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Join us at a special evening program on 
Friday, February10 at 6:30 pm at the 
Erlanger Branch of the Kenton County 
Public Library to discuss how an eclipse 
works, and the differences between 
types of eclipses. Practice creating an 
“eclipse,” share books, videos, and more. 
Weather permitting, staff will take the 
telescope outside to view the penumbral 
lunar eclipse as it happens. Staff will also 
discuss the Library’s new astronomy-
related collection which also includes the 
loaning of telescopes.

See page 2 for more information about 
the Library’s programs and events.

Learn all about the 
upcoming lunar 
eclipse!



Teen Photography 
Contest
Sunday, January 1-
Tuesday, January 31
It’s time for the Annual KCPL Teen 
Photo Contest! Submit up to 2 JPEG 
images as email attachments to 
kcplteens@gmail.com between
January 1-January 31. For full details, 
email jessy.griffith@kentonlibrary.org. 

Kentucky Health  
Benefits Exchange
Tuesday, January 3, 10 am
Wednesday, January 11, 1 pm
Thursday, January 26, 4 pm
Open enrollment for the Kentucky 
Health Benefits Exchange ends  
January 31. If you have questions  
about or need health insurance, stop 
in today. Covington branch.

Tai Chi & Chai Tea
Fridays, January 6 & 27, 10:30 am
Master Fahey will teach an easy 
course in the gentle and low-impact 
martial art of Tai Chi. We’ll also be 
serving Chai Tea. William E Durr 
branch. Register.

New Year’s Resolution:
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm
Join us to learn what apps for your 
phone can help you keep your  
resolution.
Lose Weight:  January 10
Eating Healthy: January 17
Organization: January 24’
Erlanger branch.

Healthy Choices for 
Every Body
Fridays, January 13, 20 & 27, 
11 am
Attend this series and learn to stretch 
your SNAP Benefits, prepare low-
cost, quick and healthy meals, better 
breakfast eating habits, food safety and 
preparation skills! Covington branch.

Used Book Sale
Sunday, January 15 - 
Saturday, January 21
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Kenton County Public Library. 
William E Durr branch.

Puppy Tales
School Age
•  Tuesdays, 5:30 pm - 
 William E Durr branch
•  Monday, January 9, 4:30 pm -
 Erlanger branch
•  Sunday, January 15, 2 pm - 
 Covington branch
•  Sunday, January 22, 2 pm -
 Erlanger branch
Children will read one-on-one to a 
dog who loves to hear stories! You 
bring the kids, we’ll supply the 
dogs! Dates, times and locations 
vary monthly. Please check 
www.kentonlibrary.org/events for 
future dates. 

Homespun: Soup, 
Suppa, Sop
School Age
Wednesday, January 18, 
10:30 am-Noon
Warm up at the Library as we put our 
directional and measuring skills to the 
test to create a pot of soup. Covington 
branch. Register. Check www.kenton-
library.org/events for additional home 
school programs. 

Microsoft PowerPoint
Part 1: Wednesday, January 18,  
10 am
Part 2: Wednesday, January 25,  
10 am
Covington branch. Register. 

Stop Motion Studio
Saturday, January 21, 11 am
Try your hand at making a stop 
motion movie with one of our 
iPads. Covington branch.

(Re)Discovering Your 
Mission
Saturday, January 21, 1-3:30 pm
At the end of this interactive work-
shop, you’ll be prepared to set a new 
or more refined course for your life 
with your own personal mission 
statement. Presented and facilitated 
by Alexia Zigoris. Covington 
branch. Register. 

Bad Art Night    
Monday, January 23, 6-7:30 pm
Join other teens as you compete for 
the honor of making the worst art of 
the night. Prizes available. Erlanger 
branch. 

Erlanger’s Test Kitchen: 
Savory Stews
Thursday, January 26, 7-8 pm
Winter is here! Warm yourself up with 
some savory soups and stews! Samples 
will be served, Presented by Colonel 
De’s Herbs & Spices. Erlanger branch. 
Register. 

Cook-A-Book
Preschool- School Age
Saturday, January 28, 11 am
Join us for a new monthly series 
where we’ll read a book and then 
cook a yummy treat! This month, 
our theme is “If You Give A Mouse A 
Cookie.” We’ll read the book, bake 
cookies, and make a craft while we’re 
waiting for them to be done! Please 
register online so that we can plan for 
enough food. Covington branch. 

AARP Tax Aide
Wednesdays, February 8-April 12,
9:30 am-12:30 pm 
Taxes prepared by ARRP volunteers.  
Must have their tax information (W-2’s 
etc.), ID and SS card. Numbers will 
be handed out to those in line prior to 
opening, For additional information 
call 859/962-4071. 

Kenton County Public Library
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Don’t miss these programs at the Library!

Kenton County Public Library

Stay Connected! Follow the Library on these sites:

All three branches: 859/962-4000!
Covington Library  502 Scott Street, Covington, KY 41011  
Durr Branch Library 1992 Walton-Nicholson Rd., Independence, KY  41051  
Erlanger Branch Library  401 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY  41018   

Download and stream
Too cold to go outside? Don’t 

forget you can download movies, 
music, e-books and magazines. 
You can also stream movies, TV 
shows music right from your mo-
bile device. All you need is a library 
card to get started! Don’t have one? 
Apply online, http://www.kentonli-
brary.org/library-card.



SD1

3www.sd1.org

SD1 announces Adam Chaney as new 
executive director

SD1

1045 Eaton Drive
Fort Wright, KY  41017
phone: 859/578-7450  

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm  

On December 5, SD1 announced 
that Adam Chaney will be the new 
executive director. Chaney, who has 
served on the SD1 Board since 2014 
and acted as president since July 
2015, resigned from the board and 
began working with the utility on 
January 3.

“I am eager to continue working 
towards the goals and initiatives es-

tablished during my tenure as board 
Chair,” Chaney said. “SD1 provides 
critical services to the Northern 
Kentucky region and I am energized 
by the opportunity to work with the 
community, the board and the SD1 
employees to tackle the challenges 
ahead.”  

SD1’s Board was looking for a 
leader that could collaborate with 
SD1 employees to continue their 
ongoing progress in addressing com-
munity needs. Chaney’s combined 
background in finance, development 
and business management offers 
many skills that will help him lead 
SD1 in a fiscally responsible and 
community-focused way. 

“SD1 has been working hard to 
reduce costs without sacrificing the 
level of service SD1 provides,” said 
Robert Horine, vice president of the 
SD1 Board of Directors. “As president 
of the SD1 Board, Adam has used his 

experience as a small business owner 
and knowledge of Northern Kentucky 
to lead us all in thinking outside the 
box to accomplish this task.” 

Over the course of the last 20 
years, Chaney has owned and man-
aged multiple real estate develop-
ment and construction related 
entities. Prior to his time in real 
estate development and construction, 
Chaney formed a national airport 
concessions operation with locations 
in five major U.S. cities. He also 
worked in the banking industry as a 
commercial analyst and lender.  

“I believe we should continue to 
work collaboratively in identifying 
efforts that serve all members of our 
community,” Chaney said. “I plan 
to continue to look for opportunities 
that will address multiple commu-
nity concerns and further develop 
efficiencies that will help move the 
utility forward.” 

As a board member, Chaney used 
his strong background in develop-
ment to address capacity issues in 
Hebron by initiating a collaborative 
effort between SD1, Boone County 
Fiscal Court and the development 
community. He also played an 
instrumental role in revising SD1’s 
private lateral repair program, which 
is designed to assist customers with 
the cost associated with lateral 
repairs beneath the public roadway.

