
tion District No. 1 of Campbell and 
Kenton Counties. 

In the decades since SD1 was 
founded, life in and around the Ohio 
River has improved tremendously. 
Each day, SD1 prevents about 75,000 
pounds of waste from entering our 
beloved river and its tributaries.

Our commitment to protecting 
public health, property and the en-
vironment has never been stronger, 
as evidenced by our ambitious Clean 
H2O40 sewer overflow mitigation 
program, which aims to completely 
eliminate typical-year sanitary sewer 
overflows and dramatically reduce 
the volume of combined sewer over-
flows by the year 2040.

Be winter ready: Tips for buying and 
applying de-icer

Snow and ice removal is an an-
nual winter chore. As snow piles up, 
the first line of defense is simply to 
shovel paved areas to keep them clean 
and prevent ice from forming. When 
ice does form, it is common to use salt 
and other types of chemical de-icers 
to clear walkways and driveways.

Salt and other chemical de-icers 
help make travel conditions less 
hazardous, but they can also have an 
impact on local waterways, landscap-
ing, pets and wildlife. These tips will 
help you safely battle the icy cold this 
winter while limiting the environ-
mental impact.

Buying de-icer
Traditional rock salt and some 

chemical de-icers can injure your 
pet’s paws, damage cars, prematurely 
age cement and asphalt, and pollute 
streams. Some alternative de-icers 
have less of an environmental impact 
but are just as effective at melting ice 
from paved walkways and driveways.

Check de-icer labels to ensure the 
product is safe for your pet, property 
and the environment.

Applying de-icer
Before applying de-icer, make 

sure to manually remove as much 

snow and ice as possible. De-icer 
works best when it is applied to thin 
layers of ice.

Follow the directions on the de-
icer container. Using more than what 
is recommended will not make the ice 
melt faster. When snow and ice melt, 
the runoff picks up the excess de-icer 
and carries it to our streams.

When possible, avoid using 
salt and other de-icers near trees, 
shrubs and grasses. The salty water 
can severely harm or kill a home’s 
landscaping.

If you have questions, 
email info@SD1.org or call SD1 at 
859/578-7450.

About 10 
percent of 
America’s 
population 
lives within 
the Ohio 
River Basin.



The library has a new look to the 
website with the following features:

•   It will be easier to search for 
items in the catalog. Using a 
keyword search like most of 
today’s websites, you will be able 
to find what you are looking for 
much quicker. 

•     The new website is mobile-

friendly and easy to use on any 
device. 

•   You can search the catalog, 
website, FAQs, or events.

•   When you search the catalog, 
“smart-search” makes it just like 
searching the web — enter just 
what you’re looking for and find 
it quickly.

•  You can use geolocation to find 
the library that’s closest to you or 
see a list of all locations.

•  Filter events by date, location, 
type, who’s going, or language 
to see a custom list, or search for 
the event you want.

•  The website has improved   
accessibility.  

With the new website, you will 
need to input your library card 
number and PIN (usually the last 
four digits of your phone number) to 
place items on hold and use online 
services and databases. Please call 
859/962-4000 or contact the library 
via the chat function online for 
assistance. 

Kenton County Public Library

www.kentonlibrary.org16

New look to website

www.kentoncounty.org

Want to announce a baby on 

the way? Surprise grandparents by 

making a personalized, heat sens-

ing mug. Have a milestone birthday 

coming up? Make buttons, posters, 

t-shirts and more to celebrate. How 

about giving your clients a mouse-

pad or bookmark with your logo on 

it? The library offers equipment  

to do these things and more. 

Learn about what you can do  

at the library’s makerspaces.   

Visit the library’s website at  

kentonlibrary.org, click on services, 

see the Interests tab, and click on 

STREAM Makerspace. 

Make personalized items at the library

If you interested in learning 
more about the region’s history, see 
historic photographs and engage 
with other history fans, check out 
the library’s newest Facebook group, 
Kenton Library Archives. Learn 
about local history from historic 
photographs and collections at the 
Kenton County Public Library. Ask 

staff questions about researching 
your family tree or the history of 
your neighborhood and community. 
Also receive updates about upcom-
ing programs, new collections, and 
additions to online databases. Search 
Kenton Library Archives on Facebook 
to join. 