Mark Wurschmidt, SD1’s deputy 
executive director of engineering, has 
been acting as the interim executive 
director of SD1 since March, when 
David Rager left the post. 

“As an active board member, 
Adam has a good understanding of 
the challenges we face as a utility,” 
Wurschmidt said. “I look forward 
to working with him to address our 
community’s needs.”

Bond refinancing to save SD1 customers $31.2 million 
SD1 will save $31.2 million over 

the next 22 years by refinancing bonds 
used for major capital improvements to 
the region’s sewage storage and convey-
ance systems.

The SD1 Board of Directors unani-
mously approved the move to refinance 
the bonds, which will reduce SD1’s debt 

obligation by more than $1.6 million 
each year beginning in 2018. Similar 
to a refinanced home mortgage, the 
savings through the bond refinancing 
stems from reduced interest rates.

“SD1 employees are always look-
ing for ways to control costs without 
sacrificing the high quality of service 

we strive to provide. This move does 
just that while freeing up funding for 
other needs,” said Mark Wurschmidt, 
SD1’s interim executive director.

The refinanced bonds were origi-
nally issued in 2005, 2006 and 2007. 
They helped fund major improve-
ments that added capacity to the sewer 

system, including an 8.5-foot wide, 
6-mile long tunnel that can store up 
to 14 million gallons of sewage during 
wet weather. The tunnel was a key 
project in a series of improvements 
that, altogether, reduced sanitary sewer 
overflows by almost 60 million gallons 
each year.

HHW Collection Event 
draws record crowd

The 2016 Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection Event held Nov. 5 
served a record-setting 2,576 area 
residents, ensuring many tons of 
paint, paper, electronics and other  
   

hazardous materials will not end up 
polluting the environment. 

If you missed the event, you can 
still make sure you properly dispose 
of household hazardous waste. Visit 
www.nkyhhw.org to learn more.

Adam Chaney



By now, you know the  
numbers — over 1,100 overdoses at 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare ERs, over 
200 drug-related deaths, more than 
100 addicted babies born to ad-
dicted mothers, over 2,500 Northern 
Kentuckians in medically-assisted 
treatment and well over 8,000 
Northern Kentuckians hooked on 
opiates and heroin. This epidemic 
has affected every city and neighbor-
hood in our community.

Kenton County is combating the 
epidemic with every tool available, 
from a nationally recognized treat-
ment program in the Kenton County 
Detention Center, to a statewide 
recognized heroin helpline provid-
ing assistance 24 hours a day, to 
partnering with St. Elizabeth to 
enhance treatment options. All of 
these advances are important to the 
fight, but I’m also really proud of our 
citizens for personally investing their 
time and energy in this effort.

For example, the Heroin Impact 
Response Task Force and the Health 
Department designed and printed 
door hangers that educate individu-
als about the threat that opiates and 
heroin present. These door hangers 
also inform friends and family on 
how to get assistance for anyone in 
need by calling the Heroin Helpline at 
859/415-9280.  

Already, over 170 volunteers 
have joined in to distribute the door 
hangers to 8,000+ homes. With so 
many people rallying to the cause, 
each targeted area was walked in 
less than two hours. Much thanks to 
Mayors Jude Hehman, Dave Hatter 
and Paul Meier, and their leadership 
teams at Fort Mitchell, Fort Wright, 
and Crestview Hills, respectively, for 
their assistance in the first phase of 
this program.  

All of Kenton County’s cities have 
stepped up to the plate, and we’re 
working with them as quickly as pos-
sible to blitz every neighborhood. If 
you didn’t see us going door-to-door 
in your community in 2016, you’ll 
see us this year.   

  Would you be willing and avail-
able to help? You only need to walk 
and help spread the word by leaving 
a door hanger at each house. You can 
play a key role in winning the battle 
against opiate and heroin addiction 
in our community.  

  If you’re willing to join us in 
this effort, e-mail communications@
KentonCounty.org or call 859/392-
1400. Thanks, and God Bless!

4 www.kentoncounty.org

Kenton County Fiscal Court

A community united to battle the heroin   
epidemic

From the desk of Kris Knochelmann, Kenton County Judge/Executive

Kris Knochelmann

Kenton County 

Judge/Executive

Kenton County is looking 
for citizens who are willing 
and available to walk and 
deliver informative door 
hangers to help spread 
the word on how to get 

help for heroin and opiate 
addiction. 

If you are interested 
in helping, email 

communications@
KentonCounty.org or 

call 859/392-1400.

Volunteers in Fort Wright pose for a picture before passing out 
door-hangers on November 20. 

On October 30, volunteers in Fort Mitchell prepared to hit the 
streets to pass out door-hangers. 

Some of the volunteers from the Neighborhood blitz in  
Crestview Hills on December 10 and 11



To bring treatment options to 
residents struggling with addic-
tion, the Kenton County Police 
Department is creating a Quick 
Response Team (QRT), which will 
join together law enforcement, fire/
safety services and a substance abuse 
counselor to visit individuals who 
recently overdosed on opiates or 
heroin. The QRT team will work with 
these individuals in an effort to get 
them into treatment that day.

“It’s our way of offering help to 
individuals who are suffering from 
opiate and heroin addiction,” said 
Kenton County Police Chief Spike 
Jones. “We’re going to be persistent 
that they are able to live substance 
free.” 

“Close cooperation with fire/
safety and social services re-
ally benefits the community,” said 
Captain Larry Shelton, who helped 
organize the team. “Other cities who 
implemented similar concepts have 
seen a decrease in crime and repeat 
overdoses.” 

Starting in January, the Quick 
Response Team will cover unincor-
porated Kenton County and the City 
of Independence. The QRT police 
officer will receive a list of overdoses, 
prioritize them, and then the team 
will follow-up with the individuals. 

“It’s all about having the right 
type of people on the team. The QRT 
is there to help people understand 
that they can fight this drug. It offers 
them personal support, and support 
to their family who may be at their 
wit’s end,” said Chief Jones. 

The team’s goal is to show the 
affected individuals various types 
of treatment options available, and 
get them into treatment that day. If 
the individual isn’t ready, Addiction 
Services, who operates the County’s 
Heroin Helpline, will follow up to 
remind them of their options and 
offer support. 

“A new approach is necessary. 
When what you’ve done in the past 
doesn’t work and you keep doing it, 
you’re failing everyone.” said Captain 

Shelton. “It’s going to take time for 
people to see the results, but I’m 
confident we’ll save lives through the 
efforts of the Quick Response Team.”

For more information about 
addiction, visit www.injecthope.com 

or to speak to a licensed, profes-
sional counselor 24 hours a day, call 
the Northern Kentucky Addiction 
Helpline at 859/415-9280. 

Kenton County Fiscal Court
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management
859/392-1488
HSEM@KentonCounty.org

County Dispatch
859/356-3191
County.Dispatch@KentonCounty.org

Parks & Recreation
859/525-7529
Parks.Recreation@KentonCounty.org

Police Department
859/392-1940
Police.Department@KentonCounty.org

Human Resources
859/392-1400
Human.Resources@KentonCounty.org

Human Services
859/392-1400
Human.Services@KentonCounty.org

Public Works
859/392-1920
Public.Works@KentonCounty.org

Golf Courses
859/371-3200
info@golfkentoncounty.com

Animal Shelter
859/356-7400
Animal.Shelter@KentonCounty.org

Detention Center
859/363-2400
Detention.Center@KentonCounty.org

Occupational License
859/392-1440
Occupational.License@
KentonCounty.org

All other: 859/392-1400

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

Facebook.com/Kentoncounty

Twitter.com/Kentoncounty

Instagram.com/Kentoncountyky

Fiscal Court 
Judge/Executive Kris Knochelmann  Kris.Knochelmann@KentonCounty.org 

Commissioner Beth Sewell  Beth.Sewell@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Dr. Jon Draud  Jon.Draud@KentonCounty.org
Commissioner Joe Nienaber  Joe.Nienaber@KentonCounty.org  

Administration: 859/392-1400

Kenton County Police Department creates Quick 
Response Team to address heroin overdoses

For more information about addiction, visit 

www.injecthope.com or to speak to a licensed, 

professional counselor 24 hours a day, call the 

Northern Kentucky Addiction Helpline at 

859/415-9280.