Library’s history Facebook group

Winter is the perfect time of year to stay 

inside and interview your family. Preserve their 

stories for future generations by checking out 

an Oral History Kit. The kit comes with starter 

questions and a recorder to help preserve 

those memories for future generations. 



Kenton County Public LibraryKenton County Public Library
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Kenton County Public Library

Stay Connected! Follow the Library on these sites:

All three branches: 859/962-4000
Covington Branch Library  502 Scott Blvd., Covington, KY 41011  
Durr Branch Library 1992 Walton-Nicholson Rd., Independence, KY  41051  
Erlanger Branch Library  401 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY  41018   

www.kentoncounty.org

If you are thinking of a career 
change or are currently in transition, 
check out the Kenton County Public 
Library’s Career and Job Services 
website, kentonlibrary.org/job-search-
central. The Kenton County Public 
Library offers an array of services and 
resources for job seekers at all levels of 
work. Whether it’s entry-level, a second 
career or you’re in a transition, the 

library’s goal is to help you find the 
job that is right for you. Those new to 
the job search process should enroll in 
the Northern Kentucky Accountability 
Group which takes place weekly on 
Wednesdays beginning at 9:30 am. 
Check out the library’s LinkedIn page 
to learn more and read success stories 
of professionals who have participated 
in the job services program. 

Job Services

1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten
Monthly
All Branches
The Kenton County Public Library is 
proud to present 1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten a reading initiative geared 
toward children ages 0-5 and their 
caregivers. Help your child develop their 
vocabulary, build confidence, and be 
kindergarten ready.

Winter Reading 
Challenge
Sat., Jan. 1- Mon., Feb. 28 
All Branches
Cozy up with a book this winter and 
earn raffle tickets for your chance to 
win a gift card. Visit kentonlibrary.
beanstack.org or download the 
Beanstack app to participate.

Anime Club
Fri., Jan. 21, 6-8 pm
William E. Durr Branch
Love anime? Come meet up with other 
anime fans for shows, snacks, and fun!

Golden Girls Trivia!
Mon., Jan. 24, 2 & 6:30 pm
Erlanger Branch
Join us for three rounds of trivia to 
test your knowledge of the Golden 
Girls! Guests may compete on teams 
of 1-6 people. The winning team will 
receive a prize!

Tween Time*
Ages 9-12
Tues., Jan. 25, 4-5 pm
Covington Branch
Lots of fun activities for tweens. 

Chair Exercise*
Thurs., Jan. 27, 11-11:30 am
Covington Branch
A half-hour of low impact, low intensity 
training that focuses on stability, 
balance, and mobility training. 

Saturday Morning on 
Thursday Evening*
Ages 5-9
Thurs., Jan. 27, 6-8 pm
Durr Branch
Come for stories and fun!

Craft Club: DIY Tea 
Blends*
Thurs., Jan. 27, 6:30-8 pm
Erlanger Branch
Join us for a cozy evening learning 
about herbs and tea blends, then make 
your own blend to sip during class or 
take home!

Health & Wellness Expo
Sat., Jan. 29, 11 am-4 pm
Covington Branch
Walk into better health this new year! 
Participants can take part in free health 
screenings and enjoy a variety of vendor 
activities and wellness classes.

Programs and Events
Free to attend. Register when marked with *. Full program list at kentonlibrary.org.

New Year, New Career 
Job Fair
Thurs., Jan. 20, 1-4 pm
Career Coach sessions: noon-3 pm
Erlanger Branch
In partnership with the Kentucky 
Career Center, job seekers are invited 
to meet local employers. Come 
dressed to impress! Visit with a Career 
Coach beginning at noon to help you 
prepare to meet employers.
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Northern Kentucky Health Department

NKY Health

Kenton County Health Center 
2002 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41014      
phone: 859/431-3345

District Office     
8001 Veterans Memorial Dr., Florence, KY 41042     
phone: 859/341-4264

FOLLOW US!
• www.facebook.com/nkyhealth/
• twitter.com/nkyhealth (@nkyhealth)
• www.instagram.com/nkyhealthdept/ 