No one starts with 
heroin 

Ask any heroin user what 
substance he or she first used to 
solve a problem, get a buzz, or just 
experiment, and you will hear about 
alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, over-
the-counter drugs, or prescription 
misuse.

Attitudes and choices about 
drug use start at birth. Children 
learn from the way parents and the 
community welcome and support 
each child and from how adults talk 
about, use, and promote substances 
themselves. Preventing heroin use 
must start long before a youth con-
siders heroin for the first time.

Prevention is a 
community effort

Encouraging youth to make 
healthy choices about drugs requires 

the whole community to work 
together. Parents can’t do it alone. 
Schools can’t do it alone. Faith 
groups and businesses, healthcare 
agencies, communities — 
we all stand to benefit from 
healthy youth. So we all must 
work together.

In Kenton County, that 
means Kenton County Alliance. 
KCA is a coalition of community 
volunteers who work together 
to prevent and reduce alcohol, 
tobacco and other drug use among 
youth. Since 2006, we have met each 
month to find ways to encourage 
youth to make healthy choices.  

We rely on community members 
to suggest ideas and design strategies 
that will make a difference here.  
People of all kinds come together at 
KCA. Some come because they are 
concerned for their own children 
and others they love. Some come as 

part of their work in businesses, faith 
groups, schools, healthcare organi-
zations, or social service agencies. 
All are critically important to finding 
ways to encourage health.

Please join us the first Tuesday 
of each month (except February and 
July) at the Erlanger branch of the 
Kenton County Library at noon.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Lisa.anglin@erlanger.kyschools,us, or

859/342-2427
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Kenton County Alliance
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Community encouraging youth

Q: How can a city government 
make a difference in youth 
substance use?

A: Take a look at how Erlanger 
is working with students from 
Tichenor Middle School!

For three years now, a team of 
Erlanger City council members and 
staff have been leading middle school 
social studies students from Tichenor 
Middle School on a City Government 
Field Trip. Erlanger City Council 
member and Kenton County Alliance 
member Renee Skidmore rides along 
with students in a bus over the major 
roads of Erlanger and points out areas 
of interest.  

Renee explains why Common-
wealth Road changes its name to 
Stephenson Road at Dixie Highway.  
She points out the location of the first 
school in town. She shows a location 

where a scout built picnic tables at a 
city park to earn his Eagle Scout badge. 

And she prevents substance use. 
Between areas of interest, Ms. Skidmore 
asks students about their knowledge of 
substance use. They discuss what stu-
dents know and fill in areas where their 
understanding might lead to unhealthy 
choices for the future.

The city of Erlanger is showing 
these young citizens they are a critical 
part of their community. Government 
Day shows youth how they can begin 
to make good decisions today that will 
impact their future and the future of 
their city and our county.

A community rises to the challenge
Q: How can parents make 
a difference in their child’s 
decisions about substance use?

A: Take a stand now, before 
it’s too late!

A mediator’s story:
The mother called about media-

tion to discuss her daughter’s defiance 
and disrespect. The mediator asked the 
mother if she had any concerns about 
alcohol or other drugs and the mom 
said she didn’t think so. She said her 
daughter had smoked briefly but now 
had transitioned to vaping. Mom’s 
attitude was at least it’s not as bad as 
cigarettes, and, besides, she said, “Ya 
gotta pick your battles. At least she’s 
not stealing the car, burning down the 
house, or hooked on heroin!!” 

Pick your battles. Every counselor, 
therapist or mediator working with 
youth and their parents has heard that 

for decades. They understand that con-
fronting substance use issues early is 
often met with youthful defiance and 
disrespect. Many parents delay action, 
considering which battles to fight, 
wondering at what age using addictive 
substances can begin to take their chil-
dren down the path to addiction. 

Here’s what the mediator said:  “If 
you don’t want your child to engage in 
those activities now, and she is doing 
it anyway, then isn’t that by definition 
defiance? By choosing not to act on 
that defiance, are you encouraging 
further defiance?”

The mediator’s tip: 
Make a stand and a plan now 

about activities that threaten your 
child’s life and future! If you wait for 
your child to steal the car, burn down 
the house, or become addicted before 
you act, it’s already too late!

By Thomas Cox, KCA Member

Parents rise to the challenge

KCA MEETINGS: 
  First Tuesday of the Month  

(Except February and July) 
12 Noon 

 Erlanger branch, 
Kenton County Public Library



 

Kenton County Alliance
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Preventing youth substance use: It works
Kenton County Alliance is 

changing the face of youth substance 
use. Since 2006, we have surveyed 
students in grades 6, 8, 10, and 12 
about substance use. The survey 
used has been tested to be valid and 
reliable. Students are telling us good 
news — More and more youth are 
realizing that drugs are not needed 
to have a good time, that they do 
not solve problems but only create 
more, and they are choosing to avoid 
substance use. 

Here’s how anyone in our 
community can be part of helping 
youth make good decisions about 
substance use:

Encourage Integrity… Most 
teens have never used marijuana.  
That’s cool!  

Encourage Knowledge… Start 
early to educate children about the 
risks of alcohol, marijuana, and over-
the-counter and prescription drugs.

Encourage Intelligence...   
Marijuana use has been shown to 
decrease IQ by as much as 8 points. 
School and life are hard enough!

Encourage Trust… Teens are 
watching.  What does adult sub-
stance use teach about alcohol and 
marijuana? 

Encourage Strength… Most 
Kenton County teens have never 
used alcohol, marijuana, tobacco or 
heroin. There’s strength in numbers.

Young people are telling us that 
prevention is making a difference.  
But we won’t be happy until not 
even one life is lost to the disease of 
addiction or to the preventable conse-
quences of substance misuse.

Be part of the solution. Join us 
on the first Tuesday of any month 
(except February and July). Contact 
Lisa.anglin@erlanger.kyschools.us or 
859/342-2427 for more information.  

What Teens Tell Us About Substance Use in Kenton County
Since KCA began addressing youth substance use, we have seen dramatic drops in 

reported alcohol and cigarette use.

Source: Kentucky Incentives for Prevention Survey, 2006-2014
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Planning and Development Services of Kenton County
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Planning and Development Services 
of Kenton County

2332 Royal Drive 
Fort Mitchell, KY 41017    859/331-8980

PDS staff began preliminary 
research last fall in preparation for 
updating Kenton County’s plans for 
bicycle and pedestrian transporta-
tion. Work on the actual study will 
begin in earnest this month and 
take roughly 12 months to complete.  
It will replace plans adopted in 1999 
and 2002.

The Kenton County Planning 
Commission and its 20 local govern-
ments utilize two plans currently 
related to active transportation. The 
bicycle plan was updated last in 1999 
and the pedestrian plan in 2002.  
Neither subject was covered at length 
in Direction 2030. Your Voice. 
Your Choice. — the community’s 
comprehensive plan.

“These stand-alone plans no 
longer reflect the needs and issues 
affecting Kenton County’s bicycle 
and pedestrian modes of transporta-
tion,” said Emi Randall, AICP, RLS, 
Director of Planning and Zoning at 
PDS. “And, with growing demand 
for walkability and healthy lifestyles, 
now is the time to update these 
plans.”

The Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet aided this effort with a 
$10,000 Paula Nye Grant to improve 
safety of non-motorized transporta-
tion.  As recipient of the grant, PDS 
will use these funds to educate the 
public, increase awareness of bicycle 
and pedestrian safety issues, and raise 
awareness of the countywide plan-
ning effort through a public service 
announcement campaign.

“Awareness of bicycle and 
pedestrian safety in Kenton County is 
becoming an important issue as these 
modes of transportation become more 
popular and the demand for these 
facilities increases,” said Randall.

Comments received during the 
Direction 2030 planning process 
were incorporated into the plan’s 
Statement of Goals and Objectives 
and Mobility elements of the com-
prehensive plan. The current bicycle/
pedestrian study will be adopted into 
the plan once it’s completed.

As part of the study, PDS staff 
will study existing conditions and 
identify issues and concerns with 
Kenton County’s existing bicycle and 
pedestrian system. Goals for the plan 
include inventorying existing bicycle 
and pedestrian amenities such as 
bike lanes, bike routes, walking 
paths, and signage; and, improv-
ing the community’s bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure.

Adoption of Direction 2030 
in September 2014 completed a 
two-year long process of research 

and public engagement, ultimately 
crafting the community’s vision for 
Kenton County. The adoption of the 
comprehensive plan was just one of 
many steps in making that vision 
become a reality for Kenton County.

If you would like to learn more 
about this study, get involved, and/
or receive updates about its progress, 
visit action.direction2030.org or  
contact Chris Schneider, AICP, 
Principal Planner.  

New bike/ped study to become part of comp plan
Grant will pay for public outreach effort

“Awareness of bicycle 

and pedestrian 

safety in Kenton 

County is becoming 

an important issue 

as these modes 

of transportation 

become more popular 

and the demand 

for these facilities 

increases.”
- Emi Randall, AICP, RLS

PDS Director of Planning 
and Zoning



4-H Youth 
Development
4-H Youth Development programs 
served 5,323 youth participants.  
Represented in this number are the 
following:   
•    4-H’s chick incubation program 

reached 366, in 7 classrooms 
including special needs youth 
and 4-H Poultry club. 4-H’ers 
were introduced to the science 
of living things and lifecycle 
development.

•    4-H’s natural resources program 
and science education engaged 
1176 Kenton County youth and 
adults in classrooms, after-
school, day camps and provided 
552 hours of direct education.

•    81 4-H’ers participated in 

production agriculture projects 
and horse projects, successfully 
competing on county, district 
and state levels.

•    Partnering with 4 school dis-
tricts, Kenton 4-H planned and 
implemented the 4-H Reality 
Store for 917 students; 86 volun-
teers were involved.

•    244 adult volunteers were in-
volved in educational programs, 
training opportunities, councils 
and committees directing local 
youth programs.

•    180 youth participated in over-
night camp and 11 summer day 
camp programs, including geol-
ogy, entomology, photography, 
art and health.

•    Led 80 school clubs that met 
632 times including 1840 youth 
participants. Clubs focused on 
Natural Resources, Kentucky 
culture, nutrition and consumer 
education.

•    568 participated in consumer 
and financial education pro-
grams where youth learned to 
“Think before they buy.” 

 •   Instructed 472 youth in healthy 
food choices, food safety, physi-
cal activity and anti-bullying.   

•    298 youth participated in Family 
and Consumer Science programs 
like sewing, needlework, fashion, 
and babysitting.

•    900 Kenton County youth 
engaged in public speaking and 

demonstrations; 116 advanced 
to the County Communication 
Event; 13 advanced to the Multi-
County Communication Event; 
and 4 participants advanced to 
the state level.

•    280 middle school youth partici-
pated in “Step Up to Leadership” 
school enrichment programs. 

Agriculture and   
Horticulture 

•    Two classes were offered aimed 
at mini-farm owners designed to 
add food to their family diet. The 
32 attendees attended Backyard 
Chickens and Eggs, and Raising 
Pork for Home Freezer.

•    Seventeen cattle producers at-
tended a training on selecting a 
herd bull. Feedback from cattle-
men indicated the class helped 
with the correct bull selection.

•    More than 650 residents got 
free individual consultations on 
garden, landscape, and plant 
care questions, and more than 
300 residents had soil tested to 
receive customized fertilizer and 
amendment recommendations.  
You can, too!

•  Kenton County hosted the North-
ern Kentucky Master Gardener 
training last winter. 18 new Mas-
ter Gardener students took 50 
hours of UK-approved training, 
graduated, and began volunteer-
ing in local gardens and other 
non-profit horticultural organi-
zations. Kenton County’s Master 
Gardeners donated over 1400 
hours of service worth more than 
$3,000 to our community.

Continued on next page
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From July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016

 Your Kenton County Extension Service provides research-based educational programs in the 
areas of Family and Consumer Sciences, Agriculture, Horticulture, 4-H Youth Development and 

Community Development.
This issue features some highlights of our programs from last year.

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Eowyn and Wren exhibiting 
dairy goats in 4-H Goat 
Show

Master Gardener trainees learning about insects, left; Garden 
volunteers prune berries, right.
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Welcome Dorisa Johnson-Hickman!
Nutrition Education Program 
Assistant Dorisa Johnson-Hickman 
began her employment in 2016 
with the Extension Service in 
Kenton County. Dorisa works with 
families and individuals who would 
like new and fun ideas for feeding 
their families healthy foods while 
saving time and money.  Please 
call the UK Cooperative Extension 
Service at 859/586-6101 ext. 401 for 
more information about this FREE 
program.
From left:  Sara Medrano, Bilingual Nutrition 
Assistant; Dorisa Johnson-Hickman and Angela 
Baldauff, Kenton County Nutrition Assistants

•  Kenton County Extension 
Horticulture assisted in holding 
conferences attended by more 
than 500 persons who work 
in landscape and tree trades.  
Participants earned continuing 
education credits in topics from 
aquaculture to wildlife manage-
ment. These trainings saved 
or earned them more than 
$300,000 in the past two years 
alone. 

•    Over 2,500 vegetable, wildflower 
and herb seed packets were 
given to Kenton County resi-
dents at Earth Day and to local 
schools for garden programs; 
seeds were also used at Exten-
sion and community gardens 
and programs.

Family and Consumer 
Sciences

•    Information on technology was 
taught which included begin-
ning computers; a 3-week series, 
basic email, Internet safety, 
and 2-week transferring photos 
classes reaching individuals 
with hands-on experiences.

•    Information on Medicare 
continued to be a hot topic as 
the baby boomers reach 65, 
reaching over 50 residents with 
needed information.

•    Financial stability is important 
to families. Classes on “Basic 
Investing,” “Investing for Re-
tirement,” “Retired Now What,” 
“Changes in Social Security,” 
“What Women Should Know 
about Finances: Planning for 
Life’s Major Events” and “What 
Every Spouse Should Know,” 
helped 86 individuals acquire 
financial resources to improve 
their financial decision making. 
Also aiding those reentering the 
workforce or seeking employ-

ment, classes on resume writing 
and interview skills were taught.

•    1434 preschool and elementary-
age children were taught the 
programs, “Literacy, Eating, 
and Activity for Preschoolers/
Primary (LEAP)” and “My-
Plate” in eight locations that 
included four public schools, 
Headstart, the extension office, 
public housing, and the Salva-
tion Army to combat childhood 
obesity.

•    96 grandparents/relatives rais-
ing children attended monthly 
support group meetings and/
or the first “Grandparents As 
Parents” conference held in 
Northern Kentucky which offered 

information on the following: 
“Internet Safety,” “Legal Rights,” 
“Engaging Birth Parents,” 
“Childhood Experiences,” 
“Heroin Epidemic,” “Parenting-
Healthy Boundaries,”and 
“Alcohol Abuse.”