While our state is well-known 
for its beautiful mountains, historic 
national and state parks, rolling 
hills and horse-lined highways, 
we are also known for the deep-
rooted tobacco growing culture — a 
culture that has not been kind to the 
health of our neighbors. Although 
the tobacco industry witnessed a 
decline in sales in the 1990s due to 
anti-smoking campaigns and higher 
taxes, the rates of disability, disease 
and death related to lung-disease 
continue to rise. How could this be? 
The tobacco industry noticed a shift 
in societal trends and decided they 
needed to gain a new generation of 
smokers to keep up sales, therefore 
“big tobacco” transformed into “big 
vape.” Did you know that “vape” is 
actually a term that the tobacco in-
dustry created because of its sense of 
safety? The term that better describes 
this product is e-cigarette because 
the “vapor” that you see in the air 
is actually an aerosol made up of 
harmful substances, including nico-
tine, heavy metals like lead, volatile 
organic compounds and cancer-
causing agents (similar to those 
found in traditional cigarettes).

Technology, like the internet 
and phone applications, has made 
tobacco, nicotine, e-cigarettes 
and other harmful substances 
more accessible to all populations, 
including youth. The majority of 

e-cigarette liquid contains nicotine 
— a HIGHLY addictive substance 
that over time changes the way our 
brains function and impacts our 
mood, our emotions and our ability 
to build critical information. All of 
these aspects are critical to the brain 
development in youth. 

If you are looking to talk to your 
child about e-cigarettes or tobacco 
use, or you want to quit smoking or 
help a child, friend or loved one quit 
smoking or using another substance 
that is harmful to the lungs, please 
reach out for assistance. There are 
resources available and people  
ready to help. 

Steps to take for  
prevention:
•  Speak with influencers, leaders 

and decision makers to advocate 
for stronger tobacco and other 
substance use policies in your 
community. 

•  Join a community coalition 
that is dedicated to preventing 
tobacco and other substance 
abuse.

•  Talk to your child/young adult 
about the impacts that an ad-
diction can lead to in their life. 
Bring up sports/extracurriculars, 
spending and other immediate 
side effects along with long-
term risks such as disability and 
diseases, including the possibility 

of transmitting a disease from 
sharing devices. 

•  Ask your school about their 
100% Tobacco-Free School 
policy and find out where they 
are promoting prevention tools 
and cessation strategies.

Tools for cessation:

•  Walk in to a participating local 
pharmacy and ask to receive 
two-week’s worth of FREE 
gum/patches. Find out which 
pharmacies are participating by 
scanning the QR code or visiting 
our website: https://nkyhealth.
org/individual-or-family/indi-
vidual-health/quit-smoking/. 

•  1-800-QUIT-NOW Hotline: free 
phone service to anyone looking 
to quit using nicotine products. 
Get connected to a coach and 
access to low-no-cost nicotine 
replacement therapies like gum 
or patches. 

•  My Life My Quit: free and confi-
dential texting service for teens 
looking to stop smoking. Text 
“Start My Quit” to 36072 to get 
connected now.

•  Freedom From Smoking: a free 
seven-week program offered by 
St. Elizabeth Tobacco Treatment 
Specialists to help you quit for 
good by developing a plan of 
action leading up to your quit 
day. Call 859/301-5570 to join 
today or go to stelizabeth.com/
freedomfromsmoking

Resources available to stop smoking   
and/or vaping



The Foundation for 
Community Assistance  

PROJECT RAMP is a commu-
nity foundation that was formed in 
2012 to give financial assistance 
to registered RAMP users that find 
it difficult to personally fund their 
transportation on RAMP. The foun-
dation will give financial assistance 
to RAMP passengers that financially 
qualify for the assistance and are 
approved through the application 
process.

Who the Foundation 
helps

RAMP is the Regional Area 
Mobility Program, which provides 
ADA transportation operated by 
the Transit Authority of Northern 
Kentucky, to residents of Boone, 
Campbell and Kenton counties. The 
fare for the service is $2.50 a ride, 
which some riders find cost prohibi-
tive, making it difficult to make trips 
to employment and for medical 
needs. PROJECT RAMP is a funding 
program offering financial assis-
tance to cover a portion of this fare. 
This fund depends on public support 
to operate, donations are accepted 
at https://www.tankbus.org/rider-
guide/programs/ramp/project-ramp

Community 
Foundation of 
Northern Kentucky 

PROJECT RAMP is administered 
by the Community Foundation 
of Northern Kentucky (CFNK), a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that benefits the people of our 
region by addressing the need for 
improved health, social and educa-
tional services in our community. 
Partnering with the CFNK to provide 
financial assistance to people in our 
community that qualify for RAMP 
services under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and are economi-
cally disadvantaged will allow the 
PROJECT RAMP foundation to  
help those most in need in our  
community.

www.tankbus.org 19

TANK

Get to know PROJECT RAMP

Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky

TANK is the public transit authority that provides bus service in Boone, Campbell and Kenton 
counties and downtown Cincinnati.