•    Extension teamed up with the 
Certified Diabetes Educators 
with the Northern Kentucky 
Health Department to present a 
3-part series called, “Cooking 
up Diabetes Self-Management.”  
84% of the participants reported 
losing weight, reviewing 
diabetes management with their 
doctor, increasing foot checks 
and reaching or maintaining 
their health goals.

•    Research on the nutritional ben-
efits and detriments of certain 
foods is confusing. Extension 
developed a 4-part series 

       of classes called, “Is it Good 
or Bad for Me?” 175 people 
attended one or more of these 
sessions, held in various 
Northern Kentucky counties. 
Over 30,000 were reached 
through our local Kenton 
County newspaper.

Master 
Clothing 
Volunteer 
Maryloretto 
helps Terrin 
with his 
4-H sewing 
project.
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Visit our website at kentoncountyextension.com for complete details. You may 
register online, in person, or by phone at (859) 356-3155.

Some classes may require a fee.  NOTE: All checks payable to “Kenton Co. Extension District Board.” 

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service
Main Office & Outdoor Education Center (OEC) - Durr Center, 10990 Marshall Road, Covington, KY 

phone: 356-3155  •   fax: 356-0363  •  e-mail: DL_CES_KENTON@EMAIL.UKY.EDU
     Satellite Classrooms - Durr Annex, 3099 Dixie Highway, Edgewood, KY

Visit us on Facebook!

Registration required for all classes.  

4-H Clover Bud Meetings
Third Wednesday of each month, 
7 pm, Durr Annex, Edgewood  
For children in school K-3.

4-H Dog Club*
Thursdays, January 5, 12, 19 & 26, 
and February 2 & 9, 6 pm,   
Durr Annex, Edgewood

Grandparent/Relatives 
Raising Children Support
Fridays, January 6, February 3, March 
3, April 7, May 5, Noon-1 pm, Durr 
Annex, Edgewood

Growing Blueberries
Wednesday, January 18, 6-8 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Maintaining Garden Tools
Lunch & Learn:
Friday, January 20, Noon-12:45 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Bring a Buddy to Sew* 
Mondays, January 23 - February 27, 
4-6 pm, Durr Annex, Edgewood

Making Friends with Food
Fridays, January 27, February 10 & 
24, March 10, April 14 & 28, May 12 & 
26, June 23, July 28 and August 11,  
10 am-Noon, Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
Targeting children ages 3-5 years. Free.

Cooperative Extension 
Service Volunteer 
Orientation
Tuesday, January 31, 6-8:30 pm,
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Beginning Sewing for Adults
Thursdays, February 2, 9, 16 & 23; 
March 2 & 9, 5:30-8:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Edgewood
$5 fee for pattern.

4-H Livestock Forms*
Monday, February 6 & Thursday, 
March 9, 6:30-7:30 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

4-H Shooting Sports Club 
Orientation*
Tuesday, February 7, 6 pm
Durr Annex, Edgewood 

Planning Your Vegetable 
Garden
Thursday, February 9, 1-3 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Growing Great Tomatoes
Lunch & Learn:
Wednesday, February 15, 
Noon-12:45 pm, Durr Annex, 
Edgewood

Join FCS Assistant 
Heather for hands-on 
fun food activities for 
preschoolers during 
“Making Friends with 
Food.”

Sound interesting? Visit kentoncountyextension.com for complete class details.
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Using Your Food Processor
Thursday, February 16, 6 pm,   
Durr Annex, Edgewood
This program is for adults.

New Flowers and 
Vegetables for the Garden
Lunch & Learn:
Friday, February 17, Noon-12:45 pm, 
Durr Annex, Edgewood

Hands-on Making  
Yeast Breads
Wednesday, February 22, 10 am-Noon,
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
This program is for adults.

Downsizing Your  
Living Space
Thursday, February 23, 10 am,   
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Intermediate Serger
Tuesday, February 28, 6 pm,
Durr Annex, Edgewood
This program is for adults.
$5 fee for materials.

Are U Ready for a 
Disaster?
Tuesday, February 28, 6-7:30 pm,
Durr Annex, Edgewood

4-H Communication 
Event*
Thursday, March 2, 6:30 pm, Twenhofel 
Middle School, Independence

Let the Consumer 
Beware!...In Tough 
Economic Times
Tuesday, March 7, 
10 am, 
Durr Center, 
Marshall Rd.

Learn Ways to Protect 
Your Money
Thursday, March 9, 6-7:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Edgewood

Growing Tomatoes in 
Containers
Make & Take
Tuesday, March 14, 6-7:30 pm, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
Cost: $5

Cooking Up Diabetes 
Management
Three-Part Series:
Tuesdays, March 21, 28 & April 4,
1-4:30 pm, Durr Annex, Edgewood
Led by a Registered Nurse/Certified 
Diabetes Educator, a Registered 
Dietitian/Licensed Diabetes Educator, 
and FCS Extension Agent.

Brain Matters
3-Part Lunch & Learn Series
Wednesdays, March 22, 29 & April 5,
11:30-12:30, Durr Annex, Edgewood
Join us for one or all sessions: 
Session 1- Nutrition
Session 2- Physical Activity
Session 3- Mental Activity
This series is for adults.  

Grafting Apple Trees
Friday, March 24, 6-8 pm, Durr Center 
& OEC, Marshall Rd.
Fee (TBA) includes rootstock and 
scionwood.  

Aprons: FUNctional 
Fashion
Thursday, March 30, 10 am, 
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.

Identity Theft
Tuesday, April 4, 6-7:30 pm, Durr 
Annex, Edgewood

Estate Planning for  
Empty Nesters
Thursday, April 6, 6-7:30 pm, Durr 
Annex, Edgewood 

Tomatoes in Containers for 
Homeschoolers
Tuesday, April 11, 2-3 pm, Kenton 
County Public Library, Erlanger Branch
For families. Register one person per 
family through the Extension’s PACE 
registration system. Cost: $1

Creating and Maintaining 
Family Traditions
Tuesday, April 18, 10 am, Durr Center, 
Marshall Rd.

Building Interpersonal & 
Social Media Relationship 
Smarts
Two-Part class:
Tuesdays, April 18 & April 25, 6:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Edgewood

What is the State of   
Your Estate?
Thursday, April 20, 6-7:30 pm, 
Durr Annex, Edgewood  

Earth Day Seed Give Away
Saturday, April 22
Kenton County Public Library 
Come to a branch of the Kenton 
County Public Library to receive free 
garden vegetable seeds. No registration 
required. Free. Times and locations TBA.

Is This Recyclable?
Wednesday, April 26, 10 am,   
Durr Annex, Edgewood

Evaluating Your Health 
Insurance Needs
Thursday, April 27, 10-11:30 am,   
Durr Annex, Edgewood

Plate it Up, Kentucky 
Proud
Thursday, April 27, 6 pm,   
Durr Annex, Edgewood
This class is for adults.

4-H Camp
Carlisle, KY
July 3-7, 2017
For youth ages 9 to 14. 

Hands-on Food 
Preservation
Tuesday, August 1, 9 am-3 pm,   
Durr Center, Marshall Rd.
This class is for adults. $10 fee.

*4-H programs are for youth aged 
9-18, unless otherwise specified.

The Cooperative Extension Service is an educational organization that links the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, and 
Kentucky State University with area residents. They provide university resources, programming and expertise in community and economic development, agriculture, 

horticulture, food science and safety, family and consumer sciences, and 4-H youth development.

Main Office & Outdoor Education 
Center (OEC) — Durr Center  
10990 Marshall Road, Covington, KY 
 phone: 356–3155  •   fax: 356–0363    
e-mail: DL_CES_KENTON@EMAIL.UKY.EDU

Satellite Classrooms — Durr Annex    
3099 Dixie Highway, Edgewood, KY

Dan Allen, 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources
Mary S. 
Averbeck,  4-H 
Youth Development

Joan Bowling, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
Linda Brown-
Price, Family and 
Consumer Sciences

Kathy R. Byrnes, 
Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
Denise 
Donahue, 4-H 
Youth Development

Michele Stanton, 
Horticulture

Diane Kelley, 
4-H Youth 
Development 

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Agents

Kenton County Cooperative Extension Service

Follow us on 
social media!
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Kenton County Conservation District

Conservation District provides assistance
Agricultural Districts 

This voluntary program allows 
farmers to form special areas where 
agriculture is encouraged and 
protected. Benefits include the right 
to have property taxed at its agri-
cultural value and protection from 
annexation without the landowner’s 
permission.

Dead farm animal  
program

The Conservation District offers 
cost share assistance to farmers for 
the removal and proper disposal of 
fallen livestock. Farmers may be re-
imbursed for 75% of the haul bill up 
to $100. Contact KCCD for program 
details and guidelines.  

Farm dump removal 
assistance program

The Conservation District is 
able to provide farm dump assis-
tance through the program funded 
by a grant from the Kentucky Soil 
Erosion and Water Quality Cost 
Share Program. If application is 
approved, participants are responsible 
for 25% of the cost of cleaning up 
the dump. Reimbursement will be 
made after the work is completed.  
Reimbursement is limited to 75% of 
the total cost for the clean-up and 
restoration of the site up to a maxi-
mum of $1,875. Contact KCCD for 
program details and guidelines.

Technical and program 
assistance provided 
by/with NRCS

Technical assistance is provided 
through our federal partner, Natural 
Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS). County residents receive as-
sistance with conservation planning, 
rotational grazing, forestry practices, 
storm water runoff, sediment control 
and other conservation needs. The 
Conservation District, NRCS, KY 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and KY Division of Forestry all work 
together to assist landowners with 
programs under the Federal Farm 
Bill. Contact KCCD for conservation 
practices eligible for funding.

Kenton County Conservation District

5272 Madison Pike, P.O. Box 647  •  2nd Floor Independence Courthouse
Independence, KY  41051

Phone:  859/356-1019  •  Kenton@nkcd.org
Hours: M-F, 8 am-4 pm

Follow us on Facebook: Kenton County Conservation District

Morning View Heritage 
Area is open to the public—
seven days a week from 
dawn ‘til dusk!

In May 2016, the Morning 
View Heritage Area (MVHA), owned 
and operated by Kenton County 
Conservation District (KCCD), was 
officially opened to the public. Come 
out and hike our two new marked 
trails! See kiosk at the parking area 
for rules and open areas.

Pollinator and bat habitat, bird 
watching, hiking trails, and wetlands 
areas are just some of the attractions 
that the property has to offer. MVHA 
is great place for your next nature 
study, educational program, or scien-
tific research.

Four start new terms on 
District Board

Kentucky’s Conservation 
Districts are Special Purpose 
Government Entities organized 
under Kentucky Revised Statute 
(KRS) 262 to assist landowners 
and land users in solving natural 
resource issues. Your county 
Conservation District is gov-
erned by a board of seven elected 
supervisors who serve a four-year 

term. Four positions were open 
for election in November 2016.  
Elected were incumbents Gailen 
Bridges, Marc Hult, Chris W. 
Kaeff, and Scott T. Daniels. Other 
current board members are Nancy 
Kloentrup, Aliena Howard, and 
Jennifer Myka.

Farm dump

Water tank for livestock use

Morning View 
Heritage Area
15168 Decoursey Pike
Morning View, KY  41063

Installation of the MVHA 
welcome center kiosk
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Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year
from the PVA Office!

 WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
Darlene M. Plummer, Kenton County Property Valuation Administrator

Covington Office Hours (303 Court Street): Monday-Friday: 8:15 am - 4:15 pm
Ph: 859/392-1750 • Fax: 859/392-1770

Independence Office Hours (old Courthouse; 5272 Madison Pike)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am - 4 pm; Wednesday: 10 am - 6 pm 

Ph: 859/392-1678  •  Fax: 859/392-1681

Kenton PVA was on  
Santa’s nice list!
a	Purchased a new 42" scanner for preserving old highway maps, 

plats, etc.
a	Mapping Department has Georeferenced subdivision plats for 

over 95% of the County
a	Automated the building permit input system
a	Automated the revaluation process
a	Equalized land assessments in Quad 2
a	Equalized land assessments in Quad 3
a	Purchased CoStar program to assist with more fair and 

equitable Commercial/Industrial properties
a	Employed three college “interns” to work on property sketches
a	Developed website application to allow property owners to 

update their property characteristics online
a	Revamped Homestead (HEX)/Disability (DEX) application 

process, making it easier and more convenient for property 
owners to apply

a	Attended several Senior Citizen events to promote the word 
about the HEX/DEX exemption

a	Mailed approximately 700 birthday postcards reminding owners 
turning 65 in 2016 to apply for the Homestead Exemption

a Implemented cross-training with County Clerk’s office
      to improve services to customers of both offices

NEW CONVENIENT HOURS FOR 
COVINGTON PVA OFFICE 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY!  
Monday-Friday, 8:15 am - 4:15 pm

Property review 
In keeping with Ky. statute, 

the PVA office is required to review 
properties at least once every four 
years. For assessment year 2017, the 
PVA office will be reviewing proper-
ties in the following  areas:  Fairview, 
Independence, Ryland Heights, 
Kentonvale, Walton, Boone-Walton 
Fire, Independence Fire, Piner-
Fiskburg Fire, Kenton Fire, Ryland 
Fire, No City/No Fire. You can view 
your property information free online 

at www.kentonpva.com. If your 
property is not in any of these areas, 
yet you would like to discuss your as-
sessed value, you may call our office 
any time after January 1. 

If your assessment is changed, a 
notice will be mailed in early April.  
This notice contains information 
that will affect your net taxable 
value, therefore, please make sure to 
adhere to the requirements of such 
notice.   Our website offers additional 
information on the review/appeal 
process.

Happy Birthday! 
If you turn 65 in 2017 and own and occupied your home 

prior to January 1, 2017, come in now to apply for the Homestead 
Exemption (HEX). No need to wait until your birthday!   

The Disability Exemption (DEX) is available to any person 
classified as totally disabled under a program authorized or 
administered by an agency of the U.S. government or by any 
retirement system either within or outside the Commonwealth.

The Homestead (HEX)/Disability (DEX) Exemption for 2017 
and 2018 is $37,600.
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Northern Kentucky Health Department

Northern Kentucky Health Department

James A. Dressman 
Kenton County Health Center

2002 Madison Ave., Covington, KY 41014    
phone: 859/431-3345    fax: 859/655-6374

District Administrative Office
610 Medical Village Dr., Edgewood, KY 41017    
phone: 859/341-4264    fax: 859/578-3689

On your winter/spring getaways, take steps to 
protect against Zika virus

The Health Department con-
tinues to monitor for the Zika virus 
globally and locally. Zika is trans-
mitted primarily through the bite 
of infected mosquitoes. To date, all 
cases of Zika in Northern Kentucky 
have been linked to travel outside the 
United States. 

During the winter months, mos-
quito activity in Northern Kentucky is 
low, so the main concern is protect-
ing travelers from Zika. If your winter 
or spring travel plans include an area 

where Zika has been found, take 
these steps. 
1.  The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention recommends 
that women who are pregnant 
or planning to become pregnant 
avoid travel to Zika-affected 
areas. 