Contact us!  Phone: 859/331-TANK (8265) •  Web: www.tankbus.org

Connect with TANK!

Facebook TANK 
(Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky)

Instagram @tankbus



In 2020, COVID brought many 
changes to how elections were 
conducted.  In 2021, the Kentucky 
General Assembly made some of 
those changes permanent. Here is 
just an overview of what is happen-
ing in Elections for 2022.

Highlights of changes 
to election law:
a.  There will be three (3) days 

of early no-excuse voting on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
before the Primary and General 
Elections.

       • Primary Election,   
 May 17, 2022 

        • General Election,     
 November  8, 2022

b.  Mail-in absentee ballots will 
require an excuse.

c.  Like 2020, there is an online 
portal to request and track  
mail-in absentee ballots:

  www.govoteky.com 
d.  Drop boxes will be available.
e.  Voting Centers are an option.
f.  Kenton County has new voting 

equipment so that all votes are 
cast on a paper ballot.

Redistricting:  This will likely 
happen in January of 2022 once 
the legislation reconvenes. Using 
the 2020 census data, the General 
Assembly will change Senate and 
House of Representatives district 
lines to more evenly distribute the 
population.

Reapportionment:  This process 
uses the census data to more evenly 
distribute the population between 
the three commissioner districts.  
This will happen after the redistrict-
ing is finalized by the legislators.  
Reapportionment not only affects 
the commissioner districts but the 
magistrate and constable districts.

What is on the ballot? 
Federal Races:  

U.S. Senate
U.S. House

State Races:  
House of Representatives for 61st, 
63rd, 64th, 65th and 69Th Districts

Judicial Races: 
•   Justice of Supreme Court 6th  
      Judicial District
•   Court of Appeals, 6th Judicial  
      District
•    Circuit Court, Division 1, 3 and 4
•    District Court Judges, Division 1,  
      2 and 3
•    Family Court Judges, Divisions 2 
       and 5

County Offices: 
•    Judge Executive
•   Commissioner Districts 1, 2 and 3
•    Magistrates Districts 1, 2 and 3
•    Constables Districts 1, 2 and 3
•    County Attorney
•    Sheriff
•    County Clerk
•    Property Valuation   
      Administrator
•    Jailer

•    Soil and Water Conservation 
       Supervisors
•    Coroner

School Boards: 
•    Kenton County School Board,  
      Divisions 3 and 4
•    Beechwood Independent
•    Covington Independent
•    Erlanger-Elsmere Independent
•    Ludlow Independent
•    Walton-Verona Independent

City Mayors:   
All cities except Covington

City Commission/Council:  
All cities 

How to become a  
candidate?  

Candidate information and fil-
ing requirements are available at  
https://elect.ky.gov.  

Deadlines
Deadline to file for Federal, State, 

Judicial, and County races is January 
7, 2022.

Deadline for School Board races 
is June 7, 2022.

Deadline for Mayor, City Council 
or Commission is June 7, 2022.  
Except for the City of Erlanger 
and Covington since they have an 
ordinance to have a primary so that 
deadline is January 7, 2022.

Deadline to file in any race as an 
Independent is April 1, 2022.

More information about 
precinct changes and voting 
locations will be provided 
by the County Clerk once 
approved by the State Board 
of Elections.

Kenton County Clerk:  Gabrielle Summe
1840 Simon Kenton Way, Suites 1100, 1101 & 1300 • Covington, KY 41011

PO Box 1109  •  Covington, KY 41011
859/392-1600

Kenton County Clerk
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Kenton County Clerk

Your guide to elections in 2022
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Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Kenton County PVA

Covington Office Hours (1840 Simon Kenton Way, Suite 3300): M-F: 8:15 am - 4:15 pm
Ph: 859/392-1750 • Fax: 859/392-1770

Independence Office (old Courthouse; 5272 Madison Pike): The PVA Independence Office is temporarily closed. We apologize for any inconvenience 
and look forward to providing you with exceptional customer service in our Covington Office.