2.  While traveling, protect yourself. 
Use an EPA-approved insect 
repellent. Apply sunscreen first, 
then repellent. Wear clothing 
and use gear treated with perme-

thrin. Zika can be transmitted 
through sexual activity, so use 
protection to prevent its spread 
to/from intimate partners.  

3.  Watch for the symptoms of the 
virus even after you return, 
which include fever, rash, red 
eyes and joint pain, and see 
your health care provider if you 
become ill. Be sure to tell your 
provider when/where you trav-
eled. Continue to use protection  
    

to prevent Zika transmission 
through sexual activity. 

For more information on  
the Zika virus, visit http://www. 
nkyhealth.org/Zika.aspx. 

.

Any building can have high 

levels of radon. Test your 

home for free. Visit http://

www.nkyhealth.org/Services/

Radon.aspx to request a kit.

Free radon testing kits 
available
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

Commonwealth of Kentucky changes snow removal 
maintenance plan for South Kenton County

The Commonwealth of Kentucky 
has made some significant changes 
this year in road maintenance in 
South Kenton County for snow and 
ice removal. Several state roads pre-
viously maintained under contract 
by Kenton County Public Works will 
now be maintained directly by the 
employees of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. These roads include:
 • Bagby Road (KY 2046)
• Banklick Road (KY 2043)
• Bristow Road (KY 536)
• Green Road (KY 2043)
• Harris Pike (KY 536)
• Hempfling Road (KY 3072)
• Independence Road (KY 536)
• Kenton Station Road (KY 2042)
• Rich Road (KY 14)
• Decoursey Pike (KY 177)
• Moffett Road (KY 2042)
• Morningview-Fiskburg Road 
 (KY 2046)
• Mt. Zion (KY 536)
• Oak Island Road (KY 3081)
• Parkers Grove Road (KY 2046)
• Parkers Grove Road (KY 3083)
• Paxton Road (KY 2046)
• Shaw Road (KY 536)
• Visalia Road (KY 536)

Planning and Development 
Services created a Kenton County 
map identifying each road in the 
County with contact information for 
the governmental entity responsible 
for its maintenance. Users will be 
able to zoom in to a desired location 
or search a specific road using the 
search bar in the top right corner 
of the map. Visit http://bit.ly/
KCRoadMaintenance to find 
your road. Simply click on the road 
to find out who maintains the route 
with the proper number to call with 
any questions. For questions and 

concerns about State-maintained 
roads, please contact the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet at  
859/341-2700.

“Residents will now be able to 
search for their road, determine who 

is responsible for maintenance, and 
contact that governmental entity 
directly when an issue arises this 
winter,” commented Kenton County 
Engineer and Director of Public 
Works Nick Hendrix.

Residents are encouraged to 
visit the Kenton County website 
and view the map in preparation 
for winter. Again, the map can be 
found online at: http://bit.ly/
KCRoadMaintenance.

Planning and Development Services created a Kenton County map 
identifying each road in the County with contact information for   
the governmental entity responsible for its maintenance. Visit    
http://bit.ly/KCRoadMaintenance to find your road.

A Kenton County snow plow truck ready 
for inclement weather. 

Snow removal crews gather for their 
annual training for the winter season. 
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Kenton County Fiscal Court

Efforts to improve basic county services   
continue

Kenton County is continuing the 
design process for its new adminis-
tration building in Covington, and 
wants your ideas.

“Our search criteria for a 
County Administration Building in 
Covington required that the new 
location have much improved ac-
cessibility and free surface parking.  
That’s been accomplished with the 
Bavarian Brewery site,” said Judge/
Executive Kris Knochelmann. “As 
we continue the design process, we 
want to leave no stone unturned in 
evaluating every possible idea for the 
utilization of this property.”

“We’ve spoken with a number 
of governmental entities about co-

locating. We’ve also been approached 
by a wide variety of individuals and 
organizations about possible partner-
ships. Early in the design process,  
we want to get all possibilities on  
the table.” 

To submit your ideas or 
questions, visit http://bit.ly/
KCAdminBuildingProject and 
click on the citizen input form! 

In addition to the Covington 
location, Kenton County is also 
studying the current utilization of the 
Courthouse in Independence, and 
retained GRW Engineering to lead 
that process.  

For many reasons, most related 
to the geography of the County, the 
Kentucky General Assembly took the 
unusual step in 1851 of authorizing 
Kenton County to open administra-
tive offices in Covington, a unique 
dual site service designation shared 
with only one other county in the 
Commonwealth. For more than 150 
years, Kenton County has pro-
vided services in both Covington and 
Independence to effectively meet the 
needs of the entire county.

The reason to continue with the 
dual site service approach is well-
summarized by a report completed 
by DFM, Inc. Analyzing the 64,742 
households, 4,986 businesses and 
71,151 daytime employees in Kenton 
County in 2016, DFM, Inc., deter-
mined that the new administration 
building at the Bavarian Brewery 
site will be within a fifteen minute 
drive of 60% of Kenton County’s 

households, 77% of the businesses, 
and 82% of the employees. The 
current courthouse in Independence 
is within a fifteen minute drive of 
27% of the households, 18% of the 
businesses, and 18% of employees. At 
this time in Kenton County’s history, 
and for the foreseeable future, dual 
site service delivery remains the best 
choice to provide optimal service to 
Kenton County residents.

When the current county admin-
istration building at 303 Court Street 
opened in 1969, it contained the City 
of Covington, the courts of the now 
16th Judicial District, the Kenton 
County Jail, and the Kenton County 
Fiscal Court. One-by-one, tenants 
moved out — first the City, then the 
Courts and finally the Jail. At the 
end of this process, Kenton County 
was left with a nearly 50-year-old 
building that is about 40% utilized, 
in a location away from major traffic 

arteries and with no free surface 
parking for use by residents.  

In 2015, Kenton County studied 
the cost of renovating the existing 
county administration building.  
At the end of the review, it was 
determined that it would take $24.5 
million to fully renovate 303 Court 
Street and an additional $2 million 
for relocation costs during construc-
tion. However, even if the County 
invested that amount of money, the 
surface parking and accessibility 
issues would remain unresolved.  

For this reason, the County 
retained an outside firm to conduct 
a real estate analysis of sites in 
Covington that would deliver optimal 
accessibility and maximum free 
surface parking. After a complete 
search of all feasible parcels in the 
12th Street corridor and north, two 
optimal sites in Covington were 
identified.

Following an investigation of 
both properties, Kenton County chose 
to purchase the old Bavarian Brewery 
in Covington, immediately adjacent 
to I-71/75, for use as the site of a new 
county administration building. With 
approximately 4.5 acres, and located 
immediately off the 12th Street 
interstate exit, this location offers 
great access to residents with ample 
free surface parking.

As part of this process, Kenton 
County is also gathering “Memories 
of Bavarian.” Do you have a story 
that you would like to share about 
the Bavarian Brewery? Maybe you 
grew up close to the site or had fam-
ily that worked there. We would love 
to hear it! Go to http://bit.ly/
KCAdminBuildingProject to 
submit your story for a chance to 
be added to our memory tab on our 
website or you may email communi-
cations@kentoncounty.org

History of Kenton County administration buildings
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Oncology Hematology Care 
(OHC) has entered into an agreement 
to transition its Northern Kentucky 
practice (excluding Maysville) to 
St. Elizabeth. With this new ar-
rangement, oncology and patient 
experiences in Northern Kentucky 
will transform into something that 
has yet to be seen in this community. 
According to the National Cancer 
Institute’s Kentucky profile, Kenton 
County has the third highest rate 
of annual cancer diagnosis in the 
Commonwealth, with Boone County 

following in sixth and Campbell 
County in eighth. From a national 
level, Kentucky is one of five states 
with the highest incidence rate for 
cancer, with Kentucky having the 
highest death rate of all. 