Mailing Address/Email Address:
1840 Simon Kenton Way, Suite 3300, Covington, KY 41011-2999    

info.kentonpva@kentoncounty.org

 WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
DARLENE M. PLUMMER - KENTON COUNTY PROPERTY VALUATION ADMINISTRATOR

Have you ever received an assess-
ment change notice from the Kenton 
County PVA Office informing you of 
a change in your property’s market 
value and thought the change was 
not warranted, yet were unsure of the 
procedure to appeal or disagree with 
that value?

Each year, the PVA Office is 
required to physically inspect ap-
proximately one-fourth of all real 
property in Kenton County. The area 
inspected is based upon a four-year 
Quadrennial Physical Examination 
Schedule or cycle, which must be  
approved by the Department of 
Revenue (DOR).

The PVA, although a State Office, 
has local County jurisdiction and 
is statutorily required to assess all 
property at 100% fair market value 
(FMV). (For assessment year 2022, the 

PVA office is inspecting properties in 
Bromley, Covington & Ludlow.) The 
PVA’s values are subject to thresholds 
and must be certified* each year by 
the DOR. As such, the PVA does not 
have sole authority in establishing 
and maintaining assessments in 
its county but serves as the primary 
entity for providing fair market value 
for certification.

To determine FMV, our office 
uses one or more of the recognized 
approaches to value: sales compari-
son, income capitalization and the 
cost approach. However, much of 
this in-depth analysis is done on a 
“mass appraisal” basis — which by 
its nature, as a collective analysis — 
does not account for every factor of 
each singular property. One example 
would be the condition of a particular 
property.  

You may have wondered whether 
there is merit in contacting our office 
to ask for a review of your property 
assessment and what the steps are to 
initiate a review.

Each year, there is a statutory 
period during which a property owner 
may file a request to review. (For 
2022, this period is May 2-16). During 
this time, you may provide docu-
mentation in support of a reduction 
in your assessment. Examples may 
include:
1.  A recent appraisal,
2.  Recent market sales and listings 

of comparable properties, 
3.  Photographs supporting condition 

and other factual evidence to sup-
port deferred maintenance.

If a property owner has met the 
burden of proof, the PVA will consider 
a revision to the property assessment. 

It should be stressed that the use of 
PVA assessments compared with your 
property is not recognized as support 
in any appeal. Though property own-
ers may have a subjective opinion of 
the value of their property, any request 
for review or appeal must be supported 
by factual market information.

We welcome and encourage you 
to contact us in any year you feel a 
review of your assessment may be 
warranted. Please visit our website 
for more information on the Appeal 
Process.

*Kenton County PVA’s assessment roll 
is used by the County, Cities and other 
taxing entities to determine their tax 
rates each year and if our office isn’t 
certified, these entities are unable to 
establish their rates. The Kenton PVA 
has met its certification requirements 
every year, on time, without exception.

Property assessments and the review process

Why has my escrow payment gone up?
Our office often receives questions about escrow accounts. Generally, it is the prac-

tice of title companies to estimate initial escrow figures based upon the last available tax 
bill. If there is a substantial increase in value since the previous year and the title com-
pany based its estimate on the lower value, it can create an escrow shortage. An escrow 
shortage can also occur in the case of new construction. For example, you bought a new 
home in 2021 but the 2020 tax bill was based on land value only. The new reassessment 
will include the value of the land plus the value of your home. This will increase your 
property taxes and, as a result, increase your escrow payment. (Please note that tax bills 
and the collection of taxes are handled by the Sheriff’s Office.) Your escrow company 
would be the best source to explain any escrow adjustments.

Reduce your net taxable value with 
the Homestead Exemption!

Did you know that you may qualify for a reduction in the taxable value of your 
home thereby reducing your property taxes? The Kentucky Homestead Act is a tax 
exemption established for the benefit of the senior or disabled homeowner. To qualify 
for the Homestead Exemption, a person must be at least 65 years old and own, occupy 
and maintain their home as their primary residence on January 1. DON’T WAIT 
UNTIL YOUR BIRTHDAY – APPLY NOW!  Disability Exemption: A person must be 
classified as 100% totally disabled under any government and/or most private retire-
ment system(s). For more information, please visit our website at www.kentonpva.org 
or call us at 859/392-1750.
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University of Kentucky

As part of efforts to combat the 
opioid crisis, Kenton County pharma-
cies are working with a local coalition 
to increase safe medication disposal 
as part of a research project funded by 
the National Institutes of Health. The 
HEALing Communities Study (HCS) 
has supported the installation of 
medication disposal drop boxes in four 
local pharmacies to address the chal-
lenge of leftover prescription opioids 
leading to accidental poisonings  
and overdose.  

“The opioid epidemic has hit our 
community in several ways, but none 
more important than those who have 
lost their lives,” said Michael Bosch, 
a pharmacist at Ft. Mitchell Drug 
Shoppe, a HCS partner. “Opioid addic-
tion does not discriminate because of 
race, gender, wealth or upbringing.”

Studies have shown that up to 
71 percent of opioid tablets prescribed 
for pain relief after surgery were not 
needed and often remain in the home. 
These medications — drugs like 
hydrocodone, morphine, oxyco-
done — are especially dangerous 
due to risk of misuse, overdose, and 
death. Half of people who misuse 
prescription opioids get them from a 
friend or family member, according 
to the National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health. Additionally, accidental 
exposure to medicine in the home is a 
major source of poisoning emergencies 
among children.

The goals of the HCS disposal 
program are for residents to make 
safe medication disposal a habit and 
to reduce the number of prescription 
opioids available in the community.

“We decided to partner with 
HCS to provide our community with 
an easy way to discard unwanted 

pharmaceuticals and to potentially 
keep medicine from falling into the 
wrong hands,” Bosch said. “I believe 
our customers appreciate the ease and 
discretion the box provides.”

HCS funds the installation and 
initial maintenance of the drop boxes, 
which are recommended by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for disposal of most unused 
prescription and over-the-counter 
medicine and helps pharmacies raise 
awareness of the importance of safe 
disposal within their communities. 

“The cost of a disposal drop box is 
often the largest obstacle for com-
munity pharmacies,” said HCS faculty 
member, Dr. Trish Freeman. “We are 
helping pharmacies that want to be 
involved overcome barriers so they can 
provide this important service.”

In the past year, HCS has provided 
the drop boxes to 32 community phar-
macies in eight Kentucky counties. 

 “Research has shown that people 
are more likely to dispose of opioids if 
the location is convenient, such as a 
community pharmacy.” Freeman said. 

HCS also is working to increase 
public awareness about medication 
disposal, through advertising and 
education to healthcare providers. For 
pharmacies that were unable to install 
a drop box, HCS offered mail-back 
disposal envelopes. 

Kenton County is among 16 
Kentucky communities highly 
impacted by the opioid crisis in which 
the HCS is testing a set of proven pre-
vention and treatment practices with 
the aim of reducing opioid overdose 
deaths by 40 percent. Kentucky is one 
of four research sites participating 
in the HCS. Along with increasing 

safe medication disposal, a coalition 
of community members in Kenton 
County selected strategies to increase 
overdose education and naloxone 
distribution, expand access to and 
retention in medication treatment for 
opioid use disorder, and offer patient 
and provider education about prescrip-
tion opioid safety. 

For more information, please visit 
www.HEALTogetherKy.org/Kenton.

Local pharmacies offer safe medication disposal 
in partnership with the University of Kentucky 
HEALing Communities Study

Pharmacies 
Blank’s Pharmacy*
272 W Pike St, Covington

Cherokee Drug Shoppe*
6439 Taylor Mill Rd, Independence

CVS Pharmacy
4305 Winston Ave, Latonia
3516 Dixie Hwy, Erlanger
2001 Madison Ave, Covington*

Ft Mitchell Drug Shoppe*
2515 Dixie Hwy, Ft Mitchell

Save Discount Drugs
716 Madison Ave, Covington
* HCS partners

Mail-back envelopes are available at 
Ludlow Pharmacy, Nies Independence 
Pharmacy, and Ruwe Family Pharmacy 
in Covington and Latonia.