With this new affiliation, the level 
of quality and comprehensive care 
will be taken to the next level not only 
for Northern Kentucky, but other sur-
rounding regions. “We are experienc-
ing the effects of cancer in our com-
munities as are the loved ones who 
are helping to care for these patients. 

Combining the two organizations will 
allow us to enhance capabilities and 
create a comprehensive destination 
for cancer care,” said Garren Colvin, 
St. Elizabeth President & CEO. “St. 
Elizabeth and OHC have a long his-
tory of working together to provide 
exceptional cancer care in Northern 
Kentucky, and this will allow us to 
align best practices for a stronger 
continuum of care for patients.” 

OHC employees at Crestview Hills 
and Ft. Thomas will transition to  
St. Elizabeth at the closing of this 

agreement. OHC medical oncology, 
radiation oncology and advanced 
practice providers will transition 
by the end of 2016 to St. Elizabeth 
Physicians.

This transition will create stron-
ger alignment for oncology services 
resulting in a highly collaborative 
cancer offering, providing patients 
with more comprehensive quality 
cancer care. St. Elizabeth will also 
serve more patients by combining the 
two organizations into a unified can-
cer center with enhanced research.

OHC and St. Elizabeth establish roadmap for 
NKY’s first-ever comprehensive cancer center

St. Elizabeth now offers new, 
state-of-the-art magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) scanners that are 
more spacious than older scanners 
and create high quality images of 
the brain, spine, knees, shoulders 
and other areas of the body.  
“St. Elizabeth has invested in new 
technology that will change people’s 
perceptions of what an MRI experi-
ence is like,” says Erin Wesselman, 
Ambulatory Radiology Manager. 
“For people who fear enclosed 
spaces, it’s more comfortable and 
less intimidating.” 

MRI uses magnetic fields, ra-
diofrequency energy and a powerful 
computer to help doctors see inside 
the body to check for disease and 
other conditions. St. Elizabeth’s new 
1.5 Tesla MRI scanners are wider 
than previous MRI units and make 
the experience easier for anxious 
people who dread closed-in spaces. 

“Our new MRI units feature 
openings, called bores, which are 
about 70 centimeters in diameter. 
That’s about four inches wider than 
older scanners,” says Stephanie 
Bogenschutz, Edgewood Radiology 
Manager. “Patients have less of a 
closed-in feeling.”

With St. Elizabeth’s new 1.5 
Tesla MRI scanners, less of your 
body is inside the machine. The 
scanner is only four and a half feet 
in length, which is shorter than 
older scanners. 

St. Elizabeth offers MRI 
imaging services in many 
locations throughout Northern 
Kentucky: Edgewood, Ft. Thomas, 
Florence, Covington, Grant County, 
Alexandria, Hebron, and, starting in 
January, Independence.  

To make an appointment   
with a doctor’s referral, call   
St. Elizabeth Central Scheduling  
at 859/655-7400.

New MRI scanners offer more space and comfort 
for people with claustrophobia 

Benefits of St. Elizabeth’s new wide 
MRI 1.5 Tesla scanners  
•   The units are about 70 centimeters wide (about 4 

inches wider than openings in older MRI scanners) 
and four and a half feet long, creating a more open 
feeling for people with claustrophobia.

•   The scanners produce better quality images with 
higher definition than the open-style MRI   
scanners, allowing doctors to make   

  a more precise diagnosis.
•   Better technology allows    

for faster, more    
efficient exams (patients can 
finish in 
less than 30 
minutes). 

•   The scanners 
will support 
larger patients 
weighing up to 
550 pounds.  



St. Elizabeth Healthcare and  
St. Elizabeth Physicians have 
launched new websites to provide 
another way for bringing healthcare 
answers right to consumer’s 
finger tips. The websites have been 
specifically designed to be user 
friendly, interactive, educational, and 
informative. The top priority in the 
redevelopment was the overall user 
experience. The St. Elizabeth web 

team utilized consumer research 
and months of testing to ensure that 
the information and features are 
important to those who visit the sites.

“We made the websites conve-
nient for patients to access the infor-
mation they need to make informed 
decisions regarding their healthcare 
choices and lifestyles,” said Lynda 
Schlarman-Nichting, St. Elizabeth 
website manager. “We created web-

sites that will also highlight the many 
programs and services St. Elizabeth 
offers to the community.”

The new websites provide quick 
access to features that users find use-
ful, convenient and easy to navigate. 
Among them include:
• Easy and specific calls to action 

on every page such as My Chart, 
Find a Doctor, Find a Location, 
and Schedule an Appointment

• Improved consumer patient ac-
cess to care and support

• Integration between the   
St. Elizabeth Healthcare website 
and St. Elizabeth Physicians  
website

To check out the new sites,   
go to www.stelizabeth.com and  
www.stedocs.com.

St. Elizabeth Healthcare

St. Elizabeth Covington 
1500 James Simpson, Jr. Way
Covington, KY 41011 
859/655-8800 

St. Elizabeth Edgewood 
1 Medical Village Dr.
Edgewood, KY 41017 
859/301-2000 

St. Elizabeth Falmouth 
512 South Maple Ave. 
Falmouth, KY 41040 
859/572-3500 

St. Elizabeth Florence 
4900 Houston Rd. 
Florence, KY 41042 
859/212-5200 

St. Elizabeth Ft. Thomas  
85 North Grand Ave.
Ft. Thomas, KY 41075 
859/572-3100  

St. Elizabeth Grant 
238 Barnes Rd. 
Williamstown, KY 41097 
859/824-8240 
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St. Elizabeth introduces new websites 
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The interventional cardiology 
team at St. Elizabeth recently became 
the first in Greater Cincinnati to 
implant a newly approved dissolv-
ing heart stent in a patient dur-
ing a procedure that occurred in 
October at St. Elizabeth Edgewood. 
Recently approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), Absorb 
bioresorbable vascular scaffold opens 
clogged arteries to restore blood 
flow, then gradually dissolves in 
the body which reduces the risk of 
future blockages that can occur with 
metal stents. Several members of St. 
Elizabeth’s interventional cardiology 
team are trained with the new device.

“The dissolvable stent is a real 
game changer and a huge advance-
ment in the fight against heart 
disease,” said Dr. Kevin Miller, 
interventional cardiologist at the St. 
Elizabeth Heart & Vascular Institute. 
“This is yet another tool in our arse-
nal to offer state-of-the-art treatment 
to our patients.”

While stents are traditionally 
made of metal, Abbott’s Absorb stent 
is made of a naturally dissolving 

material, similar to dissolving su-
tures. Absorb disappears completely in 
about three years, after it has done its 
job of keeping a clogged artery open 
and promoting healing of the treated 

artery segment. By contrast, metal 
stents are permanent implants.

To ensure optimal patient 
selection and implant technique, St. 
Elizabeth’s interventional cardiology 

team underwent extensive training 
on the new device. More information 
about the Absorb dissolving heart 
stent is available online at www.
stelizabeth.com/dissolvingstent. 

St. Elizabeth offers first of its kind fully 
dissolving heart stent
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“The dissolvable 
stent is a real game 
changer and a huge 
advancement in the 
fight against heart 
disease. This is yet 
another tool in our 
arsenal to offer state-
of-the-art treatment  
to our patients.”

- Dr. Kevin Miller
interventional cardiologist

St. Elizabeth Heart & Vascular 
Institute