Police Departments
Covington 
One Police Memorial Dr, Covington

Edgewood 
385 Dudley Rd, Edgewood

Erlanger 
505 Commonwealth Ave, Erlanger

Fort Wright
1113 West Lexington Ave, Fort Wright

Kenton County
11777 Madison Pike, Independence

Park Hills 
1106 Amsterdam Rd, Park Hills

Villa Hills 
719 Rogers Rd, Villa Hills

Kenton County Medication Disposal Drop 
Box Locations

Left: Medication 
disposal drop boxes, 
like this one at 
Cherokee Drug Shoppe, 
are available for 
use during normal 
pharmacy hours.

Right: 
Michael Bosch, 
HCS partner and 
pharmacist, poses 
with Ft. Mitchell Drug 
Shop’s new medication 
disposal drop box.



Kenton County Alliance to Prevent 
Substance Misuse is a substance mis-
use coalition working to support drug 
free lifestyles among Kenton County 
youth. Director Diana O’Toole and 
Coordinator Amy Cooley, along with 
Consultant Nicole Rankin are working 
along with coalition members to con-
tinue prevention efforts with Kenton 
County youth. One substance is a Juul. 
Juuling is an increasing concerning 
across our nation. 

What is a Juul?
You’ve probably seen someone 

you know sucking on something that 
resembles a USB flash drive. They 
may have even told you it’s safer than 
smoking a cigarette. However you may 
not know that Juul delivers unusually 
heavy doses of nicotine. Also other 
harmful substances can be mixed into 
the Juuling/Vaping device.  

Juuls are battery operated and 
work by heating “juice” in a pod that 
contains nicotine, flavorings or other 
harmful chemicals. After it is heated, 
this liquid creates a vapor that the 
user inhales. Through inhaling the 
user gets a very quick and powerful 
burst of nicotine, that is similar to a 
cigarette experience, this also makes 
the product more addictive.

Here are some things you should 
know about Juuling:
•  The nicotine concentration 

in JUUL is more than twice 
the amount found in other 
e-cigarettes. Nicotine is a highly 
addictive chemical that makes it 
very difficult to stop using.

•  The high amounts of nicotine 
found in Juul are very dangerous 
for any age to use. However the 
US Surgeon General has warned 
teens that usage of nicotine in 
any form is unsafe. 

•  Juul “juice” pods come in flavors 
that are made to appeal to youth. 
Pods can be found that are: cool 
mint, fruit medley and mango, 
and many teens say that is what 
attracted them to the Juul.

•  According to recent studies, 
young people who use Juuls are 
more likely to use traditional 
tobacco products.

•  One pod contains the same 
amount of nicotine as one pack 
of cigarettes.

•  Long term health effects of Juul-
ing are not known yet. However 
each Juul pod contains a mix 
of glycerol, propylene, nicotine, 
benzoic acid and artificial 
flavors.  

Juuling teens — 
customers for life

Many question if Juul is actu-
ally being marketing to youth? Juuls 
and other electronic cigarettes make 
it easier for kids to try smoking. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention report that the advertis-
ing of Juuls is reaching children and 
teens with alarming success. Juuls 

can be purchased through online 
web stores, such as eBay and Alibaba, 
with prepaid debit cards. This makes 
it much easier for youth to purchase 
the devices. Studies also show that use 
among high school and middle school 
students has doubled in just one year.  

Talk to your teens, 
they listen…
•   Check in frequently to see how 

they are doing; 
•   Choose informal times to talk, 

such as in the car, during dinner, 
or while watching TV; 

•    Be clear and consistent about 
your expectations regarding vap-
ing and other substance use;

•   Establish family agreements 
together for social and extracur-
ricular activities; 

•   Let them know you care and are 
always there for them; and 

•   Continue talking with your teens 
as they get older. Help your teen 
create an “exit plan” in case he 
or she is offered an e-cigarette 
or faced with a difficult decision 
about vaping (such as texting a 
code word to a family member). 
Peer pressure can be powerful, 
so coming up with realistic 
action steps and practicing them 
together in a safe environment 
will prepare and empower your 
teen to make good choices when 
it matters.

For more information about how 
to talk with your teen about vaping, 
visit www.underagedrinking.samhsa.
gov and www.samhsa.gov.
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Kenton County Alliance

Kenton County Alliance

Free confidential, 24/7, 365 
day a year help for individu-
als and families facing mental/
and or substance misuse 
disorders.
TEXT CRISIS LINE                
KY741741
SAMSHA’s National Helpline 
1-800 662-HELP
For more information:  
Contact diana.otoole@
erlanger.kyschools.us   
or amy.cooley@  
erlanger.kyschools.us

Juul — an increasing concern 



PDS slashes budget to benefit cities and taxpayers, 
increases efficiency

Planning and Development 
Services of Kenton County (PDS) is 
now more streamlined and efficient 
than ever, and is saving taxpayers 
a lot of money. The agency began 
a major overhaul last year which 
identified PDS’ core functions and 
realigned its programs to better meet 
the needs of its member cities. That 
restructuring led to a nearly 20 per-
cent reduction in PDS’ overall budget, 
and ultimately a savings of over 
$1.1 million. Additionally, PDS has 
reduced the 2021-2022 tax rate from 
0.0268 to 0.0225 per $100 valuation, 
the lowest rate since 2004-2005.

“I’ve been involved with govern-
ment agencies for more than 20 years 
and this is the most substantial sav-
ings I’ve ever seen,” PDS Management 
Board Chair Joe Nienaber said.

Many times, budget cuts result 
in fewer programs or services, but 
Nienaber said the PDS Management 
Board and Council, along with 
Executive Director Sharmili Reddy, 
collaborated to maximize efficiency, 
providing an even better quality of 
services than previously offered.

As required by Kentucky law, PDS 
provides services to Kenton County 
communities and serves the Kenton 
County Planning Commission to help 

establish a comprehensive plan that 
guides development throughout cities 
within the County. PDS helps protect 
landowners’ property rights, and 
offers services including those related 
to planning and zoning, building, 
infrastructure engineering, LINK-GIS 
mapping, and code enforcement, 
among others. PDS’ One-Stop Shop 
program, which houses codes en-
forcement services for Kenton County 
cities under one roof, was one of the 
programs that PDS reevaluated to 
help streamline the agency.

Nienaber noted that as stewards 
of public money, PDS must be frugal 
with their funds, while providing the 
best services possible. He said not only 
did PDS cut costs for taxpayers in fis-
cal year 2021-2022, but they reduced 
taxes for several years to come.

“We took as deep a cut as we 
could comfortably take with regard to 
taxes,” Nienaber detailed. “It’s easy to 
say we are going to lower taxes as fast 
as we can, but the slightest changes in 
property valuation and the assess-
ment of homes can send the orga-

nization into the hole pretty quickly. 
Because fiscal responsibility is of the 
utmost importance, we established a 
stabilization fund so we can maintain 
the lower tax rate for taxpayers with-
out compromising on stability based 
on swings in property values and so 
that we remain financially sound.”

Nienaber said people will see a 
significant reduction in their real 
estate taxes and anything they pay 
personal property tax on, like their 
vehicles.

“We’ve tried to put some money 
back in those paychecks and back in 
their pockets,” Nienaber said. “And 
Kenton County is in a great spot 
as far as planning and zoning is 
concerned.”

PDS of Kenton County

1840 Simon Kenton Way  
Suite 3400 
Covington, KY 41011 
859/331-8980
Hours: M-F, 8 am-5 pm

Facebook.com/PDSKC

Twitter@PDSKC

LinkedIn@PDSKC

Planning and Development Services of Kenton County
Visit www.whatshappeningnews.com for all the news in Boone, Kenton, Campbell and Oldham counties
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“I’ve been involved 
with government 
agencies for more than 
20 years and this is 
the most substantial 
savings I’ve ever seen.” 

- Joe Nienaber
PDS Management Board Chair

PDS Management Board:
 Commissioner Joe Nienaber: Chair - Kenton County 
 Mayor Chris Reinersman : Vice-Chair - Independence 
 Mayor Paul Meier: Treasurer - Crestview Hills 
 Commissioner Michelle Williams - Covington
 Councilman Greg Pohlgeers - Fort Mitchell
 Councilman Gary Meyer - Erlanger
 Councilman Bernie Wessels - Fort Wright

PDS Executive Director:
 Sharmili Reddy
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